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This is also called Pure Theology (Theo = God, Logos = Word). It is the most 

basic of the doctrines (although Bibliology/Doctrine of the Bible is required 

first to establish the existence of God by faith in His special revelation).
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If we do not believe in a god but that we evolved from primitive apes then we 

will think and act like an evolved primitive ape!!! If we believe in a god of war 

then we will become a warring people (e.g. The Vikings). Therefore, it is vital 

that we grasp from His special revelation of Himself (the Bible) what He really 

is like so that we can then become like Him.



Some people have got it backwards. They worship their dog and start to look 

and act like it! Letôs turn things around (turn DOG backwards you get GOD) 

and worship the true and living God to become more like Him. Daniel says, 

ñThose who know their God shall be strong and carry out great exploitsò

(Dan 11:32) ïIf we know God as He really is (strong and mighty), we shall 

become like Him!
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Often our image of God is shaped by our own Fatherôs relationship with us. If 

he was overly strict and distant then we can project that image onto God 

Himself and relate to Him in that way, feeling that He cannot be known 

intimately and speaks to us only to condemn us. If our Father was too 

permissive and let us do what we wanted, we will see God as too laid back, 

one who fails to correct us, and one who is indifferent to our sin.
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How do we answer pre-believers who say that all religions ultimately worship 

the same god or that Christians worship three gods (Father, Son and Holy 

Mother)? We need to have a clear grasp on what Scripture tells us about the 

God we worship so that we can communicate this to others through our 

testimony and response to their questions about our God.
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God created all things. Before creation there was only God. All God created 

was good but became corrupted by sin. God is far greater and superior than the 

sum of all His creation, which includes the Devil and his fallen angels 

(demons). Hence, there is not a DUALITY of good and evil in this world as all 

that is evil is definitely not equal and opposite of God. God is in control and 

only allows evil to seemingly triumph as He knows what is best and is working 

in all things for good to outwork His divine plan.

The following story shows various ways man has developed to understand life:

MICE IN THE PIANO ILLUSTRATION:

Imagine a family of mice who lived all their lives in a large piano. To them in 

their piano-world came the music of the instrument, filling all the dark spaces 

with sound and harmony. At first the mice were impressed by it.  They drew 

comfort and wonder from the thought that there was Someone who made the 

music - though invisible to them - above, yet close to them. 

They loved to think of the Great Player whom they could not see.  Then one 

day a daring mouse climbed up part of the piano and returned very thoughtful.  



He had found out how the music was made.  Wires were the secret; tightly stretched 

wires of graduated lengths which trembled and vibrated.  They must revise all their 

old beliefs;none but the most conservative could any longer believe in the Unseen 

Player.  

Later, another explorer carried the explanationfurther. Hammers were now the secret, 

numbers of hammers dancing and leaping on the wires.  This was a more complicated 

theory, but it all went to show that they lived in a purely mechanical and mathematical 

world.  The Unseen Player came to be thought of as a myth ....But the pianist 

continued to play. - James S Hewett, ILLUSTRATIONS UNLIMITED  p187
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Pantheism believes that God is in all things and all the universe is God. Most 

primitive animistic beliefs in any area of the word hold to this view of life. 

Hinduism is Polytheistic (worshipping many gods) as were the religions of the 

ancient empires such as Greece and Rome. They believe each god is 

responsible for one aspect of the universe (such as war, love, agriculture etc.). 

Atheism, believing there are no gods or supernatural beings, has only gained 

wider acceptance in recent years with the advances in Science and the rise of 

Communist nations. 

Agnostics (or Freethinkers) generally believe there is a god or that there are 

many gods but they have no relevance or real impact in their life. Buddhism is 

more of a philosophy of life and its believers can be atheistic, monotheistic or 

even polytheistic. 

Christianity is Monotheistic, meaning the worship only one God. Other 

Monotheistic religions are Judaism and Islam ïthe main difference between 

Christianity and these is the gracious, loving personal relationship we enjoy 



with God through the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). As we shall see, the 

Trinity does not mean Christians worship three Gods but worship one God in three 

persons.
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Imagine, if you can,  God and the angels reading a book on Atheism!!!!
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In this section we will look at the various arguments for the existence of God 

and the best way to approach them.
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In the Bible, the key argument for the existence of God is found in the 

Creation (this is called the Cosmological argument). Thisargument says that 

all creation reflects the Creator, pointing to His existence and His attributes.
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1. Cosmological ïAs seen in the previous picture. 

2. TeleologicalïThe intelligent design of all things means there is an 

intelligent life behind that design (e.g. the existence of a watch means the 

existence of a watch maker).

3. Anthropological ïMan is unique, different from all other animals and 

points to the creator God ïunique characteristics are personality, intellect, 

creativity, spirituality, holiness, dominion and love.

4. Ontological ïAll tribal groups form some belief in a god or gods.

5. Moral ïManôs conscience operates from birth. Where does this sense of 

right and wrong come from?
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6. Biological ïWhen the first life form appeared where did it get its life from? 

7. Historical ïThe word ñHistoryò is a compound of ñHisò and ñStoryò.

8. Christological ïMuch evidence point to the historical Jesus and His life 

reveals God. He is God and testifies of God.

9. Bibliological ïSee the Doctrine of Scripture teaching for more on this.

10. Congruity ïAll the above, taken together, form a strong argument for 

Godôs existence.
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Opponents of Godôs existence can smash each of these bricks with clever 

humanistic, secular arguments. That means we have to look for a better model 

than the traditional approach of merely stacking up the previous arguments 

like a brick wall. For example, evolutionists would say that the presence of the 

cosmos (cosmological) merely proves that matter has evolved into what it is 

today and the only real design (Teleological) is that of natural selection 

through the millennia. They would further say that the intuitive belief in man 

of a god or gods is merely an evolved process of thinking that tries to make 

sense out of what we see, and the arguments go on an on.
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The best model is to start with Scripture and the authority of Godôs Word, 

building all the aforementioned arguments out of His special revelation. All 

the previous ñproofsò simply confirm what the Scripture declares. 
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The Reformed Approach demands faith in Godôs Word. Man says, ñProve it 

and Iôll believeò but God says, ñBelieve and Iôll prove it.ò

We must base our faith in God on what the Bible reveals about Him and not on 

any other source.
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1. The Bible starts ñIn the beginning God..ò His existence is assumed from 

the start.

2. Godôs existence is argued mainly from the Creation (Cosmological 

argument).

3. John 8:58 quotes Jesus as calling Himself ñI AMò , the name given to 

Moses for the Creator God. Psalm 14:1 tells us that the fool says in his 

heart there is no God ïthus one may be a brilliant, well educated person in 

the worldôs eyes, but a fool in reality.
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Godhead = Another name for the Trinity (along with Triune God)

Coeternal = Each of the Godhead are equally eternal, without beginning or 

end.

Coequal = All three members of the Trinity are equally God, no one being 

more or less God than the others.

Substance = The very essence of who they are. They are all God through and 

through.

Subsistence = All substances can exist in sub-forms (e.g. water can be ice, 

liquid or steam).
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Both Old and New Testaments declare ONE God ïas we shall see in the last 

section on the Trinity this is seen to be a ñcompound unityò (like a cluster of 

grapes, one cluster but more than one grape).  ñThere is no other God but oneò 

(1 Corinthians 8:4)
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Scripture has progressively revealed the nature and attributes of God. In this 

section we will see what His major attributes are revealed to be and how they 

relate to us.
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God cannot be seen and heard in His essence BUT can be seen and heard in 

His person. In John 1:18 it says no one has ever seen God (His essence) BUT 

John 14:9 says that when the disciples saw Jesus they saw the Father (His 

Personhood). Another example of this is Moses speaking to God face to face 

(Exodus 33:11) and then being told he could not see Godôs face (Exodus 

33:20) ïthe first meeting was with the Angel of the Lord (pre-incarnate 

appearance of Jesus) and the second was with the very essence of God.
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The fact that God is revealed in personal terms means we can have a 

relationship with Him in His three persons.
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The left hand column relates to Godôs essence, the right hand side relates to 

His personhood.
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1, 2 & 4. God does not HAVE His attributes, He IS them! 

ñHe who does not love does not know God, for GOD IS LOVE.ò 1 John 4:8

Someone can be ñlovingò but still have imperfections in their love but if 

someone ñIS Loveò then their love is perfect.

3. By ósimpleô here it does not mean that God is not complex, it merely means 

God it one complete being.
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Godôs essence is that part of Himself that is unique to Him but His personality 

is seen in us as we are made in His image (the image of His personhood ïman 

is tripartite,  body, soul and spirit, as God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit).
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Eternal and Self-Existent ïSeen in His name ñI AMò (revealed to Moses at 

the burning bush). He is uncreated and has always and will always exist in and 

of Himself with no external help. On the other hand, we exist because He 

exists. Without Him we would have no existence! 

Immutable (unchangeable) ïGod is perpetually the same: subject to no 

change in His being, attributes, or determinations. Therefore God is compared 

to a 'Rock' (Deut32:4, etc.) which remains immovable, when the entire ocean 

surrounding it is continually in a fluctuating state; even so, though all creatures 

are subject to change, God is immutable. Because God has no beginning and 

no ending, He can know no change. He is everlastingly 'the Father of lights, 

with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning' (James 1:17). 

Omnipotence (all powerful) ïNothing is impossible for Him but His power 

will not clash with His personality and He is disciplined and patient with His 

power.

Omniscience (all knowing) ïHe knows all things from before Creation! He 

knows what was, what is and what is to come. His wisdom and knowledge is 

infinite and far above ours. He also knows all our inner thoughts and 



motivations at any moment in our existence (Psalm 139:1-3).

Omnipresence (all present) ïHe us with us at all times. He is totally present; 

present, yet distinct; present to punish; present to sustain and present to bless. Jesus is 

seen to be omnipresent (Matt 18:20) as He is in the midst of gathered believers 

wherever they are in the world ïwhilst on earth He limited Himself in time and space 

for 33 years but now He can be felt and even seen simultaneously all over the world!

Satan is none of these! However, many times we believe or act as if he is as powerful 

as God (if not more), as if he knows our inner thoughts (which he doesnôt) and is 

everywhere at the same time (he is bound by time and space like all of Godôs 

creation).

26



27

We cannot display His attributes of essence (i.e. none of us is all powerful, all 

present or all knowing) but we can and should display these attributes of His 

personhood.

HolinessïWhat He IS ïpure and separate. We are to be holy as He is holy (1 

Pet 1:15-16).

Righteousness ïWhat He DOES ïright and just. We are righteous (Matt 

5:20) only by the imputed and imparted righteousness of God in Jesus (Rom 

3:22).

SovereigntyïHis perfect REIGN and RULE. If we endure His will then we 

will reign with Him (2 Timothy 2:12) both in this life (1 Tim 3:5;5:17) and in 

the age to come (Rev 5:10).

WisdomïCorrect application of knowledge. We, the Church, are to make 

known the manifold wisdom of the Lord to the world (Eph3:9-10), meaning 

we partake in this attribute of God just as King Solomon was given Godôs 

wisdom.



LoveïGoodness, kindness, faithfulness, loyalty. We are to move in His agape(self-

sacrificial) love (1 John 4:19-21).
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Behind all Godôs works are His attributes ïHe will NEVER work something 

that contradicts His character but all His works flow from His character.
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God is ñbefore all thingsò, uncreated and self-existent. All things (and this 

verse leaves no room for exception) were created by Him.

This scripture shows also that He is not an absent creator but is intimately 

involved in His creation.
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The Reason for Creation = THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM (all created to 

display who He is, for His pleasure and for His glory).

The Results of Creation =  IN HIM ALL THINGS CONSIST (all things made 

with a purpose in Him and Heôs still working closely with His creation).
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b. Immediate Creation: Verses 1-3 of Genesis 1 show Godôs immediate 

creation of heavens and earth and light out of nothing.

c. From verse 4 onwards all His creation is mediate, miraculously forming 

things from existing material. All the creatures are formed out of the sea or the 

earth, all plants and vegetation are brought forth from the earth and even the 

sun, moon and starts seem to be formed from the light. His crowning creation, 

man, was also from the earth (Adam actually means ñearthò). Woman came 

from manôs side (literally, the word in the Hebrew may not refer to the rib) so 

as not to be head over him nor under his feet!

d. All His creation, though tainted with sin, was good initially. The only things 

in creation that are now totally bad are the devil and his fallen angels and those 

who will be cast into hell due to rejecting Godôs free offer of salvation in Jesus 

Christ. These are bad, not because God made them like that, but because they 

freely chose to rebel against Him. Also of note is the truth that our bodies are 

meant to be good. Gnosticism states the body is evil and should be ultimately 

done away with and either suppressed or ignored in this life, but the Bible 

teaches that our resurrection bodies will be as they were initially created, 

eternal and totally good and that our bodies now are the temple of the Holy 



Spirit.
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a. The earth is the Lordôs (Ps 24:1), not the devils. The devil only rules over 

the ñpower of the airò (Eph2:2) and the ñsons of disobedienceò. Indeed, 

the devil has to go to God for permission to do anything (Job 1:7-12, esp. 

v12).

b. There are territorial spirits over cities, areas and nations now that can only 

operate with His approval (Eph6:12; 2 Chron20:6). He is the real ruler 

over all nations but, due to sin, demonic principalities have legal right to 

occupy the ruling seat over certain areas. 

c. All of us are predestined (Eph1:5,10; Rom 8:30) to obtain mercy or to be 

hardened (Rom 9:18,21) all for furthering His purposes and for His glory. 

Ultimately, God is in control of all people, whether they know it or not!
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a. Godôs general preservation of both ñman and beastò (Psa36:6) shows us 

His close interaction with His creation. It also shows us that Heôs a God of 

purpose as all are preserved according to His will and for the furtherance 

of His will.

b. Godôs special preservation is that ñthe Lord preserves the faithfulò (Psa

31:23) in a special covenant way.
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Again, thereôs GENERAL and SPECIFIC provision. God provides generally 

for all so that His purposes are being outworked. Where there seems to be no 

provision it is due to sin or Godôs wisdom.

a. Physical provision ïGodôs people are promised special physical provision 

of all thatôs needed to do His will (Matt 6:33).

b. Emotional provision ïGodôs people have the Holy Spirit as their 

comforter, healing damaged emotions and enabling us to walk in emotional 

freedom.

c. Spiritual Provision ïGodôs people are blessed with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenlies(Eph 1:3). However, just as a millionaire should 

never eat unhealthily but often does, we often live spiritually poor lives 

due to not claiming and using the spiritual resources made available to us 

in Christ.
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a. Redemption is not an afterthought and God had no plan B! It was all in His 

heart from before creation (2 Tim 1:9). The Lamb of God, Jesus, was slain 

from the creation of the world (Rev 13:8).

b. God desires not for just a select few to be saved (hyper Calvinism) but that 

ALL be saved. Obviously that will not happen but thatôs His desire (as 

thatôs His nature). All will not be saved as not all accept His free gift of 

salvation in Jesus Christ.
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The salvation of our spirits is better termed óRegenerationò. Regeneration is a 

once-off, irreversible transformation (born again). However, salvation is a 

process of growing to be more and more like God. We are to be transformed in 

our souls (mind, will and emotions) to have the mind of Christ, the will of the 

Father and the emotions of the Holy Spirit. We will only obtain perfect 

salvation when we receive new bodies when Christ returns.

Can one lose their salvation? John 10:28 says we can never be snatched out 

from the hand of God and Romans 8:38-39 says no one can separate us from 

Godôs saving love. However, it is arguedthat in both these cases we can still 

jump out of Godôs hand and separate ourselves from His love by an act of the 

will. The more basic question is ñCan a born again, regenerated Christian lose 

that new birth, their new creation nature, and become and old creation again?ò. 

I personally believe not as that would impugn the nature of God. How could 

God go against His faithful character and break covenant with us. Romans 9-

11 shows us that God has not and will not do this with Israel, how much more 

will He not do it with us. Then you may ask, ñWhat about Christians who lose 

their faith?ò. I would say they never were born again Christians in the first 

place. The mark of a true born again Christian is that, ultimately, they will 

persevere and grow in their faith (1 Pet 1:3-7).
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There are three distinct judgment seats in Scripture:

1. The Sheep and Goats judgment (Matthew 25:31-36) ïthis is the 

judgment of nations based on their loving deeds (or not) just prior to the 

Millennium to determine which peoples will remain in the millennium.

2. The Bema Seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10) ïThis is the judgment of Christ 

towards believers when He returns to rule and reign with the saints in the 

Millennium. This is not a judgment to damnation but a judgment to 

rewards. Christians will be rewarded according to their faithfulness to 

Godôs will in their lives before His return.

3. The Great White Throne Judgment (Rev 20:11-15) ïThis is the 

judgment of all non-Christians at the end of the Millennium. This is the 

final judgment prior to the lost being cast into the lake of fire (the place of 

eternal punishment commonly known as hell). 

Ultimate judgment will come with these three judgments (where all so-called 

injustices are resolved) but thereôs also judgment now, particularly in the 



house of God (1 Pet 4:17).

God is the judge now, not us. Although we are destined to ñjudge the worldò and 

ñjudge the angelsò (1 Cor 6:2-3), now we need to leave all justice (not within our 

immediate authority) to the Lord.
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All Scripture is inspired and is the infallible word of God. Today when God 

ñinspiresò us by His Holy Spirit it is not so we may write more inspired 

Scripture as we have Godôs full revelation of Himself in the Bible. Indeed, a 

better word to use is that He ñilluminatesò us. He brings, by His Spirit, deeper 

and clearer understanding of the full revelation already given to us in 

Scripture. Any extra-biblical revelation (that contradicts, adds to or takes away 

from the revelation in the Bible) should be rejected as demonic. 


