This is also called Pure Theology (Theo = God, Logos = Word). It is the most
basic of the doctrines (although Bibliology/Doctrine of the Bible is required
first to establish the existence of God by faith in His special revelation).



View of God

Practically, one's view of God, consciously
or otherwise, affects every thought and
action he performs, since it functions as the
central premlse of one's worldview.

If we do not believe in a god but that we evolved fianimitive apeghen we

will think and act like an evolvedrimitive apé!! If we believe in a god of war
then we will become a warring people (e.g. The Vikings). Therefore, it is vital
that we grasp from His special revelation of Himself (the Bible) what He really

is like so that we can then become like Him.



Some people have got it backwards. They worship their dog and start to look

and act |ike it! Letds turn things ar ot
and worship the true and living God to become more like Biamielsays,
i Thos &nowther Gods h a | | be strong and carry o

(Dan 11:32)i If we know God as He really is (strong and mighty), we shall
become like Him!



An angry old man up in
the sky, uninvolved in our
affairs except when he
throws a few thunder bolts
in judgment!

Often our i mage of God is shaped by our
he was overly strict and distant then we can project that image onto God

Himself and relate to Him in that way, feeling that He cannot be known

intimately and speaks to us only to condemn us. If our Father was too

permissive and let us do what we wanted, we will see God as too laid back,

one who fails to correct us, and one who is indifferent to our sin.



A COSMIC
POLICEMAN -only
interested in keeping
law and order.




» 1. Because our view of God shapes who
we are. We need a correct, Biblical view
of God to become more like He intends
us to be.

How do we answer preelievers who say that all religions ultimately worship
the same god or that Christians worship three gods (Father, Son and Holy
Mother)? We need to have a clear grasp on what Scripture tells us about the
God we worship so that we can communicate this to others through our
testimony and response to their questions about our God.



Not a
DUALISM
(two equal

opposites)

God created all things. Before creation there was only God. All God created
was good but became corrupted by sin. God is far greater and superior than the
sum of all His creation, which includes the Devil and his fallen angels
(demons). Hence, there is not a DUALITY of good and evil in this world as all
that is evil is definitely not equal and opposite of God. God is in control and
only allows evil to seemingly triumph as He knows what is best and is working
in all things for good to outwork His divine plan.

The following story shows various ways man has developed to understand life:

MICE IN THE PIANO ILLUSTRATION:

Imagine a family of mice who lived all their lives in a large piano. To them in
their pianeworld came the music of the instrument, filling all the dark spaces
with sound and harmony. At first the mice were impressed by it. They drew
comfort and wonder from the thought that there was Someone who made the
music- though invisible to themabove, yet close to them.

They loved to think of the Great Player whom they could not see. Then one
day a daring mouse climbed up part of the piano and returned very thoughtful.



He had found out how the music was made. Wires were the secret; tightly stretched
wires of graduated lengths which trembled and vibrated. They must revise all their
old beliefs;nonebut the most conservative could any longer believe in the Unseen
Player.

Later, another explorer carried tlegplanatiorfurther Hammers were now the secret,
numbers of hammers dancing and leaping on the wires. This was a more complicated
theory,butit all went to show that they lived in a purely mechanical and mathematical
world. The Unseen Player came to be thought afragth ....But the pianist

continued to play - James S Hewetll LUSTRATIONS UNLIMITED p187
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Pantheism believes that God is in all things and all the universe is God. Most
primitive animistic beliefs in any area of the word hold to this view of life.

Hinduism is Polytheistic (worshipping many gods) as were the religions of the
ancient empires such as Greece and Rome. They believe each god is
responsible for one aspect of the universe (such as war, love, agriculture etc.).

Atheism, believing there are no gods or supernatural beings, has only gained
wider acceptance in recent years with the advances in Science and the rise of
Communist nations.

Agnostics (or Freethinkers) generally believe there is a god or that there are
many gods but they have no relevance or real impact in their life. Buddhism is
more of a philosophy of life and its believers can be atheistic, monotheistic or
even polytheistic.

Christianity is Monotheistic, meaning the worship only one God. Other
Monotheistic religions are Judaism and Islathe main difference between
Christianity and these is the gracious, loving personal relationship we enjoy



with God through the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). As we shall see, the
Trinity does not mean Christians worship three Gods but worship one God in three
persons.
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Imagine, if you can, God and the angels reading a book on Atheism!!!!




In this section we will look at the various arguments for the existence of God
and the best way to approach them.
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In the Bible, the key argument for the existence of God is found in the
Creation (this is called the Cosmological argumertisargument says that

all creation reflects the Creator, pointing to His existence and His attributes.

11



— World exists so God must
exist (Rom 1:19-20; Psalm 104:24).

— Design and Purpose of the
universe: Design means a designer is there.

— Man made in image of God
(Gen 1:26): Spirituality, intellect, dominion etc.)

— Intuitive belief of man in God.

— Man has inner sense of right and
wrong (Rom 2:14-16).

I

. Cosmologicali As seen in the previous picture.

. Teleologicali The intelligent design of all things means there is an
intelligent life behind that design (e.g. the existence of a watch means the
existence of a watch maker).

. Anthropological i Man is unique, different from all other animals and
points to the creator Gddunique characteristics are personality, intellect,
creativity, spirituality, holiness, dominion and love.

. Ontological i All tribal groups form some belief in a god or gods.

. MoraliMands conscience operates from bi

right and wrong come from?

12
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— Our ‘life’ must come from
somewhere : Divine spark of life.

— Hand of God in history (Ps
135:10; Acts 17:26) — Especially in nation
of Israel.

— Christ points to God (Jn
1:18, 14:9, Heb 1:3; Col 1:15).

— Bible is a revelation of God
(Lk 24:27) : Unity of message, fulfilled
prophecies.

— There is harmony in all above
views.

-"iq -::,J:an

6. Biologicali When the first life form appeared where did it get its life from?
7. Historicali The word fAHi storyo is a compound

8. Christological i Much evidence point to the historical Jesus and His life
reveals God. He is God and testifies of God.

9. Bibliological i See the Doctrine of Scripture teaching for more on this.

10. Congruity T All the above, taken together, form a strong argument for
Godds existence.

13
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Opponents of Godoés existence can smash
humanistic, secular arguments. That means we have to look for a better model

than the traditional approach of merely stacking up the previous arguments

like a brick wall. For example, evolutionists would say that the presence of the
cosmos (cosmological) merely proves that matter has evolved into what it is

today and the only real design (Teleological) is that of natural selection

through the millennia. They would further say that the intuitive belief in man

of a god or gods is merely an evolved process of thinking that tries to make

sense out of what we see, and the arguments go on an on.

14
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The best model is to start with Script.:
building all the aforementioned arguments out of His special revelation. All
the previous fAproofsd simply confirm wt
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Faith comes
from hearing

“But without faith it is
impossible to please

Him, for he who comes the Word of

to God must believe that God.

He is, and that He is a (Rom 10:17)
rewarder of those who

diligently seek Him.”

Hebrews 11:6

The Reformed Approach demaniBr dwae tiht
and | 61 butGoedaysieB/ecloi eve and 1611 prove

We must base our faith in God on what the Bible reveals about Him and not on
any other source.

n
t
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1. The Bible the existence of God -
Gen 1:1; John 1:1

2. The Bible for the existence of God. 1t
argues that from creation there is a
Creator God - Ps 19:1; Isa 40:26; Acts
14:15

3. The Bible the eternal God
- Luke 24:27, 44-45; John 5:39 (Scriptures reveal
Him)
- John 8:58 (He is the great “| AM”)
- Psalm 10:4, 14:1, 53:1 (only fools say there's no
God)

1. TheBiblestartsi | n t he beginning God.. o0 His e»
the start.

2. Godos existence is argued mainly from
argument).
3.John 8:58 quotes Jesus as calling Him

Moses for the Creator God. Psalm 14:1 tells us that the fool says in his
heart there is no Gadthus one may ba brilliant, well educated person in
t he wayesbutadosl in reality.

17



revealed in

A good definition of God as
gcripture is

warfield's:

Godhead = Another name for the Trinity (along with Triune God)

Coeternal = Each of the Godhead are equally eternal, without beginning or
end.

Coequal = All three members of the Trinity are equally God, no one being
more or less God than the others.

Substance = The very essence of who they are. They are all God through and
through.

Subsistence = All substances can exist infsuims (e.g. water can be ice,
liquid or steam).

18



AlSO. -
1 e "'1' ans 8:“' ;
Ephesians 4:4-6;
James 2:19

Both Old and New Testaments declare ONE Gad we shall see in the last

section on the Trinity thisis seento b @ o mp o u n (ke a atustér gf o

grapes, one cluster but more thanone grape).her e i s no ot her
(1 Corinthians 8:4)

19



Attributes

Scripture has progressively revealed the nature and attributes of God. In this
section we will see what His major attributes are revealed to be and how they
relate to us.

20
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1. God is an invisible spirit

He is spirit, immaterial and incorporeal - John
4:24, 2 Corinthians 3:17

God cannot be seen and heard in His essence BUT can be seen and heard in

His person. In John 1:18 it says no one has ever seen God (His essence) BUT

John 14:9 says that when the disciples saw Jesus they saw the Father (His
Personhood). Another example of this is Moses speaking to God face to face
(Exodus 33:11) and then being told he ¢
33:20)i the first meeting was with the Angel of the Lord (omearnate

appearance of Jesus) and the second was with the very essence of God.

21



2. God is also a person - He is not an impersonal force or a
principle. He is a person. He has personal Names.

- He wills (Gen 2:18, 3:15, 16; Psa 115:3),
- He speaks (Gen 1:3), z
- He calls (Gen 1:5, 8),
- He sees (Gen 11:5),
- He creates (Gen 1:31),
- He hears (Ps. 94:9),
- He loves (2 Chron 2:11; Psa 11:7, 33:5),
- He grieves (Gen 6:6-7; 1 Sam 11:15),
| - He repents (Gen 6:6), He rules (Ps. 22:28, 59:13, 75:7),
- He disciplines (Deut. 4:36; Job 5:17),
- He sustains (Matt 6:26-30),
- and He judges (Psa. 9:19; Eze 20:36; Rev 18:20).

The fact that God is revealed in personal terms means we can have a
relationship with Him in His three persons.

22



Transcendent

Distant
Creator-creature
Distinction

Man is image of GOD
FARNESS

ONENESS

Personal
Immanent

Creator-creature
Relationship

Man is IMAGE of God
CLOSENESS
» THREE IN ONENESS

—

The | eft hand column rel ates to Godos

His personhood.

23



'_"i { )l;' ¢
s o ] J 9L I s )

ak of his Attributes

3

1. To speak of God is to spe

2. His attributes are rea

God is more than lovi

1, 2 & 4. God does not HAVE His attributes, He 1S them!

AHeho does not | ove does nadohnkdB8ow God,
Someone can be Al ovingo but still have
someone Al S Loveo then their | ove i s pe

3.ByoO s i nhpré iedées not mean that God is not complex, it merely means
God it one complete being.
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Godbés essence is that part of Hi mself
is seen in us as we are made in His image (the image of His persanimaod
is tripartite, body, soul and spirit, as God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit).

25
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Essence: “the intrinsic or indispensable, permanent, and
inseparable qualities that characterize or identify the
being of God.” - These are INCOMMUNICABLE (we do
not share these attributes)

Eternal & Self Existent— e.g. Exodus 3:14; Psalm 90:2;
1 Timothy 1:17, 6:16

Immutable (unchangeable) - e.g. Malachi 3:6; James
1:17, Hebrews 1:12,13:8

Omnipotence gall powerful) — e.g. Jeremiah
32:17,27;Job 42:2; Heb 1:1-4; Revelation19:6

« Omniscience (all knowing{-— e.g. Isaiah 29:15-16; 1
John 3:20; Romans 11:33; 1 Corinthians 3:20.

Omnipresence (all present) — e.g. Psalm 139:7-12;
Jeremiah 23:24; Matthew 18:20,28:18-20

Eternal and SelfExistenti Seen i n His name Al AMoO (r e
the burning bush). He is uncreated and has always and will always exist in and

of Himself with no external help. On the other hand, we exist because He

exists. Without Him we would have no existence!

Immutable (unchangeable)i God is perpetually the same: subject to no
change in His being, attributes, or determinations. Therefore God is compared
to a 'Rock’ Deut32:4, etc.) which remains immovable, when the entire ocean
surrounding it is continually in a fluctuating state; even so, though all creatures
are subject to change, God is immutable. Because God has no beginning and
no ending, He can know no change. He is everlastingly the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning' (James 1:17).

Omnipotence (all powerful)T Nothing is impossible for Him but His power
will not clash with His personality and He is disciplined and patient with His
power.

Omniscience (all knowing)i He knows all things from before Creation! He
knows what was, what is and what is to come. His wisdom and knowledge is
infinite and far above ours. He also knows all our inner thoughts and

26



motivations at any moment in our existence (Psalm 13p:1

Omnipresence(all present)T He us with us at all times. He is totally present;

present, yet distinct; present to punish; present to sustain and present to bless. Jesus is
seen to be omnipresent (Matt 18:20) as He is in the midst of gathered believers
wherever they are in the woridwhilst on earth He limited Himself in time and space

for 33 years but now He can be felt and even seen simultaneously all over the world!

Satan is none of these! However, many times we believe or act as if he is as powerful

as God (i f not more), as I f he knows our
everywhere at the same time (he is bound
creation).

26
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Person: “Person” is not the ideal word as in modern
terms it connotes individuality but there seems to be no
better word. God's personhood is somehow defined as “a
community of persons who find their true being in
relationships” - These are COMMUNICABLE (We share
in them by relationship)

Holiness - e.g. 1 Peter 1:15-16

Righteousness — e.g. Daniel 4:37 — includes justice.
Sovereignty -e.g. 2 Timothy 2:12

Wisdom — e.g. Ephesians 3:9-10

Love - e.g. 1 John 4:19-21 — includes his goodness,
kindness and faithfulness (Psalm 100:5).

We cannot display His attributes of essence (i.e. none of us is all powerful, all
present or all knowing) but we can and should display these attributes of His
personhood.

Holinessi What He ISi pure and separate. We are to be holy as He is holy (1
Pet 1:1516).

Righteousnes§s What He DOES right and just. We are righteous (Matt
5:20) only by the imputed and imparted righteousness of God in Jesus (Rom
3:22).

Sovereigntyi His perfect REIGN and RULE. If we endure His will then we
will reign with Him (2 Timothy 2:12) both in this life (1 Tim 3:5;5:17) and in
the age to come (Rev 5:10).

Wisdom i Correct application of knowledge. We, the Church, are to make
known the manifold wisdom of the Lord to the workpf 3:9-10), meaning

we partake in this attribute of God
wisdom.

j
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Love i Goodness, kindness, faithfulness, loyalty. We are to move inddipe(self
sacrificial) love (1 John 4:191).

27






"Great are the works of the Lord, studied
by all who delight in them."”
Psalm 111:2

* Creation
*Rule

Behind all Godoés wHewk SEVER work sbmsthingt t r i but
that contradicts His character but all His works flow from His character.

29



“For by Him all things were created
that are in heaven and that are on
earth, visible and invisible, whether

thrones or dominions or

principalities or powers. All things
were created through Him and for
Him. And He is before all thmgs, d

God is fibefore al | -ekidtentnAlthings (andthisr eat ed
verse leaves no room for exception) were created by Him.

This scripture shows also that He is not an absent creator but is intimately
involved in His creation.

o

C
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REASON = THROUGH HIM AND FOR
HIM - Created to display
who He is for His pleasure
and glory.

RESULTS = IN HIM ALL THINGS
conszsr—Au made —‘—

The Reason for Creation= THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM (all created to
display who He is, for His pleasure and for His glory).

The Results of Creation= IN HIM ALL THINGS CONSIST (all things made
with a purpose in Him and Heds still wc
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b. Immediate creation: He spoke and
the universe came into being (Genesis 1;
Nehemiah 9:6; Isa 40:26, 42:5, 45:18; Acts
17:24; Eph 3:9; Col 1:16; Rev 4:11).He created

out of nothing (ex nihilo).

c. Mediate creation: God created, shaped,
adapted, or transformed existing materials into
new creation. For example, the creation of man
was not ex nihilo (Gen 2:7,21).

d. All He created was “very good” (Gen 1:31)

e

b. Immediate Creation: Verses31 of Genesi s 1 show Godoébs
creation of heavens and earth and light out of nothing.

c. From verse 4 onwards all His creation is mediate, miraculously forming

things from existing material. All the creatures are formed out of the sea or the

earth, all plants and vegetation are brought forth from the earth and even the

sun, moon and starts seem to be formed from the light. His crowning creation,

man, was also from the earth (Adam act L
from mandés side (literally, the word in
as not to be head over him nor under his feet!

d. All His creation, though tainted with sin, was good initially. The only things

in creation that are now totally bad are the devil and his fallen angels and those

who wil | be cast into hell due to rejec
Christ. These are bad, not because God made them like that, but because they

freely chose to rebel against Him. Also of note is the truth that our bodies are

meant to be good. Gnosticism states the body is evil and should be ultimately

done away with and either suppressed or ignored in this life, but the Bible

teaches that our resurrection bodies will be as they were initially created,

eternal and totally good and that our bodies now are the temple of the Holy

32



Spirit.
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a. He rules over creation
(Psa 10:16; Psa 22:28, 89:9).

He rules over nations (Psa 67:4; 2 Chron

20:6; Dan 4:25; Rom 13:1; Ex 14:8;
Proverbs 21:1; Job 12:23; Psa 66:7; Psa
75:7 cf. Dan 4:28-37) and uses them to
accomplish His will (Isa 7:20,10:5-15,45:1-4).
He rules over men and women (Acts
17:26;Psa 75:7; 1 Sam 2:6-8; Deut 32:50,
Psa 104:29), whether they want it or not.

a. The earth is the Lordbés (Ps 24:1), no
theipower o(fEph22)eaendthdis ons of dindeedbedi enc e
the devil has to go to God for permission to do anything (Joh2,. @sp.
v12).

b. There are territorial spirits over cities, areas and nations now that can only
operate with His approvaEph6:12; 2Chron20:6). He is the real ruler
over all nations but, due to sin, demonic principalities have legal right to
occupy the ruling seat over certain areas.

c. All of us are predestined&ph1:5,10; Rom 8:30) to obtain mercy or to be
hardened (Rom 9:18,21) all for furthering His purposes and for His glory.
Ultimately, God is in control of all people, whether they know it or not!
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* a. General preservation: (N
God preserves His creation %
(Psa 36:6) in accordance
with His will.

» b. Special preservation: He preserves His
people in a special way (eg. Sarah from being
taken advantage of by Pharoah (Gen 12:10-20)
He preserved the nation from the evil plan of
Haman (Esther). See also Psa 31:23; Psa 66:9;
Prov. 2:8; Psa 37:28; John 10:28).

a. Godos gener aotfbothfi ma B r & a {Rsd3@6a shaws us
Hi s close interaction with His creat.
purpose as all are preserved according to His will and for the furtherance
of His will.

b. Godbés speci aigthapint ehseerLvoatdi om es(Psaves t he
31:23) in a special covenant way.
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* a. Physical provision: (Matt 5:45; Gen 7:12;
Isa 55:10; Jonah 4:6; Prov 30:4;Eze 17:5-8; Ex
16; Matt 6:25-34)

b. Emotional provision: He provides

encouragement (Psa 10:17, Isa 41:10; Rom 15:5;
2 Thess 2:16)

c. Spiritual provision: God gives grace and
peace (Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:3, Eph 1:2 etc), imparts
spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12:28-31), blesses us with
wisdom and understanding (Col 1:9), and with
every spiritual blessing in Christ (Eph 1:3).

Again, therebés GENERAL and SPECI FIC
for all so that His purposes are being outworked. Where there seems to be no
provision it is due to sin or Godbés

|l e are promised

a. Physical provisioni Goddés peop
eeded to do His wil

of al | t hat 6s n

pr o

sp
I

b. Emotional provisionit Godés people have the Holy

comforter, healing damaged emotions and enabling us to walk in emotional
freedom

c. Spiritual Provisioni Godd6s people are bl essed
blessing in théneavenliegEph 1:3). However, just as a millionaire should
never eat unhealthily but often does, we often live spiritually poor lives
due to not claiming and using the spiritual resources made available to us
in Christ.

wi t
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a. When Adam and Eve fell, the entire
human race was plunged into sin, but
God ordained redemption through the
Redeemer who was first promised in
Genesis 3:15. Jesus Christ is that
redeemer (Gal 4:4-5), fulfilling the
promise of God to Abraham (Gen 12:1-
3) and the nation of Israel. Salvation is “

now only through Jesus.
b. God desires for all to be saved (1 q.mn

Timothy 2:4) and has made provision {
for all to be saved (1 John 2:2).

a. Redemption is not an afterthought and God had no plan B! It was all in His
heart from before creation (2 Tim 1:9). The Lamb of God, Jesus, was slain
from the creation of the world (Rev 13.8

b. God desires not for just a select few to be saved (hyper Calvinism) but that

ALL be saved. Obviously that wild!l not

t hat 6s Hi s nature). AI'l will not be
salvation in Jesus Christ.

S
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c. Redemption is a process.

"Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify
you completely; and may your whole spirft,
soul and body be preserved blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”1 Thess 5:23

We are saved (in our spirit) —
John 3:6-17; Ephesians 2:8

- We are being saved (in our soul) —
Philippians 2:12

- We will be saved (in our bodies) —
1 Corinthians 15:51-52

The salvation of our spirits is better
onceoff, irreversible transformation (born again). However, salvation is a

process of growing to be more and more like God. We are to be transformed in

our souls (mind, will and emotions) to have the mind of Christ, the will of the

Father and the emotions of the Holy Spirit. We will only obtain perfect

salvation when we receive new bodies when Christ returns.

Can one lose their salvation? John 10:28 says we can never be snatched out

from the hand of God and Romans 83Bsays no one can separate us from

Goddés savi ng | aguesthatintbotlvtregeecases we tan stils

jump out of Godés hand and separate our
will. The more basic question is ACan &
that new birth, their new creation nat.é
| personally believe not as that would impugn the nature of God. How could

God go against His faithful character and break covenant with us. Romans 9

11 shows us that God has not and will not do this with Israel, how much more

will He not do it with us. Then you may askWh at about Chri sti ar
t hei r Ifweuid tal they never were born agéihristians in the first

place.The mark of a true born again Christian is that, ultimately, they will

persevere and grow in their faith (1 Pet-1)3
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JUD G ENT

a. The Lord is the Judge (Jud 11:27; Job 9:15).
b. He is the righteous Judge (Psa 7:11,9:8).

C. He is the Judge of the earth (Psa 94:2,
96:10-13, 98:9).

d. He will judge His people (Deut 32:36; Psa
50:4; Heb 10:30) and the ends of the earth (1
Sam 2:10, 1 Chron 16:33; Psa 82:8).

N_I

There are three distinct judgment seats in Scripture:

1. The Sheep and Goats judgmenfMatthew 25:3136) 1 this is the
judgment of nations based on their loving deeds (or not) just prior to the
Millennium to determine which peoples will remain in the millennium.

2. The Bema Seat of Chris{2 Cor5:10)7 This is the judgment of Christ
towards believers when He returns to rule and reign with the saints in the
Millennium. This is not a judgment to damnation but a judgment to
rewards. Christians will be rewarded according to their faithfulness to
Godos wi ll in their lives before His

3. The Great White Throne Judgment(Rev 20:1115) 1 This is the
judgment of all norChristians at the end of the Millennium. Thighe
final judgment prior to the lost being cast into the lake of fire (the place of
eternal punishment commonly known as hell).

Ultimate judgment will come with these three judgments (where aaed
injustices are resolved) but thereobs
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house of God (1 Pet 4:17).

God is the judge now, not us. Although we are destinédjtou d g e tamee wor | d o
Aj udge t (LEor@2By moW wedneed to leave all justice (not within our
immediate authority) to the Lord.
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All Scripture is inspired and is the infallible word of God. Today when God

A1 n s pus bbydlis Holy Spirit it is not so we may write more inspired
Scripture as we have Godés full revel at
better word to use is that Hiei | | u musnHe briags,dy His Spirit, deeper

and clearer understanding of the full revelation already given to us in

Scripture. Any extrdiblical revelation (that contradicts, adds to or takes away

from the revelation in the Bible) should be rejected as demonic.
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