
Building Prayer Altars:

Possessing the Land



PREPARATION

POSSESSION

PLACING



Conquering

Complaints



CREAAAAK! 
SQUEEEEEK!

GROAAN!
MOAAAAN!

Hey there, 
why do you 

make so 
much noise? 
I bear all the 
labour, and 

Iτnot youτ
ought to cry 

out!

Charles 

Spurgeon in 

The Quotable 

Spurgeon



Joshua16ςEphraim
άAnd they did not drive out
the Canaaniteswho dwelt in
Gezer; but the Canaanites
dwell amongthe Ephraimites
to this day and have become
forcedlaborers.έ
Joshua16:10



Joshua 17 - West Manasseh
έYet the children of Manasseh

couldnot drive out the inhabitants
of those cities, but the Canaanites
were determined to dwell in that
land. And it happened,when the
childrenof Israelgrew strong, that
they put the Canaanitesto forced
labor, but did not utterly drive
them out.έJoshua17:12-13





άThen the children of Joseph
spoketo Joshua,saying,ά²Ƙȅ
haveyou givenusonly one lot
and one shareto inherit, since
we are a great people,
inasmuch as the LORD has
blessedusuntilƴƻǿΚέ
Joshua17:14



15 So Joshuaansweredthem, άLŦyou are a great people,
then go up to the forest country and clear a place for
yourself there in the land of the Perizzitesand the giants,
sincethe mountainsof Ephraimaretoo confinedfor you.έ
16But the childrenof Josephsaid,ά¢ƘŜmountaincountryis
not enoughfor us; and all the Canaaniteswho dwell in the
land of the valleyhavechariotsof iron, both thosewho are
of BethSheanandits townsandthosewho areof the Valley
of Jezreel.έJoshua17:15-16



Story by Leo Tolstoy



The complaint that is 
observed

όΨǳƴŦŀƛǊΣ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƭŀƴŘΩύ

The unseen, underlying 
reasons for the 

complaint.
όΨǇǊƛŘŜΣ ǿŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƳƻǊŜΩ
ΨCŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜΩύ



�‡It fosters a negative attitude.
�‡It negatively impacts those around us.
�‡�/�š�����}���•�v�[�š�����Z���v�P�����}�µ�Œ�����]�Œ���µ�u�•�š���v�����X
�‡It disqualifies the value of discomfort in our lives.
�‡It is highly unattractive.
�‡It leaves us in victim-mode.

CǊƻƳ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ άIƻǿ ǘƻ /ƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ [Ŝǎǎέ ōȅ WƻǎƘǳŀ .ŜŎƪŜǊ
https://www.becomingminimalist.com/complain-less/


