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Picture Perfect, the first volume of the Big Picture series,
reveals God's perfect picture for mankind. God’s general will
for us is the eagle-like vision all of us need if our lives are to be
truly meaningful and worthwhile on this earth. But, having this
eagle-ike vision is not enough. We must determine what God's
ant-like calling is on our life, which is specific and unique to each
one of us. In Picture Perfect, Tim Gibson shows us the various
areas of calling and the ways God practically conveys His vision
and calling to us - vital keys to spiritually seeing and hearing
God's vision and calling, and how to test that what we see and
hear is truly from the Lord.

“Tim has given us a “how-to” book which shows us how each
individual can fit into the Big Picture and Master Plan of God, and
how we can be effective tools in God's hand in fulfilling our destiny.
.. I would highly recommend it for Christians young and old.”

Dr Paul Tan
Bible Teacher & Author
In His Foreword

“| highly recommend this book to every Christian - to know how to
determine the will of God in his life”

Rev Song Meng Liang
Senior Pastor
Church of Singapore (Bukit Timah)

“Picture Perfect, the first volume of the Big Picture Series by Tim,
is a must for all who would know the will of the Father.”

Mark Geppert
President, South East Asia Prayer Center
Missionary & Author

Rev. Tim Gibson is an Englishman who has lived and ministered in Singapore since 1988. His
ministry spans across many countries and churches and currently, he pastors a congregation in
Church of Singapore (Bukit Timah). Tim's vision since arriving in Singapore is to train up ‘bright
arrows’ to be shot into dark, unreached parts of the world. To this end, the Lord has given Tim
this important teaching, entitled The Big Picture. Tim is married to a Chinese Singaporean,
Shendy. They have three beautiful children named Melody, Gideon and Matthew.
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’X tis with much joy that | extend my congratulations to Pastor Tim Gibson for this first
n publication of his work. | have known Pastor Tim for many years and seen him minister
effectively as a gifted Bible Teacher. | am sure many have been bksddthve enjoyed his
G§SFOKAY3a 2F D2RQa 2 2NR®E

a L Kréacaniierdd this book to every Christigrto know how to determine the will of
God in his or her life. In Hebrews 1@8our Lord Jesus Christ shows us the importance of
fulfilling the will of GodJesus said that God did not desire sacrifices and offerings. To God
our Lord Jesus Christsaidl SNBX L ' Y® L KI @SK d2Rsy S| yi2g Rye3 22,
Ad AYLISNI GAOS T2N) SOSNE / KNAAGALF yo althat A& 0@
God has placed within us becomes our actual experience. Then only can we enjoy the rich
and manifold blessings that God has prepared for us as His children, and glorify Him in our
f AFSoe

Gal & GKS [2NR o0fSada e2dzyRISOKUE Ipa &2 E2AF S 2

Rev. Song Meng Liang
Senior Pastor
Church of Singapore (Bukit Timah)

~  nd then there are thaV. NJXhésk fre th&. A 3  pdopdell FzNEMRiIr tiny little
n iisland they conquered nations. They stood in the face of the German war machine
andsaida! YR AT (GKS& NBIOK 2dzNJ aK2NBa ¢86Qft of dzR
G!  GUNIsRbieQo keep thél. A 3 pekspeidtueNdBiR all the events around would
are GKS AaftlyR ¢l a Fo2dzi (G2 aAy| oé
G¢CAY DAOAZ2Y ONAy3Ia KAA yIGAGS GSylOAaGe Ayl?2
lives. Jim Collins writes that the Good to Great Leader must be able to sdxgtipécture
and deal with the distasteful minute of every day living. Tim accomplishes this in an easy to
NEIFTR atGetsS GKIG 06502YSa || NBFNBEAKAY3I SELISNRAS
GLY 2dzNJ on @&SFNBR 2F 3Jf206lf YAYAadGdNBE 6S K
combination of sensitivity and sensibility Tim demonstrates. Ablegiti dzy’ | SNasR2 gy €
pressure builds, he thinks not of himself, but of the others in every situation. Atruekd (i Q
will be standing on the will of God when the tides of time are @ast.
Gt AOQGda2NBE t SNFSOUs GUKS FANBRG @2fdzyS 2F (KS
g2dzf R 1y29¢ (GKS gAff 2F (GKS CF dKSNWpE

Mark Geppert
President, South East Asia Prayer Center
Missionary & Author
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Foreword

Y writing this book, Tirhas taken on the task of describing tediously the need for every
| KNARAGALFY (G2 LldzZNERdzS GKS / KdzZNOKQa NBFf YStHy

With strong, convincing arguments, he points to the natural weaknesses of Man, and
clearly reminds us of the strength and capabil @ A Y KSNByd Ay [/ KNRAAGQA
¢23SGKSNI 6S OFy aS8S1 G2 FdzZ FA{f D2RQa 2NA3IAA
people bearing His image, ruling and reigning with justice and righteousness.

He starts by pointingustoadag ¢l f1 o6& FlIAGK gAGKAY GKS ¥
purpose and keeping in mind the destination for Mankind in His Millennium Kingdom to
O02YS® ¢KS (Ay3IR2Ya 2F GKA&a 3S GKIFG KIF@S 0S¢
Kingdom of Light as th&aints rule and reign with Christ over every people, tongue and tribe
on earth. As Christians we should reckon ourselves as seeds of Abtah@deem lost
humanity and also as seeds of King David to redeem the Fallen Kingdom.

Tim shows us howwe cantp QU A O f £ & | f A3y 2dz2NJ f AD8nde (2 0SS
army, reaching out for Christ in the power of the Spirit so that we hasten His coming. Our
aim must be that of the Apostle Paul and the early Church Fattdrs reach the yet
unreachedq setting them free from the counterfeit kingdom of Satan and bringing them
into a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

This book has been written for the purpose of providing a convenient and authoritative
source of factual information for Christians concemimarious aspects of growth and
GNFAYyAy3a (G2 SylrotS GKSY G2 ¥FdzZ FA{f D2RQa 3ISy
call to clarity. Each of us must know clearly the demands of God placed on us in this world
and our role in leading Man tilne one perfect sacrifice for their sigslesus.

We must determine what our calling is in the harvest and the specific role we are to play in
the big jigsaw of God. Will we arise & SA 1 S and & effdetivé i the area God is
calling us to?

We must not be doubleninded, but focus on what He is calling us to and give our whole
commitment to our Master. Tim urges us to get the true vision, hear His call, and move in
the specific and unique roles He has placed us in.

This book is well illustl G SR 6& ¢AYQa LISNB2YlIt SELISNASYyO
convictions, true to the Scriptures. Tim has been there. He has gone thtbadbst and by
his own experience has laid out his artful advice to others.

In practical ways, he reveals tharious areas of calling and the ways that God conveys His
GrAaA2Yy YR OFfftAy3a (2 dad 2SS KI@S @GAGEHE 1Se@
Call. He tells us how to test that which we think we see and hear from the Lord. He makes
our Christianwalk with all its ups and downs on earth more bearable, meaningful and
purposeful.

Tim has given us @ K 20¢2bbok which shows us how each individual can fit into the Big
t AOGdzNE FyR aladSNItftly 2F D2RX | ynRulfiknggs 6S C
our destiny. Together the church can relate to community life in a meaningful, satisfying and
redeeming manner as a testimony to Christ Jesus our Master.

Tim has presented the eternal counsel of God in a very simple andlwsttated bodk
and | would highly recommend it for Christians young and old.

Dr. Paul Tan
Bible Teacher & Author
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Introduction

GC2NJ 6S IINB 1 A& 62Nl YlIyaKALE ONBFGSR Ay [ KN
0STF2NBKIYR GKI (G ¢EphésadaZ0R ¢ 1 Ay GKSYE

N the hustle and bustle of modern day living we offlemnget the following scene that

exists either in faded memories, distant fiction, or now in tranquil corners of this globe:

SSGGAy3 Il KAa Y2GKSNDa FSSa4G Aa  tAGGES o2
doing. She informs him that she embroidering. He tells her that it looks like a mess from
where he is.From the underside he watches her work within the boundaries of the little
round hoop that she holds in her hand.

She smiles at him, looks down and gently says, "My son, you @at gbur playing for a
while and, when | am finished with my embroidering, | will put you on my knee and let you
see it from my side."

The little boy wonders why she uses some dark threads along with the bright ones and
why they seem so jumbled from hvgew. A few minutes pass and then he hears Mother's
voice say, "Son, come and sit on my kne€tiis he does only to be surprised and thrilled to
see a beautiful sunset-He cannot believe it, because from underneath it looked so messy.

Then his Mothe says to him, "My son, from underneath it did look messy and jumbled,
but you did not realize that there was a pdeawn plan on the top.Ilt was a design. | was
only following it. Now look at it from my side and you will see what | was doing."

In the same way, we can gaze up in despair and ask God why our lives and circumstances
seem so messy, with dark and bright threads of existence seemingly tangled together with
no rhyme or reason. But God our Father would have us sit on His broad lap and gaze upo
the big picture sewed into the embroidery of His purposes from eternity past.

Yes, we read in His Word that there is a-drawn plan, His design that all mankind is
meant to follow. Indeed, all of us will have a unique path to tread that is a stiapagt of
this divine design.

Ly 9LKSaAlya wHYmn (GKS DNBSWLIP2&GRh @R T2 N
Wa2YSOKAY3 GKIFIG A& YFRSST LI NIAOdzZ F NPRI RIdAIQ 2
GKAOK Y SFHWANR @IAES QW (RK hiddéther2fdidic jni a predetermined
RS&AAIAY QD ¢KSNBF2NBI (HWktena®SNBRS O2dzA R 2dza G A FA

GPdsS NBE | Aad SYONRARSNA Sgacdus&y o NROZRNGRVISYRI  Aly?
pre-drawn design and pattern from the beginning of time&K G ¢S A K2dzZ R F2f f 2

This book is written with the purpose of taking you to that high place, seated on the
CFriKSNRa 1L gKSNB @&2dz Ol y bigdhesds sekirgznghiy G KS L
messageHis Big Picture. Take time outtbé hustle and bustle of your life to allow the Lord
to do just that as you read through this appointment with your destiny.

,2dz gAff 0S aKz2g¢gy D2RQa LIy F2N YIY{l{AYyR ¥
strands that should be seen inyour lifeif2 dz ¢ yi G2 F2tt2¢ GKS CI
82dz oAttt 0S3IAY (02 dzy N @St (GKF G LI NIAOdzZ | NI &
be, your specific call that you have been designed to walk in from the beginning of time.

This book is partme in a three volume series and is actually an expansion of my previous
0§SFOKAY3 &SNASA SyuAaidtSR WeKS . A3 tAOGdINBQ ¢
2AyR2ga | StLI CAES 02YLJziSNJ G4SIFOKAy3a AR F2N
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Bible teaching packages and Christian resources, at fblowing web address-
http://www.t imshen.tuepath.con).
| SN ¢6S ogAff aSS D2RQa oA3 LIy F2N YFEYylAyY
called to outwork that plan. Volume two will look in neodetail at the Spiritual Gifts as tools
of our calling and volume three will unveil the various stages that our callihgathrough.
Volume One: The Big PicturgPicture Perfect (this book).
Volume Two: The Big PictuePaintingthe Picture.
Volume Three: The Big Pictar&he Picture Process.

10



Chapter One
The Big Picture

puzzle. It was a really enjoyable time of fun and family bonding, but abibvéearnt
a valuable principle that abides with me even now:

If you want to know where the pieces fit look at the big picture first.

When | first started helping with the puzzles | would just take one piece and try to fit it in
anywhere my eyes teme. This of course was a long, tedious and unsuccessful process that
made me feel like giving up. It also bugged the rest of my family and often interfered with
their attempts at placing the correct piece. Many times they would have to help me remove
onepiece that | overzealously tried forceinto the place | thought it should go!

2S Oly |ftaz2 0SS tA1S (GKAA Ay 29N S@ERIAL Y 3
we really fit in. We dip our foot in here and there, hoping the rest of ukjust slide into
place, only to find we get stuck and need help getting out.

In the process we upset those around us as we either take the place they should be in or
we block themfrom getting to where they should be. Many Christians give up tryiniintb
gKIFG D2RQ&a LISNFSOUG oAaftf A& F2NJ GKSY 0650l dzas

However, soon | learnt that | needed to refer to the big picture on the lid of the puzzle box
so that | could more easily see where the piece | had in my hand reallyviias simply a
case of seeing the context into which the piece fit and matching the shapescdmarson it
with those of the picture on the lid.

LT S NBILtfte glyid (G2 1y2¢6 6KSNB S FTAOL Ayi:
the same thing;to 4SS GKS o60A3 LIAOGAZNBE 2F D2RQa RSaAdy
what Wolour€and W & K I (¢iféhgs@nd abilities) we have been created with so that we will
know the context into which we should be placed.

n As a little boy | would spend hours with my family putting together the latest jigsaw

11



During the first few chapters | will be doing the former, unveiling to you the big picture of
D2RQa LX LYy F2N Fff YIyl AYRSDY SINGABAD Miat HOONS S |
desires all of us to follow after. On seeing this you will appredfsecontext into which you
Ydzald 068 LI I OSR (2 ¥FdzZf FAff D2RQa RS&aAday F2NJ &

You will be taken through Scriptural principles that will help you piece together what God
is already showing you about His design on your life, whether you are aware®mohot.

This will help reveal to you your speckitO | fwhighyydl @ill be gifted apprajately with
by God to move in.

The next volume will look in more detail at our Ggiglen spiritual gifts that will be the
tools of our calling, to getthewdr R2YyS & ¢S Y20S Ay D2RQa alL
volume will explore the process God will take us through as we walk in His calling for us.

Ly GKAA OKFLIISNI L gAfft 32 (GKNRBdIdzZAK (GKS FAOGS
the Bible, vhich can be diglayed in the following diagram:

The Big
Picture

Gen 1:28

Glory

2Thess 2:13-14

Adam and
Eve in Eden

Step by Step in
the Will of God
Eph 2:10
4

2 . The Fall
Rom 3:23

The Cross of Christ God’s W.i" for
2Tim 1:9 Mankind

STAGE1l.Goddés Original Purpose.
This stage relates to the place marked with a circled number 1 in the diagram.

{2 D2R ONBFIGSR YIy Ay |1 Aa 2y AYF3IAST Ay
female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of
the air, and over every living thing that moves on ¢lagth." Genesid.:27-28

Reading Genesis 1:2ZB we can see what God's original intention for mankind was, which
we will look into more fully in the next chapter. But, as we shall see in the next stage, man
fell from the place of being able to follow the arrow to Goglsrious inheritance (the place
marked by the circled number 5 in the diagranthat's why the diagram has a cross over
GKS FTNNRBg>Z RSyYy20Ay3 (KI G D2 Reach staydNB Thd eenf Ay i
thwarted.

Stagel really represents the bigision all of us need to recapture in our spirits if we are
going to be effective sons and daughters of God on this planet. It really shows us the
al TSNR&a NBIFaz2y F2N) ONBIFdGAYy3 dza>X FyR gKIFG o€
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D2RQa o0f d3SYIONRRYALRSARI WIF GGSNYyQ GKFG 1S KFa RN
beginning of time.

Adam and Eve represented the whole of humanity that came after them, so in their
LISNFSOG adrdsS GKSe $SNB 3IABSY D2RQa  o0f dzSLIN
generdi A2y ada® D2RU& 2NAIAYIf LIzNLI2EAS F2NJ YI YAy
will for them, was that they fill the earth with people bearing His Image, glorifying His name.

Men and women were to be overcomers on the earth and partake of the fally®f the
heavenlies, entering into His inheritance for them.

God's intention for mankind has always been that we fill the earth, ruling and reigning
under His theocratic leadership, showing forth His justice and righteousness. This will be
more clealy seen when Christ returns to set up a thousand years of rule and reign on earth
with His saints in the Millennium (Revelation 2@:4 | YR S @Sy Gdz- t €& Ay Al
coming of the new heaven and new earth (Revelation 21:1).

Paul expounds upothis destiny in his inspired letter to the Ephesians:

. fSaasSR 6S (KS D2R FYyR CIFOKSNJ 2F 2dzNJ [ 2NR
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the wad, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us
accepted ini KS . StredassR®B: 9 LJ

Just as Adam and Eve were blessed to fulfill His purpose for them, so we are blessed to
SYGiSN) AyiG2 2dz2NJ RSadAyASazr G2 oS D2RQ&a | R2LJ
maturity in our Christian lives where we are @agng in His inheritance for us, His call on
our lives.

This will ultimately be realized when Jesus returns for a second time but can be realized in
part now in our present Christian walk. During the rest of the volume and the following two
we will belooking at how we recognize our Ggdsen calling and how to practically move in
it.

Notice that the blessings we receive to carry out His purposes aredohly” J/Okitbide & (i Q
2T 0StAST IyR tAFS Ay WSadza |/ kKMkcause ohthe A a A
GSNNAO6ES GKAy3 GKFG ' RFEY FYR 90S RAR GKFG a
original plan.

D2RQa ofSaaay3aa g¢gAftf 2yteé 0O2YS dz2lRy dza 6KS
Him. As long as Adam and Eve remained in canerelationship with God (obeying Him
and doing His desired will) God poured out His promised blessing on them and their spirits
were kept alive to Him and His purposes. If we are born again, we still have a responsibility
to keep the New Covenant, whichay be summedup a8f 2 Ay 3 D2R L yR 2 0A\

As soon as Adam and Eve disobeyed God and broke the covenant God had made with
GKSYZ (KSe& 6SNB TFtdzy3ad gl & FTNRBY GKS LI I OS 27
lives.

This brings us to theext stageThis is Stage 2 in the diagram.

13



The Big

. Glory
Picture |
: 1 , Gen 1:28 2 Thess 2:13-14
Adéh and |
Evein Eden Step by Step in

the Will of God
' Eph 2:10
5 ThefFall ’
4
Rom 3:23 i ,
e |
The Cross of Christ God’s W.|II for
2Tim 1:9 Mankind

STAGE 2: The Fall of Mankind.

This stage relates to where you see the circled number 2 in the diagram. Here we see the
downward arrow showing man's fall from the place of being able to outwork God's original
intention. God desired them to fill the earth with a people bearing His image, ruling and
reigning with Him, but the fall separated them from this high calling.

When Adam and Eve fell they metaphorically bumped their heads and lost all memory of
D 2 Rd@sign for them. They hadishonouredD2 RQ&a 02 @Syl yi o6& RA
gSNBE ONRdzAKG G2 F ALANRGdAz-E adlrasS 27F of
design on their lives.

"Now theserpentd @& I A R (2 youkmMl nab suiélly ¢ dindtidedel&y you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like @&b when the woman saw that the tree
was good for food and it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise,
she took of its fruit and ate. She also gavéné&w husband with her, and he ate....they knew
that they were naked and they..made themselves coverings....Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord G@a#hesis Chapter(&elected readings)

As a result of their disobedience thman and woman were thrown out of the garden
(God's place of purpose and destiny) and lived under a curse. On the woman was a curse of
pain in childbearing and desire towards her husband, and on man was a curse of hard toil
and sweatffilled labour.

Thesecurses were a direct result of their breaking covenant with G&bd had promised
blessing if they lived in covenant relationship with Him (Genesis 1:28) and moved in His
purposes, but that blessing was removed when they broke their part of the covenant.

They now were separated from God's Will for their lives.

Instead of choosing th&athway of Life{i.e. communion and obedience towards God),
mankind disobeyed God and fell away from the glorious Inheritance that was rightfully
theirs. They sinned and fell short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).

The fact that they ate from the tree of Knowledge ®bod and Evil showss that they
were pursuing a life of determining ¢ir own destinies. Theyhandked knowledge
themselves, instead of seeking God for wisdom (The Tree of Life) to follow His plan. Adam
FYR 9@0S F2fft26SR | 7TltludvBionddrtheén2y | yR FStf FNR

14



2 KSy S aidF NI G2 32 2dz2NJ 26y ol &> S@OSy | a /K
F2N) dz& YR FAYR 2dz2NESt @Sa dzy RSNJ OdzNBESa Ay
way.

Was there a way back? Was there a way for rtaance again be in the position to attain
to God's purpose for his life?

God initiated a program that was to redeem two areas (or strands) of rebellion, namely
the counterfeit kingdom set up by Satan and the fallen state of mankind.

Right from thestart of Scripture we see God setting in motion a plan to confront Satan's
kingdom of darkness by invading it with His own victorious Kingdom of light, in the process
redeeming lost humanity to populate His Kingdom and see it spread over the face of the
earth (His original intention).

C2tt26Ay3 A& | &dzYYFNE 2F LI NI 2F Fy | NIAOf
D2R GNBAYy3 (2 R2KéoC2dzyR AYy dat SNALISOGAGSa 2y
and S.C. Hawthorne), which beautifuligdes the development of these two strands.

DSySaia oYmp &aK2g4a dmbotlDd tReQeifalldNtBadid: a A 2y (G2 NB

G!'yR L gAff Lzt SyYvYAide o6SisSSy e2dz FyR (KS
he shall bruise your headndyou shall buise His heel Genesis 3:15

(1) The head of the Serpent (Satan) will be crushed by the Seed (singular) of the woman
CKA&d A& LINRPLKSaeAy3da (KS ONMzaAKAY3I 2F {I{FyQa
Light), thus redeeming the fallen Kingdom strand. The fulfillment of this can be seen in
Jesus' ministry. He walse Seedhat embodied the Kingdom of Light.

(2) The Serpent (Satan) will bruise the heel of the Seed of the woman (J&kis)s a
prophecy of Satan's apparent victory over Jesus at the cross (His heel was pierced by a nail)
we know that this was actually a decisive victory over the kingdom askrebss and
purchased redemption once and for all for lost humanity, thus esdmg the Lost Humanity
strand.

In the Old Testament we see God raising Upaally seed through Abrahar®énesis 12:-1
3) that resulted in the formation of God's chosen peopszael. They were meant to be a
KINGDOMredeeming Fallen Kingdom strand)RRIEST&deeming Lost Humanity strand
See Exodus 19:6).

Abraham's seed shows forth the priestly aspect of God's plan (typified by the Lamb),
David's seed shows the Kingdamspect (typified by the Lion)together they combat the
two fallen strands.

God's intention for Israel was the same as His intention for Adam and Eve. He called them
and blessed them with the purpose of blessing the whole earth, filling it with menkin
bearing His image, ruling and reigning in justice and righteousness. Israel was to 'bless all
families (people groups) of the earth'.

However, the Old Testament records show Israel largely failing in its missionary mandate
to the nations (literally 'pople groups' formed from the original 70 groups as recorded in
Genesis 10). There are some isolated incidents of Israel blessing the nations around them
(either attractively¢ Gentiles coming to Israel and being converted to the Jewish faith
expansiely ¢ Jews going forth as missionaries to surrounding nations, as Jonah was called
to do) but God's judgments on, and eventual casting off of, Israel was specifically due to
their failure in His missions mandate.

Israel certainly wa¥’ ¥ NHahdWry X OJtbat Sriy@ T A £ f S RwhérkGod sbrit tRdi K Q
Assyrians and Babylonians to take them unwillingly into captivity because of their sins.
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Sq by the time of Jesyshere were Jews in every Roman province and even furdifietd
due to their forced¥ R A | gdisgeMsior® But this was not a willing outworking of His plan
and there needed to be a willing vessel.

That's when God initigd His crowning achievement. This is Stage 3 in the diagram.

The Big

. Glory
Picture
t 1 3 Gen 1:28 2 Thess 2:13-14
Adam and |
Evein Eden Step by Step in

the Will of God
" Eph 2:10
2 The Fall ,
4
Rom 3:23 . o
: 3 ]
The Cross of Christ God'’s W.'" for
2Tim 1:9 Mankind

STAGE 3: The Cross of Christ.

This stage relates to the section marked with the circled number 3 on the diagram. It relates
to the Cross of Christ.

a!faz2 F2NJ ! RFY YR Ktudics df akih&d @ K ESRhwK SY»R VIS
3:21

G!' YR AY (KS LANBtOGadsthatZain bilokghit&n diféring of the fruit of the
ground to the LORD. Abel also brought of fingtborn of his flockand of their fat. And the
LORD respected Abel and his offering, but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain
was vey angry, and his countény OS TSt f ®¢ DSy SaAia nYo

G!'yR fty2ad ftf GKAyYy3A | NB 0 ésheddingof bldods LIdzZNH S
NONBYAaaAz2ydé | SONBSGEA dDYHH

In the above verses we see that God initiated His salvation plan by takinglaskins to
O2@BSNJ ' RIFY FTYR 90SQa aAys>s oNAYy3IAYy3d GKSY ol O]
2dz062N)] 1 A& LY 2y OGKSANI ftA@Sad IS ga NBO
blood that redemption can come (God would have had to slayremal, shedding its blood,
to clothe them).

Abel had learnt that truth and offered up a blood offering, but Cain offered up the fruit of
I OdzZNESR 3INRBdzy R OYI 1AYy3 | ¢gl& Ay KAa 2gy ai
will come into conflict as igividly seen in Cain murdering his brother.

The Old Testament sacrificial system, embodied in the slaying of the Passover lamb,
follows this truth and foreshadows the Lamb of God who would come to willingly go the
way of the Father. He would lay down His life and shed His blood for the remissiba of
sins of all who believe in Him.
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GLyYy | AY rededptighltheo8gh His blogdhe forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, having
made known to us the mystery of kgl, according to His good pleasure which He purposed
in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on-earthlim. In Him
also we have olsined an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him
who works all things according to the counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ
aK2dzZ R 0SS (2 GKBEphdsis RS 2F | A& 3t 2NE P¢
This passage of scripture My shows what Jesus has done for us. His death and
NBadZNNBEOGAZ2Y KIFI @S SylFof SR dza G2 2y 0S Y2NB NB
When we humble ourselves, confess our sins and accept Jesus into our hearts by faith, we
areactuallyseeB (G KS R22NJ 2LJSy (2 FdZ FAftAy3a D2RQa 2
Gol S0 Kra &l @SR dza FyR OFftSR dza @gAGK | K :
according to His own purpose and grace which giasn to us in Christ Jesus before time
begang Timothy 1:9
According to what | have already stated, and also what we read in 2 Timothy 1:9, even
before time God had in His heart the answer, Jesus, who came to show us the way and
indeed be the way (John 14:6). Only through trusting in Jesus ais$ work of atonement
in our life, repenting from all sin, turning our back on it and goingntdig, can we get back
on track.
If you have never accepted Jesus into your life as LordSandour repented of your
RAA20SRASYOS (12 DhédQ80 ddgleds troudyto liweHizMayftHei YOI
can do it right now. Just get down on your knees and pray in belief:
GClIGKSNJ D2RYX F2NHAGS YS F2NJ RAadaz2o0SeAy3a | 2dzN
the blood of Jesus right now and | ask yodill my heart with Your spirit so | will be born
again. | receive your salvation right now and promise to live a life holy, blameless and in Your
f20S® | YSY &
Inviting Jesus into our hearts, as our persosaliour, is only the first step we aresaved
and thencalledwith a holy calling.
There is a pathwayThe Highway of Holine$sive must walk upon and not stray away
from. For each one of us it will go in the same direction but will also be unique! It will be a
strand in the overall embroidér 2 ¥ D2 RQa LJzN1J2aSad
The whole earthly ministry of Jesus can be seen as preparing and enabling the Church to
take over God's mission where Israel had largely failed. God's intention has not changed, He
expects the Church to rise up and extend God's ddngto the ends of the earth, seeing
lost humanity redeemed by the blood of Jesus.
The Church is now to be thdagingdom of Priest§’Royal Priesthood'see 1 Peter 2:9) that
will appropriate Christ's victory in both lost strands (fallen kingdom astl humanity) on
the earth, in His power and strength.
Jesus is mentioned right at the start of the Gospels as beingdhd of Abrahan{The
Lamb of God redeeming Lost Humanity strand) and tBeed of DavidThe Lion of Judah
redeeming the Fallen Kingdom stranddee Matthew 1:1 which shows that Jesus came to
fulfill both strands as He is called tt®on of David, the Son of Abraham'’
When we areW 0 2 NJ/ artd 3taroyir@ew lives in Christ we aretwldly placed at the
A0FNIAY3a EAYS 2F | NXrOS GKIFG Attt GF1S dza | f
However, many Christians start running imcles from this starting pointinstead of
fldzyOKAYy3a F2NILIKXZ SeéSa 2yonibBRiKRwIEthey doFousdlladdA 2 y 5
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round getting nowhere fast. As the proverb saysg A 1 K2 dziT @A aA 2y GKS LIS?2
2FTF NBAGNI AYy(iQUuQ

It is within this contet that we must see our part. This is Stage 4 in the diagram.

The Big
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Rom 3:23 " f
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2Tim 1:9 Mankind

STAGE 4: Our Present Walk Of Faith.

The section marked by a circled number 4 on the diagram relates to this stage. It is the
‘Jacob's ladderthat connects us back up with God's original heavenly purpose. Through
Jesus Christ we are placed on an upward staircase lgadiHlis inheritance. We are to walk
this in faith (2 Corinthians 5:7) step by step, moving from glory to glory (2 Corinthians 3:18).

a C ByNyace you have been saved through faithd that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lestnyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesusfor good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk inythes
Ephesians 2:20

This brings us lk to the first verse we looked at in the Foreword (Ephesians 2:10). It
comes after two welknown verses that show we are saved by grace through faith in the
finished work of Christ.

Our salvation is not based on any good works or deeds we have performed; it is
completely based on the grace, unmeriti/our, of God.

When | first became a Christian at the age of eleven the first passage | memorized was
Ephesians 2:8, but | never ace looked at verse ten until ten years later when | was at
university.

It was only then that | began to realize that we are saved for a purpose, a purpose greater
than just attending church and being involved in some small ministiyas also thenhat |
started to go on mission trips to North Africa, France and Spain that were to constitute the
launching pad into my calling into fulltime ministry, now in South East Asia.

Our good works do not save us, but we are sawetb good works. He has a specific walk
for us, a calling that will be unique. As each jigsaw puzzle piece is unique and yet forms part
of the big picture. As each strand in an embroidery is unique and yet is an integral part in
forming the whole.

18



a Ly Jesus) yoa alstusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, havingelieved you weresealed with the Holy Spirit of promjse
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased passéssi
GKS LINIF A&aS 2F | A-44 I3t 2NBR Pé 9LIKSAAlI YA MYMO

It is the Holy Spirit who seals us in our callings and guarantees us the inheritance we have
been promised, if indeed we believe. We fitii Nibizlesuand are born again, but we live
our Christian lives by faith, BY 6 S f ArSHB pnprEIes. As we shall see, there are general
promises (vision) and specific promises (calling) that God gives us.

Only when we! 6 S f theSed®lises will wee W & S IwithSHe ®loly Spirit. This seal is
referring to the wax seal that was on genuine property papers at that time, bearing the
image of the one promising that property. This sealed document wéiE dzI Nkhg G S S Q
inheritance to the bearer of it.

2 KSYy 4S 0StASOPS Ay D2RQa LINRPYAASA TFT2NJ dza 4SS
us and empower ug outwork those promisesActs 1:8). Then we can go in and claim the
WLINE oIS &S Nebdihbsyfad s Q

| remember clearly the time #t | was baptized in the Holy Spirit during my first year of
university in London, England (1985). It came at a point where God was showing me the call
on my life to leave my homeland and go where He would lead me (God was particularly
speaking to me outfoGenesis 12:b g KA OK gl & ! 0N KI YQa OlFffoo

When | finally believed in this call, and the promise of blessing that went with it, my ten
year drought (as a Christian without the power of the Holy Spirit) was ended. It happened at
the end of the Alpha Case | was attending, under Holy Trinity Brompton church that | was
then a member of.

As our pastor prayed for a group of us in a circle | saw a bright light and the form of a dove
come upon us. My whole body was tingling with something like electraty | started
running around the room.

The former and the latter rain poured down together as | was baptized in the Holy Spirit
and empowered with boldness to step oo what God was promising me.

We are saved and then we must enter into our calé (&re not called to be saved, but
saved to be called as we see in 2 Timothy 1:9). This call will comprise of God's general call to
all Christians but will also be a specific call to each one of us. Each one of us will have a call
in the context of God'8IG PICTURE

According to God's wordthe end' (destination point) will not be reached until every
tongue, tribe and nation &s heard the Gospel messadéafthew 24:14).

So our call will be in the context of reaching every tongue, tribe and nation thi
Gospel. This can only be accomplished effectively in the dynamic power of the Holy Spirit.

It is imperative we learn to walk in God's call for our lives. Our Spiribbas savedat
new birth, but our Soul (mind, will and emotions)oising savedPhilippians 2:12) now. So
we are to have more of the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5,1 Peter 4:1), the will of the Father
(John 5:30, Matthew 26:39, Philippians 2:13) and the emotions of the Holy Spirit (Romans
15:13) in our present walk of faith. Wheasiis comes back for His Bride, the Churchywile
be savedn our bodies (1 Corinthians 15:&P, 1 Thessalonians 5:23) as we enter into our
full inheritance with Him.

Our present Christian walk must link in with God's original intention to see tra &al of
people bearing His image, ruling and reigning with justice and righteousness. We do this by
faith, reckoning ourselves as seeds of Abraham and of Dawédcan be a part of redeeming
the two strands of Fallen Kingdom and Lost Humanity.
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We muwst be as Lions to the Kingdom of darkness (Spiritual Warfare) and as Lambs to Lost
Humanity, leading them sacrificially to the one perfect sacrifice for their-slasus!

We will be looking at how we can practically align our lives now to be a pagodfs
strategic endtime army, reaching all people groups for Christ in the power of the Spirit so
that we hasten His comin@/latthew 24:14).

Our aim must be that of the Apostle Paul, to reach the unreached, setting them free from
the counterfeit kingdm of Satan and bringing them into a savkmpwledge of Jesus Christ
(Romans 15:20).

Now we will look at whatve are ultimately saved into. This is Stage 5 in the diagram.
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STAGE 5: Glory i Our Ultimate Destiny.
This stage relates to the area diagram with the circled number 5. This is the glorious
inheritance we have in Christ, the fullness of His glory.
As we have already read in Ephesians143ve see that we are ultimately called to
(1) Complete holiness (verse 4).
(2) Complete adopon as sons (verse 5).
(3) Complete praising the glory of His grace (verse 6, 12 and 14).
(4) Complete redemption (verse 7).
(5) Complete gathering together of all things (verse 10).
(6) Complete obtaining of our inheritance (verse 11).
(7) Complete redemption of theyrchased possession (verse 14).

Other passages that reveal whae are ultimately called to are:

GC2NJ 6K2Y | S F2NB| Yy BHd& corfofimed to the? imagiNagd RiS$oil A Y S R
that He might be the firstborn amonmany brethren. Moreover whom He predestined,
these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these
He alsaglorifiedd ¢ Romans 8:2280

GOPPGKI G @2dz ¢2dZ R adld ypu indo2HikIioWre kingddm abDdBigrRD ¢ ¢ K 2
1Thessalonians 2:12

G.dzi 6S FTNB o02dzy R G2 3IAPS (KFryla G2 D2R I f
because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit
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and belief in the truth, to which He called yloyiour gospeffor the obtaining of the glory of
our Lord Jesus Chds® Thessalonians 2:134

So the seven areas seen in Ephesiansld:8an be summed up by saying that God calls us
to a state of being? 3 f 2 NIRaE i, SnREng into the flihess of His glory.

God's original purpose for man (to see a world full of those bearing His Image, glorifying
his name) can only be reached through Jesus by the power of His Spirit working in and
through us. Only as we are obedient to His call on ou&slwill we do His will and see His
purposes outworked.

Finally, the Word of God shows us, this destiny will be met when every tongue, tribe and
nation stands before God worshipping Him (see Revelation 7:9). When representatives from
every tongue, trile and peoples have been brought before Kibesus, the end will come
(Matthew 24:14).

The Bible also shows us that heaven is just the waiting room of the saints. When Jesus
returns in power and glory, all His saints will be gathered together to meetiiiime sky
with new resurrection bodiesl(Thessalonians 4:17).

The saints will then descend to rule and reign with Jesus for a thousand years on earth
after a period of God's wrathding poured outRevelation 20:46).

This was God's original inteon - the earth filled with saints bearing His image, ruling and
reigning with justice and righteousness. The kingdoms of this age that have been ruled by
Satan's dark forces will become the Kingdom of Light as the saints rule and reign with Christ
over every people group on earth (Daniel 2:44; Revelation 11:15).

We are now in training for this rulership, and though God's kingdom now is seen in His rule
and reign in our lives and not as a physical territory, with His second coming His kingdom
will be fnally established on eartiRgvelation 11:15).

With representatives from every tongue, tribe and nation the stage will be set for Jesus to
return and apportion out rewards of rulership depending on our faithfulness to His call on
our lives (Read the Pable of the Talents found in Matthew 25:t4n G2 &4SS WSadzaQ
on this truth).

The fullness of God's original intention will of course be seen with the arrival of the new
heaven and new earth after the thousand years Millenniuthe ultimate gloy we are
called into.

Gb2¢ L alteg | yS¢g KSI@SYy FyR |+ yS¢g SIFENIK:Z ¥
passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a kagtaned for her husband. And |
heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be
their God. And God will wipe away every teamni their eyes; there shall be no more death,
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away." Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, | make all things new." And He said to
me, "Write, for these words areue and faithful." And He said to me, "It is done! | am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. | will give of the fountain of the water of
life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and | will be his God
andhed KI £ f 0 SReeektiod 2§ ®¢

LY 6S osraSte F2tft2¢ D2RQa OlFff 2y 2dzNJ f A @S A
a0 NBR A Yhosé i aré {vigedshall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and
those who turn many to riglebusness like the stars foeWNJ |y FDarfe13:81E
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specific will for our lives and walk in the light of this revelation. The next chapters outline
exactly whatit is we are all generally called to and the specific areas of calling that God has
for us to move in.

Do You Get The Picture?

Time to reflect:
Look at the Big Picture diagram again and ask yourself where you are in the scheme of

things.
1 Are you whereyou should be?
1 What should you do to move forward to the next level?
i1 Pause to pray that the Lord would reveal more to you of His Big Picture.
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destiny for us (as represented by the target in the diagram).

Spheres of Calling in
Overall Vision

The
Vision

Genesis 2 - Genesis 1 - The Target -
Specific General God's Will
Calling Vision

All callings must be within the arrow of
God'’s overall vision otherwise
they will miss the mark!

23

dza

Fy
D2 Padarr@iad A 2y T
GAEAAZ2Y F2N YI yq1)



DSySaAia OKFLIISNI g2 akKz2¢ga dza D2RQ&a &LISOATFAC
the pattern for each of our callings. This calling may be represented by the garden the man
was placed in and is seen as the circle inthe LIK S NS a digyrm. / + £ € Ay 3 Q

2S gAftf FTANRGERE f221 G GKS FTNNRg:Z gkAOK NB
like vision that God wants all of us to possess if we are to hit the target He has for us.

Some time ago | received a wonderfuimail from a W. Tang (NUS, Singapore) who wrote
about lessons we can learn from eagles. The following is an adapted version of his teaching.

The eagle is a marvelous creation of God. It is the most majestidl @irds and is
mentioned many times in the Bible. In fact, the eagle is mentioned 38 times, many more
times than the dove or other birds. One Hebrew word for vision or a SBeel) is the
same as the name of a bird at that time, similar to an eaglwak so called due to its sharp
eyes.

The Eagle builds her nest on the cliff or in a high tree. The nest is so large that a human can
sleep in it. It can weigh up to 700kg and is also comfortable to rest in.

With the basis of God's word, we shall sekat the king of birds can show us concerning
truths about God, and also about Christians, especially concerning the quialiision God
wants us to have.

Firstly, all eagles must learn to fly.

High in the mountains, a baby eagle is born. Liketh#r babies, there are two things that
baby eagles, known as eaglets, love to do: eat and sleep. The eaglet spends its initial life in
the comfort of the nest.

Every day mummy eagle finds food and drops it directly into the open mouths of the
hungry eaglet. With a satisfied stomach, the eaglet then goes to sleep and the cycle
continues when it becomes hungry again. This goes on for a few weeks, until one day,
mummy eagle just hovers over the nest. This time, there is no food.

After hovering a fewaunds, mummy eagle makes a dive into the nest and begins to shake
it violently. She then takes one of her babies in her mouth and starts soaring into the skies.
The baby eaglet begins to tremble, "Mummy is mad! Mummy is mad!". Suddenly, she drops
the babyeaglet that starts to struggle.

Just before the eaglet smashes against the rocks, mummy eagle sweeps down and picks it
up. This goes on for more than ten times. The eaglet starts to wonder why mummy is doing
this.

Every time it is being dropped fromhe sky, the eaglet struggles by flapping its wings.
badzyye Oly Ffteéeo L glyd (G2 Ffte tA1S KSN (22
picture! Mummy is teaching her young to fly. At about the fourteenth or fifteenth try, the
eaglet begins to fly.

Christians are like baby eagles, comfortable in the nest. They come to church once a week
for food. They wait for pastor to drofspiritual” food into their mouths. When the service is
over, they go homé'sleep"for a few days and the cycle continuestilone day, something
happens and they stggle. The nest gets shakeDguteronomy 32:1113) and they don't
know what to do.

"It's the devil! It's the devil!" they exclaim. No, it's not! It's just our loving Father who
allows our nest to be shaken bmese He wants us to grow into maturity, so that we can fly
and see His big vision for us. It's no point being an eagle that cannot fly. The Word of God
says in Exodus 19:4 that God bore the children of Israel on eagles' wings. Here we see the
mother eaglesymbolizes God.
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The way mummy eagle treats her young shows us how God treats His children. Just when
it seems like we're going under ... SWISH ... mummy eagle, God, comes and picks us up.

In the world, they push people down when they are going ug.@®ad lets us fall down to
get us up. He allows us to go through desperate times so we will get desperate for Him and
Him alone.

LGQa ¢KSYy S 221 dzLJ FNRBY o0St26 |yR aSS Gr¢
picture! Just like the mummy eagle liitp the eaglet many times so the Lord will lift us up
to see His big vision many times.

14 6S 6FAG 2y 1 AYZ SaLISOAlLIfte Ay GAYSa 6KSN
will rise on wings as eagles (Isaiah 40:31).

Secondly, eagles are mh& for high places.

Unlike other birds that fly in the lowlands, eagles are made to fly in the high places, out of
sight of the naked human eye and out of range of the hunter's rifle. An eagle has large eyes
that are located on the sides of its headowever, it can see straight ahead.

Most birds have keener sight than humans and other animals, but eagles and hawks are
arAR (2 KIFI@S GKS 1SSySad arakda 2F Fffto LGQ
landscape and from this vantage point theyoose where they will go.

God made us to fly in the high places, free from the world's control, with His high and holy
vision.

A tourist to the Jurong Bird Park in Singapore once commented that the eagles there
looked very clean. In reply, tHard-keeper said: "When eagles are in freedom, they are the
cleanest birds. But when they are in captivity, they are the dirtiest.”

God made us pure and holy to conform to the image of His Son. If Christians are in
captivity, or subjected to the ways tife world, they can be thédirtiest” of all creatures.

Unless we'fly" in the high places, out of the world's control, and according to how God
has made us, we'll remain the dirtiest of creatures. We are made to soar high with an
SI3AftSQa AADRRPE BIBYYTNRY GKFG K2f@& LISNBLISOI
will better choose which way to go.

Thirdly, eagles do not fly, they soar.

Eagles do not fly like other birds, flapping their wings profusely and using their own
strength.Instead, eagles soar majestically, making use of the wind currents to gain height.

What makes the eagle so special is that she sits on the rock and reads the wind and when
the time is perfect she takes off and soars upward with her great wings. Thespescial up
going wind, which the eagle rides, and circles higher and higher towards the sky, without
effort. She just spreads her wings.

The wind is referred many times in the Bible as the Holy Spirit. We can learn to cooperate
with the Holy Spirit ad let Him lift us closer to Jesus. The eagle in this case is the Christian
who is being lifted by the Holy Spirit up and closer to Jesus.

Like eagles, we should learn to ride on the current of the Holy Spirit, instead of relying on
ourownstrength.®a GKS 1 2f& {LANRG GKIG Sygrairzya dz
whilst on this earth, which should be our vision.

Right now we need to allow the Lord to carry us on high, though we may be falling from
D2RQa L Iy F2N 2 dghipseofHES dig gictire fromadup theeland Gefélize:
that we are made for such a high calling. Then we must soar on the winds of the Holy Spirit
a4 KS NB@SFHfa (2 dza D2RQA LX Fya FyR LlzN1L2aSa

Genesis Chapter 1 takes usgoch a high place. In broad, sweeping terms we are swept
glre o620S (GKS SIENOK tA1S Fy SI3tS (2 aSS D2F
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now to lift you up high so that you can take in the wonderful vista of His grand will for
mankind.

As we survey what God reveals in Genesis Chapter one as His general will for us, allow God
to envision the eyes of your heart. Breathe in the pure air from this high place and allow the
Holy Spirit to speak to you.

We see God creating all things forapuip8 ' yR GKA A& LJzN1J22 &S Yl & 065
revealed will for mankind in verses-28.

"So God created man in His own image; In the image of God He created him; Male and
female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, 'Be dndtful
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of
the air, and over every Living thing that moves on the earf@&nesis 1:228

The basic vision of God shown in Genesis-22¢an be seen, throigthe work of Christ,
as being relevant to us today. Each aspect that was God's general will for Adam and Eve can
be seen to relate to a specific activity for us today. Gener@lbd will for us to all is:

1. To be conformed to His image (to be like Jesusis general will for all believers is
that they becomesons(Ephesians 1:8 and Romans 8:290). Jesus is the pattern
Son who is the express Image of God, and we are to follow Him in bearing forth this
image. He desires our worship and fellowship andmaty - from this place of
sonship we will rule in the inheritance He has for us in the nations.

2. To be blessedlt's God's will for us all to be blessed so we can be a blessing in the
nations. The basic blessing of the Lord to Adam and Eve (Geng%i28):is
repeated through Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. This flow of blessing has
not stopped! Through Christ, we too are partakers of it! (See Galatians 3:14 and
Ephesians 1:8).

This blessing is not just spiritual (salvation, forgivenéss but also material God
wants to bless us in our work so we can use all the resources to be a blessing to
others and extend the Kingdom of God. This blessing also speaks of God's
empowering us by His Spirit to do His will.

3. To be fruitful. To diplay a fruitful character full of the fruit of His Holy Spirit (see
Galatians 52210 0 ® L1 Qa D2RQa ¢gAff UGKIFG o8 |t
especially His divine love which #ilé other fruits are a part of.

LOVE IS CENTRAL

Joy is lovexulting.

Peace is love in repose.
Longsuffering is love on trial.
Gentleness is love in society.

Goodness is love in action
Faith is love on the battlefield.
Meekness is love at school.
Temperance is love in training.
If we only just brought forth the fruof the Spirit,
What a world we would have!
Men would have no desire to do evil.

-Dwight L. Moody
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4. To multiply. We must multiply as cells in the body do. We do this first and foremost
through evangelism. In the Old Testament we see this multiptinaif the Israelites
locally wherever they were (e.g. Exodus 1:12). In the early church too wthisee
local multiplication Acts 2:47). It's God's general will for us to all be 'multiplying'
ourselves through witnessing to our friends ameighboursin friendship evangelism.

5. To fill the earth and subdue itHe want o fill the earth with peoples in Hilmage-
through missions Nlatthew 28:1920). This will happen not as a result of all our
efforts but because He has promised it! We must alignlmes with themain focus
of discipling the nations.

This may not mean going cresslturally ourselves, but it does mean our focus
must be to reach the unreached with the Good News of the Kingdom so the earth
may be filled with worshipping communiseof believers.

6. To have dominionWe are called not just to be survivors bmtercomers We are to
gain the Inheritance God has for us by overcoming. The Bible shows us that we will
all be rewarded when Christ returns according to our faithfulnessit call (1
Corinthians 3:1345). This faithful nature isssential to the overcomerRgvelation
17:14).

If we are to fully grasp hold on that for which He has laid hold on us we will join in
WSadzaQ LYKSNAGFYOS Ay GKSedynPsan2®bsdior ¢ KS A
Jesus, but there is a way that we join Him in this Inheritance among the nations.

The answer is found in Romans 8118 we are tosufferwith Him (i.e. pick up our
cross and follow Him). This suffering will particularly come when we determine to
follow His will when it clashes with our owpart of this suffering will be leaving our
comfort zones to sow our lives in His missionary purgos¢he world.

We must beéWorld Christiansvith World Vision so all we do will have World Impact We
must haveWorld Actionsil KI i gAff (2dzOK GKS g2NI R 06SOI dza$s
picture. One Sgptural example of this is Mary.

G ! yb&ing in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman
came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and
poured it on His head. "She has done what she could. She has come beforehamidttvg
body for burial. Assuredly, | say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world,
what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to héfark 14:3,89

WSadza O2yR2y SR al NEQa &SSYAySpikénardroh Blis feet K | O
and He said it wouldouch all nations What she did was ®orld Action Even today her
story is touching lives in countries all around the globe even though she probably never
stepped foot outside the boundaries of Israel!

Wemustt Ayl AY G6AUK D2RQ&a ¢2NI R QAaAirzy
FOGAGAGE 6S R2 6AGK 'y dzy RSNEGFYRAY 3
country of birth.

Her action touched the whole world in some significant way becafi$er understanding
2T D2RQa LIXlIyo {KS KIR ftAY{SR Ay ¢AGK GKS Y
anointed for burial as a sacrifice for mankind, redeeming them to Himself. She saw this big
picture by sitting in high places, down at His fdaikKe 10:39)!

Mary was fulfilling each one of the six general areas that God has commanded us to move
in aswe have seen in Genesis 1:28:
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She was acting inth¢ A Y I 3 S (pBuFing Dug ieelf in humility)

She was receiving and pouring oD f S XtheAspikériaQ@),

She was showing forth th¢’ ¥ Nafizbvig.Q

She wasV Y dzt (i Anltbie 8eksg¢ & &vangelizing those who hear her story.
ShewaslF AL £ Ay 3 (iktBat tlisksgry iSnovitbldNdioKn@ the globe.

She waslK | @A y 3 aR 8he hrgka @rih @om her immoral background to do
something that showed she was ruling over her own spanitd following the will of
God.

ok wNE

A stunning moderrday example of such World Impactinglife is that of Jim Elliot. He was
called to Equador in the early 1950s to be a Martyr for the faith at the hands of the Auca
Indians.

Although he concentrated purely on this obscure tribal group in a relatively insignificant
coner of the gl@ ST WAY 9ffA23Qa fAFS KFa AYLI OGSR
thousands of missionaries to the furthest parts of this world were called through the
testimony of this man; indeed His life has been a great inspiration in my own life.

He literally pured out the alabaster jar of his life and the fragrant offering has impacted
world missions today in a dramatic way. We must let the famous words quoted by this
World Christian sink deep into our spirithio man is a fool who gives what he cannot keep
to gain that which he cannot lose."

hdzNJ LIN @8SNJ Aa y20d dry L OFffSR (2 YAaaAirzyak

All Christians living in His will should be growing to be more like Jesus, showing forth more
love day by dayevangelizing, discipling and furthering His mission in the world as
2OSNO2YSNED® 2SS Olyyz20G alreée 2F yeé 2yS 27
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28. Ifwe are not involved in all of the areas outlined above then we are missing the mark in
our lives. We need to receive His eagike vision.

KSa
=

WINGS OF EAGLES
As on the wings of eagles
My flight through this life goes
My wings are fixed; my course is set
To where only my father knows
My eyes are focused on the horizon
As | stay pointed to the mark
| travel onward steadily
Whether in daytime light or nighttime dark
| have no fear of where | am going
For | know God guides my flight
He said he would never leawr forsake me
And | know His Words are right
As | fly on and ever closer
To where my Father has shown
He leads me and he guides me
For | am one of his own

Poem by Ron Eagle
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One Vision, Many Callings

We shall see that having an eagiles vision is th@rerequisite to moving in our Gegiven
calling. Each one of us will have a big vision that contains all the above elements, but there
will be many specific callings that make up that big vision.

In the life of Nehemiah we saw he hadvesion of Jerusam broken down but to be
rebuilt. Hiscallingwas tolead the work. Others caught theame visiorbut with different
callings(workers were called to different areas of building the wall, different skills etc.).

This principle is the same for Church&sll groups, Missions groups etc. Each church
needs a big eaglkke vision and every church worker and member should seek for their
specific ardlike calling in the context of that vision. Indeed, within one vision there may be
other 'embryonic’ visions ®iting to be birthed for others to join in (this requires one who
will run with the vision).

We will now be looking at the specific dlilte callings (represented by the '‘Garden’ in the
diagram abovedhat can make up these visions.

Do You Get The Picture?

Time to reflect:
1 How is your eaghkike vision?
1 How much are you living in that vision?
91 Ask yourself the following questions:
1. How much am | conformed to His image? How much am | like Jesus? Am |
becoming more like Him?
2. How blessed am |? Have | eded the full blessing of the Holy Spirit? Am |
walking in such a way that others can see | am spiritually blessed?
3. How much of the fruit of the Spirit am | displaying? (Galatians-33}2
4. Am | multiplying myself by sharing my faith and discipling others
552 L KIFI@S $2NI R QGAaAz2yK 'Y L R2Ay3 a2YS$S
the world?
6. Am | demonstrating authority in my Gagiven area of calling?
If your answer is not so affirmative in any of the above areas, then pause to pray for the
area of yur life to be awakened more and more.
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Chapter Three
Ant-like Calling

A

= Q

- — —

We are to work hard, like ants, in the garden God places us.

This chapter looks at the sphere in diagram, The Garden, which is our sphere of
calling within His overall Eagli&ke vision (the arrow). This diagram is incluceghin
below for your reference.

Spheres of Calling in
Overall Vision

Genesis 2 - Genesis 1 - The Target -
Specific General God's Will
Calling Vision

All callings must be within the arrow of
God'’s overall vision otherwise
they will miss the mark!
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The following wonderful story igkenfrom Elisabek 9f ft A20Qa 06221 aGVYSS
(Servant Publications, Ann Arbor Michigan, 1995) and is apfrston account given to her
from Brenda Foltz.

Brenda was a young woman who wanted to learn rock climbing. Although scared to death,
she went with a gmup and they came to this tremendous cliff face. Practically
perpendicular, In spite of her fear, she put on the climbing gear, took hold of the rope and
started up the rock face.

Well, Brenda got to a ledge where she could take a breather. As shénavagng on,
whoever was holding the rope up at the top of the cliff made a mistake and snapped the
rope against her eye, knocking out her contact lens.

You know how tiny contact lenses are and how almost impossible to find they are? Well,
here she was  a rock ledge, with who know how many hundreds of feet below and above
her. Of course, she looked and looked and looked, hoping that she would be able to find
that contact lens.

Here she was, very far from home. Her sight was now blurry. She was mpset¢ fact
GKFG akKS glayQid yegKSNBE ySIEN I LXIFOS gKSNB
prayed that the Lord would help her to find it.

Her last hope was that perhaps, when she got to the top of the cliff, one of the girls that
was up there orthe top might be able to find her contact lens still there in the corner of her
eye. When she got to the top, a friend examined her eye. There was no contact lens to be
found. She sat down with the rest of the party, waiting for the rest of them to comtha
cliff face.

She looked out across range after range of mountains, thinking of that Bible verse that
says,"The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole eaBhg thought, "Lord,

You can see all these mountains. You know every sstgiee and leaf that's on them, and
You know exactly where my contact lens is."”

Finally, the time came to go down. They walked down the trail to the bottom. Just as they
got there, there was a new party of rock climbers coming along. As one of theradsiapt
the face of the cliff, she shouted out, "Hey, you guys! Anybody lose a contact lens?"

Well, that would be startling enough, wouldn't it? She had found the contact lens! But do
you know why she saw it? An ant was carrying that contact lens sat tivas moving slowly
across the face of the rock.

What does that tell you about the God of the universe? Is He in charge of the tiniest
things? Do ants matter to Him? Of course they do. He made them. He designed them.

NBYRIQa ¥FI (KW®hhshéitold himQhisNidéreédblg dtaryii e drew a picture
of that ant lugging that contact lens (as you see in the comics with a balloon with words in it
over his head) with the words: "Lord, | don't know why You want me to carry this thing. |
can't eatit and it's awfully heavy. But if this is what You want me to do, I'll carry it for You."

GD2 (2 (GKS IyGzx &2dz atdaA3arNRH /2yaARSNI KSNJ
overseer or ruler, provides her supplies in the summer, and gathers henftmK | NJJS & (i ¢ ¢
Proverbs 6:@

| guess Solomon was right. One can learn a valuable lesson from thataork hard in
your Godd A @Sy Ol ftf FyR GNMHMzZG GKIFIG D2R (y26a oKI
little more often, "God, | don't know whyou want me to carry this load. | see no good in it
and it's awfully heavy. Still, if you want me to, I'll carry it for You with joy."
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Little did that ant know that what he carried was very precious and actually brought sight
to someone else! The calf God on your life will bring sight to others who are spiritually
blind ¢ a truly noble calling.

Remember the fable about the ant and the grasshopper? The ant works hard in the
withering heat all summer long, building his house and laying up sugpli¢lse winter. The
grasshopper thinks he's a fool and laughs and dances and plays the summer away. Come
winter, the ant is warm and well fed. The grasshopper has no food or shelter so he
dies out in the cold.

2 SONB y20 G2 0SS a2 KNS @SFy{ye2 YSYNIIKR &0 KdeaiS Ho &
AN} 3aK2LIWISNE RIFEFYOAY3I YR LXIF@Ay3a Ay OKdIzNOKX
doing nothing about it! Once we receive eagjlee vision we still need to return to earth and
work in our specific cafig like an ant. We must activate the vision we have in practical,
down-to-earth ways, or we will perish spiritually.

In Chapter two of Genesis we see God giving Adam a specific calling as his part in
accomplishing the overall vision. He had a speafictp do, an ardike calling. This shows
us a patten that is relevant to us today.

G¢KSY GKS [2NR D2R (221 GKS YIy I|yR Ldzi KA
YR 0KS [2NR D2R O2YYlIYRSR G4KS YIy &@kelgAiy3azQ
eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
82dz SIFG 2F Al e2dz aKlIff adaNBfeé RASPY ! yR UGK!
gAftft YIS KAY I KS{Geitedd2d®d®Y LI NI 6fS (2 KAY®DE

The garden God planted for Adam may represent the specific sphere of ministry God gave
him. God will also give each one of us a specific sphere of ministry that must be within the
arrow of his general vision for mankind. Loajam at theW { LIK S/NIS & fdiggfasmand
you will see that the circle represents this specific sphere of ministry.

Spheres of Calling in
Overall Vision

f fThe The
- Garden  Vision
=
/ /
Genesis2-  Genesis 1 - The Target -
Specific General God's Will
Calling Vision

All callings must be within the arrow of
God'’s overall vision otherwise
they will miss the mark!

If our specific calling is not in the context of His big vision (i.e. not within the arrow) then we
gAtt y20 I 002YLX A&K D2 RQAabem&dylparforaiadN) $&2 TLX S
3 2 & lidSte Ghird world by feeding and clothing the poor but without evangelizing and
disciplingg they would be moving in ministry outside the big arrow and thus miss the mark

2T D2RQ&a KAIK OFftfAy3ad
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There are sew¢ U KAy 3da ¢S OFry €SIENYy FTNBY GKS DI NRS
ministry, and hence the pattern for our own Ggd/en ministries.

1. God planted the garde (Gen 2:8)
God initiated Adam's vocation bglanting the gardenspecificallyfor him and evenput
Adam there. It's all of God!

We all have dsphere of callinga 'garden’ the Lord had created for us to walk in
(Ephesians 2:10). We must not presume what His ministry is for us but get to the place
where we let Him put us in the place He's plahter us. This is what we will learn how to
do in the next chapters.

This vocation must be used specifically to further God's missionary plan for the world, to
see worshipping communities in every tongue, tribe and nation. It may not be that you are
called to live crossulturally, but it does mean that what you do for a living must further
God's missions mandate somehow.

For some it will be the traditional missionary calling, for others it may be to hee t
business to bless missiomgrk in sone form. The list of possibilities is endless and God is
highly creative in calling His Sons into endless varieties of vocations to complete His vision of
seeing people from every people group worshipping before His throne!

2. Adam had a specific tagkeesis 2:1519)

Adam was to tend (cultivate) and keep (watch over) his sphere of calling. We are to tend the
garden (ministry) God gives us and watch over it so no enemy creeps in. According to the
garden / vineyardhat God put us in we will each have specific things to do unique to our
gifting and calling.

As you discover the gifting God has equipped you with, you will see a pattern emerging
that will reveal the nature of God's job for you. For example, if thestolic gifting is very
prominent then you will specifically be called to be involved in a church planting capacity in
unreached areas.

If you have a strong gift of administration you may well be involved in some form of
missions support and organizati. Your spiritual gifts are the tools to help you tend the
garden God has placed you in. The nature of the tools will determine the nature of the job
and vice versa.

3. Adam had a specific word from God.
He was not to eat of one tree. God gives us 'Higos' (general Word of Ga) but also
'rhema’ (specific, quickened word of God to us for our ministas used in Romark0:17).
Breaking this woraneans expulsion from the ministry.

There will be foundational revelation words that God gives us.nst seek the Lord as
to what they mean practically and determine to align our lives with His revelation;
otherwise we will forfeit our inheritance in the nations.

Also, not eating of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil means that we must not use
our earthly knowledge to move in His call on our lives. We must eat from the Tree of Life

33



that is His wisdom (Proverb 3:18). We must trust in the Lord to lead us and not lean on our
own understanding,

4. There was one Tree of Life.

The Tree Of Life was Gegberfect will, but he was free to eat of any other tree except the
forbidden one (Genesis 2:9 and Genesis 2:16). These other trees speak ®fgGod'and
acceptable willRomans 12:2).

We should seek His perfect wilkthe Tree Of Life. All other tes, except the forbidden
one, are good and acceptable and the Lord fatour us as we partake of them, but the
sweetest of all is the Tree Of Life (His perfect wisdom).

We must ask for God's wisdom to constantly partake of the Tree of- ltifat pathway
that is God's best for us and the most pleasurable and satisf@And.promises that He will
always answer the sincere prayer for wisdom with liberality (James 1:5).

5. God provided a hiper for Adam(Genesis 2:148)
God is for teamwork. He doesnitant us to go it alone in our calling but will provide- co
labourersbe it a wife or ministry partner/s.

Notice again that it is all of God. Adam tried to find a helper from among the animals, but
all this seeking in his own ability was to no avail.riivally it was God who brought his
helper to him! We must pray for those we are to-kedbourwith and learn to see those who
God is bringing to us.

Again, these teams must align all they do in the light of God's misdioriill the earth
with people kearing His image. Constant guard must be made against Satan tempting one
partner to fall into the temptation that can be summarized as the spirit of Babel, to eat of
the tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, to seek for personal power and recognition at the
expense of doing God's will.

At the time of writing,Shendy, my wife, and | have just completed a tweleek course
entited Wa I NNJA S R Its TeAcNihg [stheFs&sQhe importance of the husband and wife
blending their giftings and callings and wargitogether as a team. In our relationship we
are seeing God has gifted us with complimentary giftings that slot together beautifully in His
call for us.

6. Adam named things and had authority over them.
Within our particular'sphere of calling'we are b have authority and'name' things,
exercising our Goediven dominion.

You will find that in other areas you will not have the same level of authority or sense of
dominion - if you are moving outside of God's call then you will not experience this
anoirting of authority and victory.

C2NJ SEIF YLX ST 6KSy L GSFOK 2y . A0t AOFE (2 LA
zones and into His purposes, | move under an obvious anointing and authority for the Lord.
However, you ask me to teach secular gabs such as Chemistry (for which | earned my
secular degree) in a classroom setting and | will stutter and falter in my presentation, as this
is not my area of calling.

D2RUa AaLISOAFAO OFff 2y @&2dzNJ f A T Sor g and (i dzl  f
reigning with Him in the Millennium.
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7. The Garden had boundaries.
We are not to stray outside of our ministry boundaries and step on others toes! (Paul knew
this concept in Romans 15:20).

Boundaries are there for a reason. Justvétseyards needed a hedge around them to
protect the vines fron wild animals and diseasésgiah 5:2) so we need to move within a
hedge of protection.

We must know what God has called us to, but equally what Henbisalled us to (that
which is not in the boundaries of His calling to us). If we move outside our boundaries, not
only will we step on other's toes but also we will lose focus and not be as effective as God
has made us to be. We also will lose our spiritueduty, as is seen in the following lovely
little story that was given to me by Rev. Ernest Edwards:

There was once a German Shepherd dog who lived with a kind master who loved him very
much. Every day when the master went to work the German Shephetddwbe on a long
chain in the garden, long enough to traverse all the house grounds and be able to go inside
through the dogflap if needs be.

One day, as the German Shepherd was keeping watch over his Master's property, a
Bulldog came bouncing up tarh laughing and taunting. The bulldog said, "Ha! Ha! Look at
@2dzz Itf OKIFIAYSR dzZLlJd b2d FTNBSH LUY FNBST L
fAGGSNDAYEA YR FAYR FT22R> L OFy OKIF&AS ff (K

"Actually”, said the Geran Shepherd dog, " you do have a point. | do wonder what it
would be like to have a little more freedom and step out of the boundaries set by my
YEadGdSNY . dzi Y& YIF&AGdSNI Aa I22RH 1S OFNBa F2NJ

But the Bulldog &pt coming back day after day with the same old tactics. Finally, the
German Shepherd dog started to be taken in by the bulldog and said, "OK, if | did want to be
FTNBS K2g Aa AlG LIaairofSK LUY OKFAYSR dzLJHéE

b! KH¢ &l AR (KS . dzZ f R2 B beSmaftAiké he. Wilen wor 2naseNE b |
is out you go into the living room, right to the center and do big business!"

b.dzi Y& YIFAdSN) gAff oSIG YSHe¢ 3AFALISR GKS DS

"Ah! He will beat you a few times, then he'll let you loosedplied the Bulldog.

That night the German Shepherd couldn't sleep, He was tossing and turning deciding
whether to listen to the Bulldog or not. Eventually the next day came and the master
hugged him and left the house with the usual loving words ofaB@od dog, look after my
house'.

But the German Shepherd was under the spell of the Bulldog, and he went to the center of
the living room and did his big business!

The next day the Bulldog came over again and saw the German Shepherd dog stitl chaine
up sitting silently in the garden. His nose was bright red!

"What happened?”, asked the Bulldog, "You did it didn't you? What happened?"

"My master was so angry, he took me to the center of the living room and rubbed my nose
LI- Ay Fdzf £ & replied tiiefGBrman SEephdrd.

"Ah! That's just the first step. You do it a few more times and you'll be free", said the
Bulldog running circles around him.

bb2b> alFAR (0KS DSN¥XIYy {KSLKSNRI b¢KNRdIZAK (K

"What's that?", inquired the Bulldog.

"Now | know why your face is like it is!"
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The moral of the Story is:

The Devil comes to tempt us away from the safe boundaries God has set for us (His
commandments, His word and His specific area of calling forHesxempts us to make a
mess in the house of God instead of being watchful and caring for our Master's house (the
Church).
The Devil will come time after time to tempt us and tell us we're not really free. However,
true freedom only comes in being arsant of the Lord! Stepping out of His boundaries will
make us look spiritually ugly, like the Devil!
28§ aK2dz R NBO23aAyAT S {lFdlyQa GF OGA OMartit YR NB.
Luther, the famous reformer, did this. One night he woke ug #re Devil was at the end of
his bed. Martin Luthed A REE é¢L (hiKa 2yt e e2dzHéX YR KS 4SSyl
We must not only work hard and plan as the ant does but we must make sure all we do is
within the vision as seen from the heavenlies for our (@8 an eagle's vision). Vice versa,
we must not be so heavenly minded so as to be of no earthly ttsere must be a balance
in our lives of both the qualities of an ant and of an eagle.
There is, however, a specific garden, sphere of ministry, Geddraus in the context of
His big vision. We must allow the Lord to put us there and then work out our calling
faithfully, staying within His boundaries for us.

Divine Gardening
GCKAA Ada GKS KAAG2NER 2F (KS KSIhé&dagthattyeR (G KS
LORD God made the earth and the heavens, before any plant of the field was in the earth
and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on
the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; but stmvent up from the earth and
watered the whole face of the ground. And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man becameya3ivi 6 SA y 3 ® €
Genesis 24

Adam was called to work in th@arden of Eden, which we have seen is a type of the
sphere of ministry we are called into. But it is also a picture of the whole church with the
potential for great growth.

It is interesting to see that God created the plants before man but they wet@ut in the
earth (i.e. plantedpr had any growth until man was created and began tending the garden.
Before man was ready to take the seeds and plant and tend themistapreserved them in
storage.

¢CKSAS LI IFyda GKIF{G D2 RbyGhRGeneSiR1:18)amiBeprastngey | a
the work Adam had to do in planting and tending for them. So we see a principle here of
God storing up goowvorks beforehand (Ephesians 2:10) that we should pick up, plant and
care for until growth is seen.

There ae different stages in seeing the plant spring forth and yield much fruit. Each stage
could represent different stages with differing activities to which we will be called.
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Pre-harvest Harvest Post-harvest
Activities Activities Activities

Grainin Grainin
storage Ploughing Sowing Reaping Threshing Winnowing Fire storage

Prophet Apostle Evangelist Pastor / Teacher

In the diagram you can see this process. God starts by providing seed, fstored in a
WYAaildQ o0GKA&a aLSF1a 2F GKS unt® wedrise{uplioNsdwi A y Oc
them).

Pre-Harvest Activities
Some of us will be involved in preparing the ground for the s&§#idughindg)¢ breaking up
the hard hearts of the pgae. This is particularly the job of the Prophet who wadlll people
to repentance KHosea 10:123). Also, the Intercessor will pray for the ground of an area to
be softened so the place is prepared for the Word of God to be sown.
Otherswillbe involB R Ay GKS LI FyidAy3 LINRPOS&aad ¢KAA A
the hearts of unbelievers. The Apostle Paul is mentioned®s 3 | iy TiChnhiRians 3:8.
CKA& A& LI NGAOdz FNIT & (GKS !'LlraidftsSQa NBIEY 27

Harvest Activities
Still more wil be involved in reaping in the harvest itself.

GL aSyid e2dz G2 NBFLI GKFG F2N 6KAOK @&2dz KI @S
entered intol K S A NJ John@:38NA @ ¢

This is particularly the ministry of the Evangelist, reaping a haofdsist souls that have
been prepared by the praarvest ministriesMost people will want to be involved in this
area of activity as it seems to be the most glamorous and fruitful. However, this phase is
useless without the other two.

PostHarvest Activties
In Biblical times, after the harvest had been reaped (i.e. cut and bundled) it was taken to the
Threshing floor where oxen would trample on the wheat to separate the chaff from the
grain. Then the farmers would use a winnowing fan or fork to blowyath& chaff and
collect the grain. The chaff would then be burnt and the grain put in storage for making food
(bread) or the next round of sowing.
All this process spiritually represents péstrvest ministries such as the Pastor/Teacher
who will rightt RAGARS GKS 22NR 2F GNHziK OGKNBAKAY3
GAGK D2RQAa FANB GKNRdZAK RAAOALI AYS 2N gt 1Ay
G!' YR D2R &l ARI b{SS> L KI@S 3IAQPSy edat SOSNE
the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall BeNJ FGeBeBish£29
Jesus said H® F 2v2aRktO do the will of the Father (John 4:34). God provides us all the
seed necessary for fruitfulness to do His will, His good works. Notice that Genesis 1:29
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We must determine what our calling is in this harvest, in which stage it will be at. The next
chapters will help to discover that specific calling as we identify v@pteresof Cdling
actually exist.

Ay 2

Do You Get The Picture?

Time to reflect:
1 Ask yourself the followinguestions concerning your atike calling:

1.

NGO~ ®WN

LT &

What is the garden God has planted for me? Has He put me in it yet?
What specific tasks is God calling me to perform?

What specific words has God given me?

Am | crying out to Him for wisdom, to eat of His tree of life?

Who is God leading me to work with in my calling?

What areas of ministry has God given me authority over?

What are the boundaries of my ministry?

Am | cakkd into a predominantly prdarvest, harvest or podtarvest ministry?

2dz F NS y20 adzaNE 2F Ftyeée 2N €t 2F GKS

revelation in these areas.
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Chapter Four
¢KS {LISOUNEMNg2 F D2

FyR G4SN gSyld 2y (GKS { KSLKSNR D2R

2ft26Ay3 Aa | RAFINIY GKIFIO Y2RAFTASAE (GKS
aLISOGNHzY 2F D2RQa OFlftfAy3o

Specific Spheres of Calling

Circles = Spheres of Calling (Specific Will)
Arrow = God’s Overall Vision (General Will)
Target = God’s Ultimate Will

In this chapter we will see how every Christian can be involved in God's Big Picture. We
can all be 'missionaries' in the sense that we are contributing to His overall 'mission’
whether we go or stay. Our lives must be aligned so that we are within tloevasf His Big
Picture so that our lives will namiss the mark’

It is a common misconception among Christians that only a select few can haatkand
only those infull-time Christian work(i.e. Church worker / missionary etc.) haveall'. The
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Scriptural truth is thatll Christians aréesaved and called2 Timothy 1:9} God desires for
all to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4) and that means that all potentiatly called.

Every Christian is called to be more like Christ, to mature spigtuatcharacter, to have a
heart for the lost (and be actively involved in evangelism and discipleship), a burden for the
World (Missions heart) and be actively pursuing that vision whatever their call. But the truth
is'many are called but few are choséMatthew 20:16)- this means that He calls, or invites
many to step into His will, but few respond to follow Hisod pleasurg2 Thessalonians
1:11 and Philippians 2:13).

Scripture shows us that every legitimate occupation of life is in a sigmifsesmse a calling
from God ( Corinthians 7:20). The circles in the diagram represent the tit&l NBSy & Q
areas of calling business, local church and missions

Following is atable that shows the spectrum of callings in the early church, which
encompasses each of the specific sphekdd( NJoEcgllid You can take time to look up
0KS A0fS NBFSNByOSa FyR aSS T2N) @2dz2NBASt T
mission @ matter whichW & LIK S NS treywe®inf f A y 3 Q

Acts 16:14

Seller of dye

Opened house

Business (very rich) and gave 15 & 40
Philemon Businessman Home church Phil 1
Aquila & Priscilla | Tentmakers Home church Acts 18:1-
2.In the Cornelius Centurion Pray-er, giver Acts 10
Services Phillipian Jailer Prison Ministry | Acts 16:25-
Onesimus Servant Missions etc. Phil 10-17
3.Places of |Zenas Lawyer Helped Tit 3:13
Influence Missionaries
Publius Magistrate Supported Acts 28:7-
Missionaries
Caesar’s Nobility Uncertain Phil 4:22
: Household
4.local James Church Leader Spiritual Leader | Acts 15:21
Church | Archippus Church Worker | Various Ministries | Col 4:17
k Titus Pastor/Teacher Shepherding Tit 1:5-9
5. Misslons Paul Apostle Church Planting | Many!
Notice how Apollos Teacher Itinerant Teacher | Acts 18:24
all the five-fold
= ﬁ f Philip Evangelist [tinerant Acts 6:5
ministries are Hpysiyeli
involved here.
‘ Timothy Pastor/Teacher Missionary Acts 16:1
| Barnabus Prophet etc. Missionary Acts 9:27
Luke Doctor/Writer Missions 1 Tim 4:11
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Ly SOSNER OF(iS3a2NEB>X K26SOSNE GKSe& aGAff FdzNIK
in the context of His big mission. They wereVdbrld Christian®ven if they never set foot
out of their hometown.Ly 20 KSNJ g2NRaA>X GKS@& Fff NBYFAYSF
Picture whilst being somewhere in the overlapping thrée3 | NIStgr@Qof their

activities.

Each of us will have a calling that fits into one of the main areas, or into one of the
overlapping areas. In the table we see that, in the early church, there is mention of
Christians being active business, local church and missions.

Let us lookat an example of an early church character in each of the three spheres and
also the four overlapping areas:

1. Businesg; Lydia
Gb2¢g | OSNIFAY 62YlIYy yYIFIYSR [@RAlI KSINR dzao®
Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lopoed her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.
And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, "If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So shegusd us.’Acts 16:14
15
0So they went oubf the prison and entered the house of Lydia; and when they had seen
the brethren, they encouraged themian RS LI NI SR®¢ | OGa wmcYnn
Lydia was the first European convert to Christianity. She was a rich businesswoman; we
know this because selling purple dye was a lucrative business. These passages are all we
hear about Lydia in the Bible, but it is clear that she housed Paul and hisomasg team.
Indeed, the Church that grew in Philippi was known for its hospitality (Philippians 1:5) that
2NRAIAYFGSR FTNRY [@RAIFQa AyAGAIET | OGa 2F K2dz
Also, there is mention of financial aid that Lydia and the Philippian @msssent to Paul
and his missioary team{ KA f A LAl Y& nYmMno® [@8RAIF ftAY]1SR A
missionaries and providing financially for them, whilst running a successful business in
Philippi.
She had a world vision even though she eémed in one place doing her business day by
day. We see that she had a pnarvest ministry of hospitality and giving in the context of
church planting missions.
| know of an English businessman who ran an arts and crafts shop in England. He traveled
to Cambodia to source out arts and crafts and then sent large crates full of them back to
England to sell in his shop. Most thfe profits went into missiongrojects ke withessed
whilst in Cambodialn this way, he used his business sphere of calling/t§ li Ay @A GK D2
general purpose of reaching the unreached.

2. Local Churclg James the son of Joseph and Mary.
A good example of one who was called as a local church worker but who still had a world
vision is James.

G! YR F F34SNI KSJarfles &swaer8dOshying, "Meh &nd pfathren, listen to
me: Simon has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people
for His name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written: 'After this |
will return and will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down; | will rebuild its
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ruins, and | will set it up; so that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles
who are called by My name, says the Lord who does all these thinggshKao God from
eternity are all His works. Therefore | judge that we should not trouble those from among
GKS DSYi(AfSa ¢K2AcsNSSIANG dZNYyAy3 (2 D2RIE

James was the Jerusalem Church leader and there is no reference to him traveling widely,
but he mostly remained in Jerusalem to lead the church there.

However, we see from this passage of Scripture that James had world vision. When Simon
Peter and Paul and Barnabas testified of their missionary doings, James got the Church
behind them and supprted their work.

He used Scripture to teach the whole congregation the importance of missionary
enterprise. His ministry was a pdsarvest one that included pastoring and teaching.

If we are called primarily to local church work we need still taeha world vision that will
not hinder other from launching out to do His will in the furthest corners of the earth.

Sadly, | have witnessed people with a missionary calling being hindered because their
Church leaders said there is more need at homeur€ workers and leaders need to
encourage and teach on the importance of missions even if they themselves are not called
to go out.

3. Missionsg Silas (or Silvanus).
G.dzi t I dz OK2aS {Aflr&a FyR RSLINISRX odSAy3a O:
YR KS 4gSyid GKNRAZAK {&NAIl | yARSISHBIAOAI = aliNBYy
Silas was a leader and prophet in the Jerusalem Church (Acts 33)22ho was called of
God to travel with Paul on his second missionary journey (Acts #8:p2Heaccompanied
Paul through Syria, Asia Minor, Macedonia and Thessalonica. When Paul left for Athens,
Silas stayed @ereaand then joined Paul at Corinth (Adtg:1315).
Paul mentions his work there in 2 Corinthians 1:19. He is associated with Paell@ttérs
written from Corinth (1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1) and is not named again until
the reference to him in 1 Peter 5:12. Silas was not called to business or local church work as
such.
He had a missionary call on his life that mehathad to travel and have a support role in
t I dzf Qa YA &airzyl NB ¢ 2 NJ dcrihingsorieDBhé inspikes epistfesi 2 K I R
His ministry was predominantly ptearvest as a support, especially in administration.
Some of us will have a stig missions calling and we will feel very frustrated and
restricted in local church work. We need to pray for the time, like Silas, when we can be sent
forth by our Church into the mission field.

4. Business and Local ChurciPhilemon.
Gt hdzf = | LINARA2YSNI 2F / KNR ardo PhiegandoinrzbeldvgdR ¢ A Y
friendand fellow laborer, to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the
church in youK 2 dzaP®iMron 1:12

Philemon was a businessman who owneslave named Onesimus (Philemon 10) and was
almost certainly a resident of Colossae. Though Paul himself had not visited Colossae
(Colossians 2:1), Philemon was apparently converted through him (Philemon 19) and had
been a colleague (felloworker) perhapsn Ephesus (Acts 19:31).

He was a businessman but had a Church in his house (probably much like a cell group). All
this activity would have been in the context of a world vision that he would most certainly
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have got from his association with Paul. Pably he shared in his home Churoh the
missionsoutreach that was taking place through the letters Paul would have sent him.

He also would have led the church in prayer for the missionary work and maybe even
collected offerings for such works. His msiny would have been a mixture of ptervest
giving andoost-harvestpastoring.

If you are called to be a businessman with a strong Church leadership role you will be in an
ideal place to lead the church in a missions support role by providing ressyueading your
members in missions prayer and so forth.

5. Business and MissiorgsAquila and Priscilla.

G! FGSNI 6KSaS GKAy3a tlhdzZ RSLINISR FTNRY ! 0KS\
Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently coome kaly with his wife Priscilla

(because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome); and he came to them.

So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation
GKS® 6SNB (N8y16:MI | SNE d¢

Aquilaand Priscilla joined Paul in his missionamngleavours but as tentmakers. They were
involved in their own trade whilst reaching out to a foreign community for Christ. Later we
see that they went with Paul to Ephesus (Acts 18&2Bwhere he left then taontinue the
missionary work. They probably continued in their tent making trade there. It was there that
they instructed Apollos, a wayward teacher of Scripture, in the ways of truth.

They were highly esteemed by Paul in Romans-4@G8 having NA @ K SRNJ 2f8ry y SO]
his life. They obviously lived as missionaries on the field, but in the context of holding down
a reputable business.

They would no doubt have used the profits of their business to fund their missionary work.
Again, they would havead a predominantly préarvest role but also some poebkarvest
teaching was involved in their ministnAccording to Romans 16:5 we see they did later
have a Church in their home on returning to Rome, showing that they still fellowshipped
and ministeredn a local assembly even though that was not their main sphere of calling.

I know many missionary friends who have been called by the Lord to missions but who
hold down a job in their country of calling. This job provides them with the income to carry
out their Godgiven assignments and also is a mission field in itself.

There are many testimonies of such missionaries dealing with integrity and righteousness
in their business so that they become a shining testimony to others. This is especially
important in countries that particularly need the message of Jesus (the 10/40 window
countries) where corruption and injustice are daily facts of life.

6. Local Church and MissiogsTimothy.
G, 2dz GKSNBET2NBE>Z Y& az2ys 0S5 ua ANRh Rings yiat yolk S 3 NI
have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able
G2 GSIFOK 2Jm&8NyRL2I f &2 ¢¢

Timothy was lhe son of a mixed marriage; his mother, who instructed him in the
Scriptures, was dewess and his father a Greek (Acts 16:1; 2 Timothy 1:5). He was a native
of Lysi NJ YR g+ a | TFONEAS NYA 325FA 2ty &R Qa2 2 dzZNy S& |
sufferings (2 Timothy 3:11).

The apostle was strongly attracted to the young man and addetbty to his missionary
party. Timothy had specific prophetic utterances that called him into this missionary
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enterprise (1 Timothy 1:18; 4:14) and was sent forth by the laying on of hands by elders in

his church and by Paul himself (1 Timothy 4:14in20thy 1:6). Timothy was first entrusted

with a special commission to Thessalonica to encourage the persecuted Christians and
LINPOIFOoft& NI AY (GKSY Ay D2RQ& YA&aairz2ylNER g4l &a

He was also ministering with Paul during his preaching work at Corinth (2 Gansthi19)

FYR FFOO02YLI yYASR tldzZ RdzZNAYy3I (GKS |LkRaidtSQa v
with Erastus on another important mission to Macedonia, and from there he was to proceed
to Corinth (1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:1Q).

CAY20 K& Q& VYikuccedstlyh Cérinth ang Pitus became the apostolic delegate
there. However, Timothy still accompanied Paul on his next trip to Corinth, for he was with
him as a fellowworker when the Epistle to the Romans was written (Romans 16:21).

Timothy also wet with Paul on the journey to Jerusalem with the collection (Acts-30:4
and is heard of later when Paul, then a prisoner, wrote to the Colossians, Philemon and the
Philippians. When Paul was released he left Timothy at Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3) and
commisiA 2y SR KAY (G2 RSFHf gA0GK FFLfaS (S OKSNaEX
purposes and lead the Church worship there. Later Timothy became a prisoner as Hebrews
13:23 shows, but no details are given, and of his later history nothing definite is known.

From what we do know about Timothy, we see he had the role of a Pastor/Teacher and
gla dzZASR Ay (GKS Y20Af Al xyespecidlf in ColrdeNidd RaBet A v
doctrine that kept the churches sterile in their missionary purpose.

He was botha missionary and a local church pastor/teacher, especially in Ephesus. He was
a bridge person, helping others cross from Church into missions and his ministry was
predominantly a posharvest pastoring/teaching one that prepared others for {@rvest
activity.

This is the role that the Lord has called me personally into and God has used the life of
¢cAY2GKe (2 alL)lSI]1 YdzOK G2 YS Fo2dzi Yeé Ol ¢ff
Timothy!).

In 1988 | was called to leave my home country (England)cante to Singapore where |
went through Bible School training and started doing missionary work in and around the
South East Asian area. All through this time | was doing pastoral work and training in
missions.

b2 tA1S ¢AY2U0KeZI chur€hyYin SnGapdrdrayidHat th# sarae2tiie 2 y' S
envisioning and training people into missions, polishing them as bright arrows to be shot
into his target areas for them.

7. Business, Local Church and Missigriee Apostle Paul.
GCKFG G0KS DSyGAftSa aKz2dZ R 0S FStft29 KSANBI :
Christ through the gospel, of which | became a minister according to the gift of the grace of
God given to me by the effective working of His power. To me, wHesanthan the least of
all the saints, this grace was given, that | should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches &fhrist, " Ephesians 3&

0So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation
they weretentmakers. And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded
020K WSga IAGSREBNES| a dé

The Apostle Paul was actually involved in all three spheres, having a strategic networking
role. He was a missionary who planted new lodalirches and nurtured them to a point
where he could entrust leadership to others.

44



In the process of doing this he is also seen as supporting himself and his ministry by
making tents. His role was right in the center of the three spheres! His mininyngd all
harvesting activities but was predominantly a grarvest apostolic role.

Inconclusions S | £t KIFI @S | &LISOATFTAOI AYRAGARdzZt Ol
fit somewhere within the three overlapping spheres ¥ I NJ&f$njssiofds, local church
and businessAs you seek God t# LJt Yoy wiere He wills, He will reveal which of the
seven areas you fit into.

Reading through Scripture we clearly see that God has a specific call for each one of us
that we need to understand ad move in.

1. He has a definite wilbf my life(Psalm 38, Ephesians 2:10, Hebrews 12:1).

2.God desires us to know His will (Ephesians 5:17) and enables us to do so (Colossians 1:9).
3. His will is continuous (from mother's womldoesn'tbegin at 30!) (Isaiah 58:11).

4. His will is pecific (Isaiah 30:21).

5. God's will for us is profitabl€Joshua 1:8Psalm 1:13).

6. His will can be outworked in the specific vocation we find ourself in if it is done from the
heart, not asnen-pleases but GodpleasergdEphesians 6:B).

7. His specific will for us will always be an important, strategic part of accomplishing His
overall missions purpose in the earth part of His Big Picture! (James 418

Having been through this chapter, no Glian can say they are not called. God is actively
calling each one of us and has been doing so from before our birth.

The question is, will we arise teeize the dayand be effective in the area God is calling us
to within His overall purpose? We msiunot be doubleY A Y RSRX o6dzii F20dza 2
calling us to and give our whole commitritén working inthat? 3 F NRSy Q

"When | was a boy, my father, a baker, introduced me to the wonders of song," tenor
Luciano Pavarotti relates. "He urged me to weeky hard to develop my voice. Arrigo Pola,

a professional tenor in my hometown of Modena, Italy, took me as a pupil. ealstied in

a teachers collegeOn graduating, | asked my father, 'Shall | be a teacher or a singer?'
"Luciano," my father repliedif you try to sit on two chairs, you will fall between them. For
life, you must choose one chair." "I chose one. It took seven years of study and frustration
before | made my first professional appearance.

It took another seven to reach the Metroptain Opera. And now | think whether it's laying
bricks, writing a book whatever we choosewe should give ourselves to it. Commitment,
that's the key. Choose one chair."

This story isaken fromaWDdzA RSLJI2aGaQ | NIAOf So

What is that one chair, thatne garden, God has for youllhe next chapters will help you
find out and then you can commit yourself to doing the good works He has prepared
beforehand for you in that call.
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Do You Get The Picture?

Time to reflect:
1 Which of the seven sphered ministry do you feel most drawn to?
1. Business*
Local Church
Missions
Business* and Local church
Business* and missions
Church and missions
All three areas

No ok wN

It must be noted that the examples given for each area are just examples. There are many
other out-workings of the ministry in each area. Write down more possible ministry tasks
YSSRSR Ay SIOK INBI>Y SalLlSOAlrfte GKS | NBI @&
equipping and that He would give you greater clarity as to how your ministry will bleegror

out.

*| am using the termW 0 dz& XoydSskrib€dany & S Oatea lofNark. It could relate to

entrepreneurial or corporate business, arts and entertainment, design and technology,

education and family, government and law or hospital or medical waAdapted from Bill
NAIKGQa aS@OSy az2dzyilil Aya 2F [/ dzZ GdzNI f Ly Tt dzsSy
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Chapter Five
Vision is Seeing Jesus

VOu MGHTY
AN oF YALoLR'

M HELP. The mbianmes
AN T'\‘I Feam THE sSmaucsT |
Y TRBE... THe Leasy |
Y FATUERS Wause |

G¢eKS ftAIKG 2F GKS SesSa NB22AOSa GUKS KSINILZ F
that hears the rebukesf life will abide amongthg A & S®¢ t NBIOSND A wmpYon

y their very names, vision denotes seeing and calling denotes hearing. As we have
already seen, we all have a specific calling within His overall vision for mankind.
This calling will bsomewhere within the three overlapping spheresroissions,

business and local church.

Specific Spheres of Calng

Circles = Spheres of Calling (Specific Will)
Arrow = God'’s Overall Vision (General Will)
Target = God's Ultimate Will
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The Apostle Paul was called to be an Apostle involved in all three areas, specditiadly t
gentiles to the westRomans 1:1, Galatians 1:18), buthad a more general visioiA¢ts
26:1518), based on the original vision given to Adam and Eve (Genesig8):27

This will be the same pattern for each one of us. These chapters will show how we need a
NBEOStFGA2YE 020K 2F RISoRL{Hs spedifid callidy OiudzEds haw@d A a A ;
to receive and move in #m.

We will now look at Biblical definitions of Vision and Calling and see hoarnve at the
conclusion that:

VISION = Seeing Jesus Doing.
CALLING = Hearing Jesus Saying.

y GKA& OKILIGSNI 65Qft T2 Odzihed shoutCalind(eXalise 6 S E O dz
this pun also)n the next.

Both Hebrew and Greek words for Vision have the meaning of gazing wide and open eyed
at something remarkableawed by the beauty, ahfilled with joy. It varies in meaning from
being a very real, tangible experience to simply being a mental perception.

One Hebrew word for vision or a SedR¢el) is the same as the name of a bird at that
time, similar to an eagle. It was so calléde to its sharp eyes. We have already seen the
WSI-BXBSQA2Y 6S aAK2dA R Iff KIFEIZS |a& [/ KNRAaAGALY
exploring more on how t& O | thi©Ws@an.

In Matthew 17:9 the vision was actually Jesus Himself who is the 2R A YSy 4 2F D2
2NRAIAYEFE AYyiSyaAaAzyoe it 2F W2KYPIXS OMSIAStyral Ax
WS & dz& (RevelbtiralilXHimself.

All that we are to do, that is to be of any true worth, must be damélim We only receive
a prophetic vision of what we must do as we draw close to Him.

"Where thereis no prophetic visiothe people cast off restraint (or perish) but happy is he
who keeps the law."Proverbs 29:18 (NKJV)

As we draw near to Jesus we will receive proph@ik 8 A 2y ® LF 6S R2y Qi KI
have the context in which to live our lives, and we will do what we please instesd (i O & (i
2 TF NI dhérbheadg o Be @singwithour?a LIA NA G dzF £ S@SaQ

GL LN} & biOuKIG G§KS thiRefatterfof ghozMday gReNdRyoWiSespdd / K N
of wisdom and revelation ithe knowledge of Himthe eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of His
inheritance in the saints.Ephesians 1:118

It may not be a literal vision of Jesus in a tangible form, but it will be an experiential
knowledge of Him that will open our spirits to the riches of His inheritance for us. It will be a
NE@ZStIGA2Yy 27F D2 R<ba forookrJife. IAlhOWN daNife Hiagkarh &elo@ A 3 JA
vision is seeing Jesus in our spirits performing actions, movements, pictures, impressions
and signs.

b52 @2dz y20 a4l&XQ ¢KSNB IINB adGAff F2dz2NJ Y2y
you, lift up your eyes and lockt the fields, for they are already white unto harvestiohn
4:35

Jesus spoke this in Samaria as the multitudes of Samaritans were just coming towards Him
on the horizon in response to the Samaritan woman's report. Thapdées would have been
looking at Jesus, concerned only for Him, but Jesus directed their eyes betgote lost.
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It was in the beholding of Jesus, and seeing Him pointing, that they lifted up their eyes to
see a vision of the lost. As we fix our egesJesus, He will begin to show us what He sees
and point it out to us iractions, movements, pictures, impressions and signs.

VISION || CALLING

i
WAL,

i

Seeing Jesus Hearing Jesus

Doing Saying
+ Actions « Words
+ Movements + Concepts
* Pictures + Directions
+ Impressions + Messages
+ Signs

One of my friends, whilst worshipping Jesus in a Church service, suddenly had a vision of a
huge wheat field swayingp the wind. It was ready for harvesting. She then saw the wheat
turn into swaying hands of millions crying out for salvation.

The vision then panned out and she saw the field was in the shape of the map of China.
She received a vision of the harvestaden for the lost souls of China. This is in line with
the general vision God gave mankind from the very beginning. Really, vision is seeing Jesus
and catching a&ision of the harvesiesus is pointing out!

We need to spend time gazing wide and opred at that someone who is remarkalge
Jesus awed by His beauty and filled with joy. Then we will see what he wants us tQ see
world vision!

When | was at Bible School | started worshipping Jesus like never before. It was then that
He started to opn my spirit to His prophetic movements in this day and age that | have a
LI NI Ayo L o0S3ly (2 &a4SS (GKS 6Saidsgl NR asgSSLI
missionary expansion to the west kept going west.

At first it was Europe who carriecheé torch and sent out countless thousands of
missionaries in pioneer roles. But the gospel carried on its westwards march to America,
which picked up the torch and started sending out even more missionaries. But now we are
in the generation where the gospbas marched even farther west to South East Asia. Now,
South East Asian countries are sending more missionaries than the entire western world
combined.

b2g A awiD2ArNEREGr South East Asia concerning missionary outreach, especially
into the 10/40 window (a prophetic picture Jesus has in recent years shown to the Church
concerning the mostinevangelisedhations of the world lying between the latitudes 10 and
40 degrees north of the equator, stretching from Japan in the East to North Afritee in
west).
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This is a vision that Jesus is giving many in this generation; it comes out of fixing eyes on
Jesus and seeing His prophetic movements, actions, impressions, pictures and signs.

It is possible toread chapter one of this book and mentalySS D2RQ& . A3 t
understanding the message of the Bible, but without it being a revelation to us. We need to
beW & dzO {idtie Bily Picure. Tob®t A @Ay 3 A0 Q

9RR& I FftZ AY Ly FTNIAOES SydAadf SRIksaboktS . A0
GKS FTANRO OKFLIWISNI 2F a¢KS 2@l 3SN) 2F 516y
b NYyAlI® LG 2LISya Ay (AGGES [dz0éQa oO0SRNR2YO®
9dzad I OS ¢ SNB faddrile pigfude, alframed padtd @Gt a Narnian ships
they looked at the picture, the water and the ship began to move and before long the three
children has gone through the picture frame and entered the land of Narnia.

| think the Bible is a lot like that paintingVe tend to spend a lot of time looking at the
Bible, studying it, analyzing it, treasuring it, and even applying it. But so long as it remains
fAFSESaas 6SONB y20G NBIFftte aSSAy3a AGd ¢KS . A
or even obeyd. The Bible is a window through which Jesus reveals hinosedf.

Conditions for seeing
What do we need to do to see His vision? What are the conditions needed?
adzOK tA1S Fty SI3tS ySSRa 322RxX Of SIFNJ 6S1I
as

0K
KSFENI Ydzad 6S Ay | 322R WYWO2yRAGAZ2YQ G2 L

S

The first condition is that we must have our spiritual eyes opened.

GL LN} & biKFEd GKS D2R 2F 2dzNJ [ 2NR WSadz / KN
of wisdomand revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of His
inheritance in the saintsEphesians 1:118

It is through our own prayers and otthers on our behalf that our spiritual eyes are
2LISYSR (2 D2RQa QAaA2yd 2A0Kz2dzi GKAa WwWSyfA3
O2dzf R NBIR (GKS LINS@A2dza OKFLIISNR | 02dzi D2RQa
it is, but have no real reelation that moves us to action.

{2 L alrARZQ 2K2 N8 ,2dzZ [2NRKU !''yR IS &l ;
arise and stand on your feet; for | have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a
minister and a witness both of the thingshich you have seen, and of the things, which |
will yet reveal to you. | will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles,
to whom | now send you, to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satarto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who are sanctified by faith in Me." Therefore, King Agrippa, | was not
RAA20SRASY (G (2 AKsRW:1ESI gSyf e GArAar2y g

True vision always leads to get up and go! WhenApostle Paul had a vision of Jesus on
the road to Damascus he receiving a world vision of reaching out to the Gentiles that
GNI YyaF2N¥YSR KAa fAFS YR Y2G0AQFGSR KAY G2 3:
FYR | LINE INS A dlye Rvedl B @PBRD | 2F2 Y AGW LIdzZNLI2 43S & @

D2R KIFIR G2 fAGSNIfte ofAyR tldzZ yIFGdzNFffe a
vision (Acts 9:8). When his spiritual eyes were opened he was obedient to the vision he saw,
even though he wiked indarkness in the natural.
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He chose to walk hand in hand with the Lord, trusting Him to lead him step by step into
the good works prepared beforehand for him to walkgito walk progressively in the light
of the Lord that shines briger the longer itis walked in.

G.dzi GKS LI GK 2F GKS 2dzaid Aa tA1S (f&cE aKAY.
R @Rpoverbs 4:18

"l said to a man who stood at the gate of the year: 'Give me a light that | may tread safely
into the unknown'; and he replied, 'Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of
God.That shall be to you better than a light and safer than a knowry!Wwva From a
Christmas Message delivered by King George VI 1939

It was when a man called Ananias prayed for himtHét YYSRA I 1St & GKSNX F5S
something like scales, and he receivedihis A K G 2)yO0SQ o! Oda dYwmy

The Holy Spirit then &S dzL)2y KAY FtyR tldzZ ol a FofS u 2
dzy RSNBAGAYI GS GKS LI26SNI 2F LINI @Ay3d F2NJ 20KS|

them or even praying for yourself to see His vision more clearly.

The second condition is that we d¢as in on the vision.

aL gAftft adlyR Y& ¢l GOK FyR aSd vyeaSt¥t 2y O
to me, and what | will answer when | am corrected. Then the LORD answered me and said:
"Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, thatimay run who reads it. For the vision is
yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries,
gL AG F2NIAGT 0SOF dzaS A ( Habakkuk2: dzNBt & 02YSzZ Al

LGQa y20 YaARBK ORAARdaPd hdzNJ y I GdzN>F £ S&Sa aSSs
not until we focus in on an object of interest that we see that objedd f SahdNEe&lthe
details. We need to spend time staring at the vision of Jesus for us so it becomes clehrer an
clearer. To do this we need to get in a high place like Habakkuk did.

He was determined not to stare at the walls of the city that hemmed him in, worrying
about the encroaching Babylonian armies outside. Habakkuk left his worries, fears and
doubts atthe bottom of the steps and placed himself the rampartg the high watchtower
2y GKS LISNAYSGSNI 2F (GKS OAled ¢KSNB KS 4 Al
clearly.

We must wait on the Lord in prayer and also fasting for clarity in th®wviGod is giving
dza® LOQa 3JI22R LINI OGAOS G2 oNRGS R24y oKI G
sentences that will help us focus on what God wants us to do. The more we do this, the
clearer and more detailed the vision becomes. @UKJ Y Lulill M&iaapace where we can
leave worldly worries and visions bield to seek for the Lords sight:

a{2 1'S G221 GKS o0ftAYyR YIYy o0& UKS KIFIYR IyR f
on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anyhohdpe looked up
and said, "l see men like trees, walking." Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made
KAY 221 dzLlJ® ! yR KS gl a NBakB2ER YR a4l g SOS

The blind man at Bethsaida was healed when Jesus led him out of whreg¢taway from
the busy sights and visions of town life. Like Habakkuk went to the edge of the town, up on
the ramparts, so the blind man had to go outside the town to have his sight restored.

We need to let Jesus lead Y52 dzii 2 T - notkolg/siclly? biutySglritually. Out of all the
worldly, carnal visions of our busy existence.

LGQa AYGSNBaldAy3d (GKIFIG LAFIAIK KFER KNWAYTHKSGI &
&SI NJ (KI G (salaH 611). KaiaR fe@iRe@ vision for service only after there was a
death. It was a death of a strong worldly vision headed by King Uzziah who was a man of
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GAAA2Y S o0dzi y203 D2RQAa @GAaA2y® D2R Of SIFNiIé& K|
His.
| 26 SOSNE YAy3d 'TTAIKQaAa @raAirzy 61 & G2 o0dzAftR
(which you can read about in 2 Chronicles 2615). But in 2 Chronicles 26:16 the summary
ofsuchavisioni8 0 dziT 6 KSYy KS gl a4 AGNRYEKARARSESINNID G & 123
CKAA @g2NIRf& QAaAirzy 2F 2ySQa 26y aldNBy3adK K
Lord.
Habakkuk, the blind man, Isaiah and you and | must leave all visions of this world before
we can truly receive His vision!
Thenthe blind man let Jesus touch his eyes, applying spit on them! We must take time to
allow Jesus to anoint our spiritual eyes. At first we will see His visiottles> gl f 1 Ay 3Q
(blurry and, at first, a bit nonsensical). But as we take time to allowsJesfinish his job of
focusing our spiritual sight by applying mo#S & S , éut spidiiQision will be restored
so we see all His ways for us more clearly.

¢KS GKANR O2yRAGAZ2Y Aa (GKIG ¢S Ydzald KI @S OK

a! 0 GKI G 0A Y Sandvg&id dzthank youi Eathed, 3. &d of heaven and earth,
because You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealéd them
0 | 0 satthéw 11:25

LGQa + O02YY2y FIF OGO GKIG SeéeSarakd 3ISkad 62 NBS
reveals His visions /0 | ot sge Qith the most uncorrupted sight. This is talking about us
needing to have the positive characteristics of how a child sees in our spkitaab SWe/ 3 Q
must see as a child does even though it means being counged #ool: in innocence,
straight forwardly and full of excitement and wonder.

At the time of writing this book | have tavo-yearold son,Matthew. When | point out
something new to him he will focus his whole attention on it with great excitement and
concentration.

The other day we were walking out of a local shop and there were a pair of rabbits on the
grass in front of the shop. Many adults were walking past, looking briefly at the rabbits and
then walking by with &#a S Sy (i Kattitide. BGttheaNd€a group of kids looking at
the rabbits. When | pointed them out tMatthew he excitedly ran to see the rabbits and
tried to look at them from every angle, finding out as much about them from me as he
could.

We need to have this attitude wheiktS CIF G KSNJ LI2Ayda 2dzi az2vy$S |
us¢nothaving V& SSy (i Kattitide, @ & éhidifkeDattitude of genuine excitemen
and inquisitiveness

(e Y2

The fourth and last condition is that we have clear spiritual eyes.

This mayseem obvious, but there are many ways we can have faulty vision that is blurred
or even norexistent due to spiritual blindnes3We will look at four things it can cause
such faulty vision.

1. Hatred in our hearts.

G. dzi KS ¢K2 KI (idSrEnesK dnd watkNi darkrieds) akdidoes ot know
where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eYekhn 2:11
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Our spiritual sight is blinded if wiearbour hatred in our hearts towards anyone. We
must release forgiveness and let the Lord melt all bitterness with His love, and then we
will begin to see His vision for our lives.

2. The lust of the eyes.

GC2NJ It K LEtie luit af tha feshiiekuSt ofile BylesRand the pride of life

is not of the Father but is of the world.X John 2:@

The'lust of the eyesmeans that we set our affections on earthly appetites. If our eyes
lust after that which is abominable to God our spiritual sight will become dull as we're
fixing our sights on things of the earth rather than His things. We nm¥istl 1 S |
O 2 @S ywithyoiir@yes, like Job did (Job 31:1), not to look lustfully at things of this
world.

3. Ajudgmental and critical spirit.

G! YR gKe R2 @2dz 221 Fd GKS &aLlSO01 Ay @&2dzNJ
your own eye? Matthew 7:3

We can be spiritu@y} blurred in our vision or even spiritually blinded due to having a

‘plank Ay 2dzNJ S&8S 66S OFyQi &aSS YdzOK gAdGK az2ys$s
- this is a judgmental and critical spirit that looks at small faults in others. If we are guilty

of this we need to repent and transform our critical speech into constractdifying

speech.

4. False doctrine and teaching.

G¢Kdza aleéa (GKS [hw5 O2yOSNYyAy3a GKS LINRLIKSI
"Peace" while they chew with their teeth, but who prepare war against him who puts
nothing into their mouths: "Thereforgou shall have night without vision, and you shall

have darkness without divination; the sun shall go down on the prophets, and the day

shall be dar 2 NJ { MiGN 3056

| know people who come out of cults or are involved in teaching error who tfinery

KFNR G2 RA&AOSNY D2RQa GNHZSS QGAarzy F2N GKS
those who teach extremes are also affected. The remedy for this is to seek the truth

with your whole hearts.

Faulty vision in spiritual eyes is quite commonaamm God's people. His Word gives us keys
to remedy these ailments and blockages. Let us apply the truths we have learnt and see His
way more vividly.

Waysg S OFy &aSS D2RQ&a @AaArAzy TFT2N dza o
2S0@S t221SR G G4KS O2yRAIIA 2 \an havefhlitydiSdhA y 3 |
b2g 6S oAttt 221 0 K2g S OFy LINI OGAOlIffe R

There are three categories of guidan&ersonal, Corporate and Supernatural

(a) Fersonal(Individual or direct guidance).
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() The witness of the Holy Siit.
GCKSNBEF2NB R2 y20 0SS dzygah
be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; butbé { f
5:17-18
We understand what the will of God is by being filled with Spirit.
The actual meaning Paul has here is that we should be continually filledheith
Spirit, day by day asking for His fresh outpouring in our lives. Then we are in the
LI2aAGA2y (2 KSFENJIGKS 1 2f@& {LANARGQa sAGYySa
GC2NJ & YIy&SHE LANB (if @F ®2 RERon&S&1E | NB a
L areé GKSyyY 2Ff1 Ay GKS {LANRGE |yR @3
Galatians 5:16
The Spirit must leads so we can walk in His ways. This is the principle of ‘following
GKS Of2dzRU & GKS Of2dzZR 2F D2RQ&a LINBaSy
continually filled with His Holy Spirit so we can learn how to flow in Him,
understanding His promptingdjscerning His still, small voice.
We must allow His anointing to flow (1 John 2:27) and He giwe a peaceful
witness Colossians 3:15) as to which way to go or not'geetk in the Spirjt' This
waywSs gAff WaSSQ KAA QGAaA2Yy F2N) dzao
A Biblicaexample of suchelading is found in Acts 1610.
G! FTGSNI GKSe KIR O02YS (2 aéail s GKS& (GNRS
permit them. So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. And a vision appeared
to Paul in the night. A man of Macewia stood and pleaded with him, saying, "Come
over to Macedonia and help us." Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we
sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the
gospd (2 Ack SeYrmé
Therearedl A YSa ¢6KSY L KI @S wasSSyQ GKS [2NRQa
the Spirit. One such occasion was when | was preparing to join World Horizons (WH)
mission organization in 1987. There was a WH conference in Birmingham that was to
last a few days. Thiconference was important, as it was theftfirsal step towards
joining WH.
However, | arrived too late for the briefing and, by the time | did arrive, all
delegates had been designated their accommodation for the night. In the natural |
had no idea Wwat to do, but it was then that | had a prompting by the Spirit to get on
a bus that was arriving in the bus station | had been dropped off at. Not knowing
where | was going, | got on the bus, paid enough fare to go into central Birmingham,
sat down and wied. It was raining heavily outside and all the windows were misted
up so | could not see outside. In my helwtas praying without ceasing!
Suddenly, | felt the prompting of the Spirit once more. This time it was a clear
signal to get off the bus d@he next stop. So | pressed the button and got off the bus
into a dark, unfamiliar street. | had no idea at all as to where | was. But, | saw a
church opposite where | got off and | thought they might knammsthing about the
conference.
Knocking on tha door of the church, | waited until | heard someone coming and the
door opened. | got the shock of my life! A guy named Jon, who had previously been
involved in leading a mission trip | was on, had opened the door. Almost at the same
GAYS S atreiduHoing Refe?l found out that this was the exact church
that | had been dsignated to stay at that night!

S> o6dzi dzy RSNE |
R

a
S & A (BghediaksS { LJA |

O«
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This leading by the Spirit was important as it was an integral part in my receiving
world vision and it launched me into my missions miristeven though at that time
| had no specific details about where that would be or in what capacity.

(i) Counsel of the heart.
GL gAft of Saa GKS [ hwiyhearkatso ikstructs ABAtEES Y Y S
night seasons. | have set the LORD always befierébecause He is at my right hand
| shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; my flesh also
willresi Ay K2 LIS d9¢ talrfty wmcYT

The more our heart (spirit) is submitted to the Lord, the more it will counsel and
instruct us so we cak’ & §iSway with the eyes of our heart.

"Relegating all problems to the Lord, trusting implicitly in His guidance for the past
and future experieces produces the remark: "l will bless Jehovah, who hath given me
counsel." My going to Equador is God's counsel, as is my leaving Betty, and my
refusal to be counseled by all who insist | should stay and stir up the belieuers in

And how do | knowhis is His counsel? "Yea, my heart instructeth me in the night
seasons.” Oh, how goador | have known that ‘'my heart' is instructing me for God.

bae KSI NI al AR ¥F2 NINGWsBrS brQoicgsSkbitithe doSnseYad T I O
a heart which dsires God."

This is a gote by Jim Elliot who was called to Equador in the early 1950s to be a
Martyr for the faith. (Taken from "Shadow of the Almighty" by Elisabeth Elliot,
Opening section of Chapter 17).

As we delight more and more in the Lok will place desires in our heart that are
in line with His vision, these are the desires we can claimHaadvill surely grant
them (Psalm 37:4).

(b) Corporate (guidance through other Christians).
G!'yR a ¢S adre@SR Yl ye RAgabdsxame doorSfad I Ay L
Judea. When he had come to us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own hands and feet,
and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who
owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the GentileActs 21:1611
Guidance may come througdrophetic actsof others! The prophet Agabus used a
prophetic act when he bound the Apostle Paul with his belt, indicating he would be
bound by the authorities on going to Jerusalem. Old Testament prophetsiged
many visual prophetic acts such as Jeremiah and Ezeldaedmiah frequently
employed this methodology. Examples are his burying the loin cloth (Jeremiah 13:1
7); visiting thepotter (Jeremiah 18:110); smashing the clay jar (Jeremiah 193);
and wearing the yoke (Jeremiah 28:1@).
hiKSNE YIe KIFIZ@S LINPLKSIGAO GAaAz2yconeiKI G N
Prophet saw a vision of bright arrows being sent out of Singapore into dark areas of
the world, lighting up those areas, and he saw like a polishing utensil for those
arrows. This is a vision that | am still praying into complete fulfillment today, as it
NB LINE & S yuioar 3D 2180kh dyNeS QISNB 2yt f & o6l YR AYRS
overall big picture)
God will use others as HiBLINE 2 &@ we2niNi®t Pray for eyes to see what the
Lord is showing us through them.
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(c) Qupernatural (guidance through finaculous divine intervention).

(i) Dreams and Visions.
"And it shall come to pass afterward that | walbbur out My Spirit on all flesh; your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visiohs Joel 2:28

"Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothemsd; they hated him even
more." Genesis 36

"Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he
fell into a trance and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at
the four corners, descending to him and let dowthi® earth.” Acts 10:1611

"In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzatissonappeared to me to me,
Daniel- after the one that appeared to me thest time." Daniel 8:1

Any dream or vision one receives should be tested. It should not contradict
Scripture andwill usually be very vivid and give a sense of God's presence with it.
They usually confirm what the Lord has already been saying, especially concerning
hisWo A 3 [ayQui lideNS Q

Prayerfully consider your dream/vision remembering they could repné symbols
or principles- not necessarily absolutes. Talk them over with mature Christians and
remember that it is the Lord who is the interpreter of dreamst your own fanciful
wishes (Daniel 2:28).

There are times when | haw & S\&sir3 giverby the Spirit of God that have
envisioned me for the purposes God has for my l@ne such occasion was in 8
when | was at university in London. | had just signed up for my first mission trip to
North Africa and the Lord was starting to cakt imto missions.

As | was praying in my room about this forthcoming trip, | asked the Lord to
confirm that this was really His will, and | was also praying the Lord would give me
opportunity to meet a person from the cotry | was going to, in London.

Suddenly, | received a vivid vision of a North African man coming towards me with
shopping bags in his hands. | recognized the vision as being next to a London
underground station that was near where | was staying. Immediately | went out to
wait by the staion | had seen in the vision.

Standingbesidea Mosque next to the station, | patiently waited. No one came who
matched the man in my vision and | was about to give up waiting until something
remarkable happened. Suddenly, from out of the Mosque dodhgre came
hundreds of North Africans who hden worshipping in the Mosque.

They all looked the same to me and | knew the one | was looking for was carrying a
AK2LIWAY3 o613 Ay SIFOK KFEyRXT fA1S LQR aSSy
him coming straight at me. He looked exactly like the man | saw in the vision and he
was carrying the two shopping bags. But | was wondering how to get his attention
and even how to talk with him, as | thght he might not speak English.

L Yy SSRY Qied God dSeswagediduiimeeting!

Just as he was about to pass me, one of the shopping bag handles broke and all his
shopping went sprawling over the pavement. | jumped forward immediately and
helped him pick up all his things and we had a quick coatiersin English (he could
speak a little). It was then that | knew God had given me the vision to confirm my
missions calling and excite me concerning & Wo A 3 LA OGdzNBQ F2NJ Y&

56



| have found that God gives important dreams or visions concernirgatiuirning
points/decisions in our life (God gave Peter the important vision of creatures in the
net at the turning point of the Church reaching out to the Gentiles. Also Paul and his
team received the vision of the Macedonian man at the point in histehgre the
Gospel was about to cross dorents ¢ from Asia to Europe).

In 1988 as | was stepping out into Missionary work, with World Horizon missions
organization, | had a girlfriend. She wanted me to work first and settle down but |
felt I could stil continue the relationstp, which was my first real one.

But the Lord gave me a dream, which was very wvidas in an open white Rolls
Royce driving along a highway. My girlfriend was sitbegideme. Every time we
went over a bump she would flgut of the car onto the wayside. | would have to
stop, reverse, get out, pick her up and put her back in the car. This happengd man
times then the dream stopped.

| was blinded by the situation (wrong relationships tend to do this) and didn't know
what it meant. Eventually my friend plucked up the courage to tell me that it meant
she was a hindrance to God's pure (white) purposes (car on highway) in my life. Each
time we would encounter a difficulty (bump) she WiolR KAYRSNJ YS Ay
purposes.

| ended the relationship as a result (she took it quite well | must add!) and received
I ySg FTNBSR2Y WA 3 LIdaNRyd@&zZvEBc® Ri® ot have as | was
W{i NI injthis RIBtionship.

God lets usl & 8r8afhs and vision to keep us on thight track concernig his big
vision for our lives.

Joseph is a classic example of this. The Lord gave him a dream of his family and
SPSy (KS adzyz Y22y FyR &adFNR 026Ay3a R24Y
big picture for Joseph to be an overner (Genesis 1:28), the many stars actually
represent the many lives who would come to the Lord and become part d#tHe2 R &

& S SI&seph belonged to (from Abraham). It was actual/ @ 2 NI Rtha@dlsa A 2 y Q
showed Joseph how his own life would furtti2?2 R Q dlang& A 3 LJ

LYRSSRY GKNRdzZAK W2aSLKQa f20S FyR FlLAGKT
saved from famine and they multiplied and grew in Egypt, becoming a testimony to a
foreign nationcfurthS NA y3 D2RQa 2NAIAYIf AyiSyiliAizyo

God hasdreams and visions for you concerning His big picture and your part in
that. Open your spiritual eyes to these dreams and visions and embrace them and
outwork them in faith. He will enable you to accomplish that which He shows you as
it is His will and dese, and nothing can stop theotd from fulfilling His desire!

(i) Divine or angelic Visitation.
G!'yR AG OFYS (2 LIl aas ¢KSy WwW2akKdz ol a oeé
and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand oéimdal
went to Him and said to Him, "Are You for us or for our adversaries?" So He said, "No,
but as Commander of the army of the LORD | have now come." And Joshua fell on his
face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, "What does my Lord say to His
servant?" Then the Commander of the LORD'S army said to Joshua, "Take your sandal
off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy." And Josh#aR  do8hdwet
5:1315
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Angels or the Lord Himself may appear to warn or to encourage (by providing
physical needs and safety), but mostly they come with significant announcements.
The Lord appeared to Joshua to show Joshua that he must lead the Israelites to gain
GKS t NBEYAAaSR [FYR dzyRSNJ 1 Aa O2YYlIYyR® ¢KAA&
He slowed Himself to assure the gathering of His people into His promised
inheritance, under His leadership and command, so that they may be a light to the
Gentiles (the nations around them).
This is a pattern throughout Scripture. Jesus or angels appdar2ZdR Q&4 a SN y i
always confirm His big picture and strengthen His people in it (e.g. The Lord appears
to Moses¢ Exodus 33:123 ¢ in the context of giving the Law that will make His
people a unique testimony among the nations).

(iif) Signs and Wonders.
Accoding to Nelson's lllustrated Bible Dictionary¥s{ A 3y | ViR sofn&hjhlR S N
that points to, or represents, something larger or more important than itself. The
word is used in this way to refer to a wide variety of things in the Bible.

But by far the most important use of the word is in reference to the acts of God.
Thus, it is often linked with g 2 y RrStheEO Testament most references point to
the miracles produced by God to help deliver the Hebrew people from slavery in
Egypt (Eodus 7:3; Isaiah 8:18).

In the New Testament the word! & A i3 liike@with bothW ¢ 2 Y RIBINK ® NI Of Sa Q
(Acts 2:22; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:4). Signs point primarily to the powerful,
saving activity of God as experienced through the ministryesus and the apostles.
The word occurs frequently in the Gospel of John, pointing to the deeper, symbolic
meaning of the miracles performed by Jesus. Throughout the Bible the true
significance of a sign is understood only through faith.

W{ A &e¢/j@dWhat they imply: they are signposts pointing to some aspect of Jesus
(remember, vision i & S S A y).Pres¥fily, teiedn South East Asia, we hear a lot
about gold dust appearing falling from heaven in meetings. Gold is a symbol of the
divine natureof God that Jesus is the embodiment of, and this sign merely points to
the fact that Jesus is present when His people meet together. We should not seek
the sign, but Him whom the sign points¢desus. In Him is our vision for living!

WARNINGDon't seek this last category (Supernatural guidance). If God wants to
He will speak supernaturally. God may actually use more of this kind of guidance for
immature and younger Christians but He expects us to mature to hear His still, small
voice in our pirit. Although, in crucial times, He still does speak supernaturally (e.g.
Paul's Macedonian visiorAtts 16:710) - this was a crucial turning point in world
mission (to anther completely new continent).

Supernatural guidance is still possible and steuld not shut ourselves off from
this possibility. On the other hand we must not actively seek for this form of
guidance as it is subject to the sovereignty of God.

In the End Times, especially as the time of the Antichrist approaches, we can
expectan escalation of this form of guidance among God's people and also an
escalation of counterfeit signs and wonders.
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From this chapter we have seen that God reveals His vision to us in many ways, but
ultimately it is a vision of Jesus that we need, inowhwe can be fruitful, multiply,
fill the earth and have dominion.

The only way of receiving this vision is to get closer to Him and constaettyur
spiritual eyes on Him.

G[ 221 Ay3 dzyli2 WS&adzaz GKS | dziK2 MativasR FA Yy A
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the thron@ ¥ D HEbdewvs 12:2

We must look to Him in times of waiting, Bible reading, worship and spiritual
service and in Him we will see Hisrstfor us revealed in the many ways outlined in
this chapter. He is the author and the finisher of our life of faith and He has given a
perfect example of a lifef faith whilst on this earth.

We¢KS 22@& 0GKIF G masactualg the gt bigen tb mankind
right from the start (encapsulated in Genesis 1:28). As we gaze, wide eyed and with
great awe at Jesus we begin to have great joy as we see unveiled before us His plan
of salvation and our part in it.

As we begin to see Jesus in cullJANA Ga 6SQff &aSS I AY 3AAXAPD
pictures, impressions and signs that wallthus walk this life of faith.

Just as Vision is seeing Jesus we will now see in the next chapter that Calling is
hearing Jesus invite us to a specific call imitHis big vision.

Do You Get The Picture?

Time to reflect:

= =4 4 -

Doyoumeefl KS O2yRAGA2ya FT2NJ aSSAy3d D2RQA OA A&
Areyour spiritual eyes opened and focused?

Are you seeing like a child?

Are your spiritual eyes blocked by hatred, lustriiaal spirit, or false doctrine?

Pause to pray for the Lord to anoint your spiritual eyes with eye salve so you can see more
clearly. If you need to repent of anything that has been a blockage, go ahead and do that

first.

Write down any guidance yduave received from the witness of the Spirit, the counsel of
the heart, prophetic acts of others, dreams and visions, divine or angelic visitation or signs
and wonders.
2 KIG R2 GKS&S (KAy3a akKz2g &2dz O2yOSNYyAy3a D2

z
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Chapter Six
Calling is Hearing Jesus
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words. It comes as an encouragement to do something and is a term particularly
found in the New Testament. One's call is the invitation of Christ to enter fully into
His vision!
This is all purely by grace, and gramables us to accomplish our call (Ephesiand ;&
Thessalonians 1:112). This invitation will be specific (as to the area of calling/gifting).

I he Biblical use otalling' refers toan INVITATIONIt is an urging on, an inciting by

The Invitation of the Lord

As mentioned above, the Biblical word #rO |- fliterally rHe@ns an invitation. Jesus speaks

to us (He is the Word (John 1:1)), delivering an invitation to join Him in the harvest. He will
invite us into a specific harvest activity that requires a specific gittiagy we are being
equipped with.
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VISION | CALLING

Seeing Jesus Hearing Jesus

Doing Saying
+ Actions + Words
+ Movements + Concepts
« Pictures + Directions
+ Impressions * Messages
+ Signs

He invites us into His plans by givingagsds, concepts, directions and messages.
All this requires iaith.
"So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing bywied of God."Romans 10:17
We receive faith b K S | Widh guBdQiritual ears. We are to hear His personal words to
us. In this verse the Greek word used ¥ 2 SROK ®@YLA Qa Ay ISNBadAy3I i
used rather than the usuab f 2. ¥avX SisgrtheQevealed spoken, personal word of God to
us, whereasWt 2 9 theig@neral written Word of God.
So, true faith, to do His good works that are prepared for us, only comes by hearing the
WNX Sravkad personal word of God to us.
But, unless we are taught how to hear this we will be like Sadrfist was as a little boy,
unable to distinguish the voice of God from the voice of man (read 1 Samu&0B:1
9t A gt+a GKS LINASal 2F D2R3I o6dzi KIR FLFAES
voice, as he himself was unable to do so. In fiasiays inverse ¥ 1 KS g2 NR 2F D2
N
|.

R
R

Ay K2 8By wRdthisd Becaudél KSNBE 41 & y2 ¢ poREINANSF R NB
¢tKSe KIFIR f2al0 D2RQa o0A3 QGAaAz2y FT2N GKSY y

as a reflection of the spidizl £ a il S 2F D2RQa LIS2L) S 9f AQa

also reflecting the condition of His spiritual eygSod called Samuel four times before he

realized it was God calling!

As a church, we need to learn afresh how to hearth’XK S bf God after our spiritual
vision has been restored, like Samuel did and he received a specific cdiighahole life
was founded on.

Following is a story | adapted from an interrfieénd of mine, Patricia A. A. Schwab,
showinghow God calls us.

A man was sleeping at night in his cabin when suddenly he heard a voice that trembled
fA1S GKS GKdzyRSNX» LG ¢t a wSadzaQ ©02A0S FyR |
showed him a large rock in front of his cabin.

God explained that the man ag to push against the rock with all his might. At first the
Yy (K2dAKG AG 61 & y2G8 NBFffteé D2R YR RARYQi
NEasS 42 R2 GUKS [2NRQAE 0ARRAYy3 RI@ o6& RI&o

For many years he toiled from sunrise to sundown, his sterglset squarely against the
cold, massive surface of the unmoving rock, pushing with all his might. Each night the man
returned to his cabin sore, and worn out, feeling that his whole day had been spent in vain.

Py AN
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Seeing that the man was showing sigrisdscouragement, Satan decided to enter the
picture by placing thoughts into the man's weary mind: "You have been pushing against that
rock for a long time, and it hasn't budged. Why kill yourself over this? You are never going to
move it." Thus giving taman the impression that the task was impossible and that he was a
failure, these thoughts discouraged and disheartened the man.

"Why kill myself over this?" he thought. "I'll just put in my time, giving just the minimum
effort and that will be good esugh.” And that he planned to do until one day he decided to
make it a matter of prayer and take his troubled thoughts to God. "God," he said, "l have
labouredlong and hard in your service, putting all my strength to do that which you have
asked. Yet, aftr all this time, | have not even budged that rock by half a millimeter. What is
wrong? Why am | failing?"

Jesus responded compassionately, "My friend, when | asked you to serve me and you
accepted, | told you that your task was to push against the vatikall your strength, which
you have done. Never once dignkention to you that | expected you to move it. Your task
was to push. And now you come to me, with your strength spent, thinking that you have
TILAf SRoE

G. dzix Aa GKF G NBfl Yobr &armsi @ekstrongadd muscied, yor dedlis
sinewy and brown, your hands are calloused from constant pressure, and your legs have
become massive and hard. Through opposition you have grown much and your abilities now
surpass that which you used 0l @S ® ¢

G, S0 e&2dz KFIgSyuid Y20SR GKS NRO1® . dzi &2 dzNJ C
exercise your faith and trust in My wisdom. This you have done. I, my friend, will now move
the rock.”

When He moved the rock the man saw a chest fulhafiag treasure and Jesssid;Wb 2 &
32 YR dza8S (GKA& GNBIlIAaAdzNE (G2 ofSadaa (GK2asS gK2)Y
y2i KIFI@S 0SSy FotS G2 OFNNE (KS KSIF@geé GNBI ac
his muscles had been developed he waedl ableto carry this chest.

At times when we read the Scriptures and/or hear the Lord speak to us, we tend to use
our own intellect to decipher what He wants, when actually what God wants is just simple
obedience and faith in Him.

By all means excise the faith that Moves Mountains, but it is still God who actually
moves the mountains and reveals our true calling, providing the resources to fulfill it. This
chapter will help you learn how to hear this call of God.

G ¢ KS { LIA NR shall 28t uporkK im, fhé 3p&it of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

His delight is in the fear of the LORD, and He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, nor
decide by thénearing of His ears; but with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and
with the breath of His lips He shall slapth ¢ A OshiShR hZ

This istalking about Jesus, but because we are toibeChrist'we too are to display the
same characteristics. We are not#2 dzZR3S 0 & ouldyS oRIBRAREG T@E G KS
2PN SINED® ¢KA& YSItya GKFEG 6S R2yt@ruiourRSLISY R
spiritual senses. It is the anointing of the Spirit that enables us to see and hear spiritually
and therefore rule and reign in our calling on this earth.

2S gAft y2¢ (221 4G O2yRAGAZ2Y & GKIFG oSSR (2
fAPSa YR (KSYy (i K2 WsEK SwWhHs@ousINF OGAOFft& KSI
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Conditions for Hearing
What do we need to do to hear His call? What are the conditions needed?

The first condition is that we must incline our spiritual ears to Him.

a { tBat you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding; Yes, if you
cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, If you seek her as silver,
and search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you will understaneédheffthe LORD,
and find the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come
knowledge and understanding; He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to
those who walk uprightly; He guards the paths of justice, and preséneesvay of His
saints. Then you will understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every goddk path
Proverbs 2:D

We need to¥ (i dzyt&hedr what the Lord is sayingihe following story was sent to me by
Emory Edge and it illustrates this et hear the right voice.

Back wherthe telegraph was the fastest method of lodgstance communication, a young
man applied for a job as a Morse Code operator. Answering and ad in the newspaper, he
went to the office address that was listed. When hre\aed, he entered a large, busy office
filled with noise and clatter, including the sound of the telegraph in the background.

I aAdy 2y GKS NBOSLIIA2yAaiGQa O2dzy i SNI Ay aid N
until they were summoned to entehhe inner office. The young man filled out his form and
sat down with the seven other applicants in the waiting area. After a few minutes, the
young man stood up, crossed the room to the door of the inner office, and walked right in.
Naturally the other apjicants perked up, wondering what was going on. They muttered
FY2y3a (KSyYyasStoSa (KIFIG GKSe KFIRyQli KSINR |yeé
man who went into the office made a mistake and would be disqualified.

Within a fewminutes, however, theemployer escorted the young man out of the office
FYR &lFAR G2 0GKS 20KSNJ LI AOFydazx aDSyuaf SYSy
Kha 2dzald 0SSy FAf{fSRd®E ¢KS 2GKSMJruquéryﬁé
al é}\yEIZ a2 L)\RZVQNAQ’Z}MRSM&UI yRCD 1S glFa GKS f1

S

320 GKS OKFyOS G2 060S AYUSNOWASSsSR | Si K 32u
¢CKS SYLX 28SNJ aFARYX aLQY a2NNEBI odzi GKS €1 ad
the telegraph has beeritO1 Ay 3 2dzi GKS F2ftft2g¢gAy3 YSaal 3as i
GKAAa YSaal3asSsy (GKSy O02YS NARIKI Ayd ¢KS 2206 A

This young man did. The job is his.

We live in a world that is full of busyness and clattée that office. People are distracted
and unable to hear the still, small voice of God as He speaks in creation, in the Scriptures, in
GKS fAFS YR 62N)] 2F WS&adza YR Ay 2dzNJ KSI NI
Him when He speaks to you?eAyou listeningfan ¢ KAa Aa Yeée {2yzZ gK2Y
| A YHE

There are many voiceslamouringfor our attention the voices of fear, doubt, reason,
hatred, materialism, comfort and so fortbut we need to actively incline our spiritual ears
tohear @ RQa ¢ 2NRa® | PioveRL2:Dgles Bs2activeKvbrdsKhat show us
what we should practically dotoiricly S 2 dzNJ S NA (2 KSIFNJ KAa @2A0
(i) Apply your heart.
(i) Cry out.
(iii) Lift up your voice.
(iv) Seek and search as for treasure.
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All these words describe the condition of an intense desire to hear the truth. It is possible to
beWt A & b yohrgaly Qearing.

{2YSGAYSAa 6KSY LQY ¢2NJAYy3I 2y Yeé 02VYLziSNI Y
GKAY]l OGKFG LOASIEINRR ARO DG KIdelh AWQE 3IF2yS Ay
other!

For me to really hear and take in what she is saying | have to stop my work turn my back
on the computer, look firmly in her eyes and concentrate.

LiQa GKS al Y§ 20NRIAK 2SS YNSRI (KSR G 2L gKI G 6SQN
our back on all other sources of information (other voices) and concentrate igtentwhat
God is saying to us.

G, St GKS@ RAR y2i0 206Se& 2NJ AyOf Ay S tesidtheirNJ S| NI
evil hearts, and went backward and b2 NB [Jé&dnipk 7:24

¢tKS | 020S @OSNBRS aKz2ga OfSINIe& ¢KIG KILLSya

voicecg SQf f o Ol af ARSH

The second condition is that we must have pierced airdumcised ears.

G.dzi AT GKS aASNBIyd LXIFIAytfe atreasxs UL f2@gS
out free,' then his master shall bring him to the judges. He shall also bring him to the door, or
to the doorpost, and his master shalierce his earwith an awl; and he shall serve him
T 2 NB 8duir21 6

Effectively, the slave who asked for a pierced ear was sajng, t 2 S Y& YI aid SN
GKFG L 3IAGS dzLJ FEf Y& NRIKGA ThisiRheathitdetwe 6 A £ £ Ay
must have in listening to the Lord. He entered into a covenant relationship with his master
GKFd KS g2dA R Fdzf FAEE Fff KAa NBaLRyairAoAfAdA

This is the same idea asetimeaning ofP OA N dzY OA ASR S| NEQ®

G, 2dz ai A Fuhgr&dis&dRn heayt Bnd eargou always resist the Holy Spirit; as
your fathers didd 2 R 2 Acts Z:5lkd ¢

G¢2 HK2Y &AKIFff warning th§tlthpy nlay kear?3IAdées theiar is
uncircumcisedand they cannot give hee®ehold, the word of the LORD is a reproach to
them; they have no deligity A (0 ®¢ WSNBYAF K cYwmn

| ANDdzYOAaArz2zy ¢l a S@OARSYyOS 2F {1SSLAyYy3I D2RC
NBELINS&ASYUSR | LISNB2Y gK2fte O2YYAUGGSR (2
Wzy O A NI axveér inaafitR@ heeding the word or covenant of the Lord (not having the
WFf SaK f AThiSItas Srimis cdnseduénées.

GXFyR alFARY bLF¥ @&2dz RAfAIASyGte KSSR GKS @2A
His sight, give @ato His commandments and keep all His statutes, | will put none of the
diseases on you which | have brought on the Egyptians. For | am the LORS Wwiiodn & 2 dzd €
Exodus 15:26

b2 KSSRAYy3 (GKS 020Sylyid YSIyid (kliféintbedzNE S a
form of diseases and so forth. But keeping His words (i.e. being a hearer and a doer of His
words) would bing life and the mercy of God.

dncline your egrand come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; and | will make an
everlastingcovenant with youthe sure mercie8 ¥ 51 GAR®E Lal Al K ppYo

This is the same principle for our specific calling. If we fail to respond in covenant fashion
to what God is promising us, then our ears are not pierced or circumcised and curses are
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activatedin our lives. Let us let the Lord pierce and circumcise our ears so we are covenant
keepers in our walk with Him.

The third and last condition is that we have unblocked spiritual hearing.

We will look at passages of Scripture that reveal how we naaag lblocked spiritual ears.
These faults in hearing must be dealt with if we are to successfully follow God's plan for our
life.

1. Trusting in our own might.
"The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might; they shall put their hand over
their mouth; their ears shall be deaMicah 7:16

Here we see the nations becoming spiritual deaf due to having trusted in their own
'might' (strength). We too can become deaf if we trust in our own strength and
resources.

When we are so used to making our own decisions, based on hearing our own intellect
2N GKS2NARSa 2F (GKS g2NIRX 6S IINB GNMzAGAYy3
become deaf to the voice of God. We need¥al Ndza & Ay GKS [ 2NR I yR
dzy RSNE GOl yRAY3Q

2. Not exercising our spiritual senses.
GhT 6K2Y o0aSt OKATSRS{0 ¢S KI @S YdzOK G2 at
become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to
need mik and not solid foodFor everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full
age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to disceyodabth
andS @ Mebdedvs 5:1114

It is possible to becom&lull of hearing'spiritually due to not exercising our spiritual
senses (i.e. not regularly waiting upon the Lord to hear Him). Just as physical exercise is
a regular discipline, so exercisiogr spiritual senses should be regular and intense.

LF ¢S R2y Qi GF1S GAYS G2 KSI NI D2RQa @2A0S
ALIANAKRGdzZL £ SFENBR gAff 0S02YS RdzZf yR D2RQa
clear sound.

3. Deliberately ignoring the promptings of God.
GCKSNBEF2NBE L ¢gAftf ydzYoSNI @82dz F2NJ 6KS a2 NJ
because, when | called, you did not answer; when | spoke, you did not hear, but did evil
before My eyes, and chose that in whi¢h2 y 2 i Rd&ah 863AK ( ¢
Here we see it is possible to deliberately ignore the promptings of God as he speaks to
our spiritual ears. The result here was that the people were given over to judgment
Wy dzYoSNJ 22d2). T2NJ 6 KS &a62NRQ
When God speakto us we need to take what He says seriously and take it into prayer
and action. Ignoring it will only bring judgment upon us!
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4. Having itching ears.
GC2NJ 0KS GAYS gAftf O02YS 6KSy (KSe gAatt y2i
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers:
And they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned asidéabiea dZ
Timothy 4:34
‘Itching ears'can stop us from hearing the truth! This is hearing only that which will
satisfy our cravings, hence turning spiritual ears from the tiand refers to those who
will only listen to teachers or read books that talout what they want to hear.
Some Christians only want to hear messages on the End Times because the itching in
their spiritual ears (actually caused by spiritual infection) can only be satisfied when they
hear such teaching. If we only listen to wiva¢ want to hear the Bible says that we will
turn our ears away from the truth and end up in deception.
God will also bring teachers along who may speak hard things foraccept,but it is
the word of God for us. We need to hunger @2 R Q & unhdditédited truth, listening
G2 G0KS ¢gK2fS O2dzyaSt 2F D2RQa 62NRX y2 YI i
be, not just the bots that satisfy our itching ears.

5020 0SAy3 Ay (UKS LI OS 2F KSI NA
Gl 2¢ GKSy aKklIminwhoid ®&y have rottbeli@vgd? Antl how shall they
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a
preacheR" Romans 10:14

This is obvioudf we are not in a place of being able to hear the word of God from
anointed vessels then we cannot hear to believe! We must seek the fellowship, teaching

and preaching of anointed communities so as the hear what the Spirit is saying to the
Church and to us individually.

WaysweOl y KSIF NJ D2RQa OFtftAy3a F2N) dzao

2 SQ@S f 22 edhditions for héakng His call and reasons we can have faulty
KSIENAY3ID b2¢g 6S gAfft 221 G K2 6S OFy LINI C
[ SGQa 221 G GKS (ReN& S, COpoita® 8@ STpSratural. ¥ I dzA R |-

(a) Rersonal(Individual or direct guidance).

() The Word of God.
G!'yR (GKFG FTNRY OKAfRK22R @&2dz KI @S (y26y
make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profikalfor doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good 2 N2 Tindothy 3:15L7
G SG GKS g2NR 2F [/ KNRAG Rg St tadmoyishidgz dz NR C
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
heartsto K S [ EddRgias 3:16
The general will of God can be seen in khgos(written word of God) and can be
definedasthealK2f & YR AT I (KR CHINEBNISG2 YI 1S dza
From the Bible there are obvious and explicitly stated things that neskare the
will of God for all.
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(VLG A& D2RQa 3IASytaNkiheveniHing. F2NJ dza (2 3IAQ
GLY SOSNEUGKAY3I AAJGill dedyyaT KRR B (G WwSad
Thessalonians 5:18

LG Aa D2RQa 3ASYSNI f bsialningfromfledhlylisi G2 € A0S
oFor this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should ab$taim sexual
AYY2NI f A2 ds#M3 ¢KSaalft2yAly

S
zZa a

L

@ LI A& D2RQAa 3ISy SNJI fbidindlies in duesodiety S ot | YSE S

oHaving your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may, by your good works, which they observe, glorify God in
the day of visitation. Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the

Lord's sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.

For thisis the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of

foolA & K NFegré2:1215

As we have already seen, World Missiggshe basidor the Bible and the whole Scripture
reveals God's general will of reaching all peoples with the Gospel and we are all to have a
vital role in this.

As we read the Bible we receive a mandate to reach the unreached and live an upright
Christian life tlat will fit in with this Vision.

We must take time to read His word and lettR 6 St t  Asy thalda eveldh siuatiors Q
S oAttt KIGS I Wg2NRQ (G2 tAQPS o0&8d wSFER GKS
importancS 2 F D2RQa e&2NR Ay GKSAN fAQD
"The vigor of our Spiritual Life will be in exact proportion to the place held by the Bible in our
life and thoughts. | solemnly state this from the experience offbilly years. The first three
years after conversion | neglected the Word of GBihce | began to search it diligently the
blessing has been wonderful.have read the Bible through one hundred times, and always
with increasing delight. Each time it seems like a new book to Great has been the
blessing from consecutive, diligedgily study.| look upon it as a lost day when | have not
had a good time over the Word of God.George Muller

"l prayed for Faith, and thought thaomedayfFaith would come down and strike me like
lightning. But Faith did not seem to come. One dagad in the tenth chapter of Romans,
'‘Now Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Gdtad closed my Bible, and
prayed for Faith.l now opened my Bible, and began to study, and Faith has been growing
ever sincet D.L. Moody

"Rememier that it is not hasty reading, but serious meditation on holy and heavenly
truths, that makes them prove sweet and profitable to the soul. It is not the mere touching of
the flower by the bee that gathers honey, but her abiding for a time on the fldvaédtaws
out the sweet. It is not he that reads most, but he that meditates most, that will prove to be
the choicest, sweetest, wiseand strongest Christian:"Thomas Brooks

"A Bible that's falling apart usually belongs to someone who isi@hales Spurgeon

The following story shows us the importance of the general Word of God in showing us the
way weshould live our Christian lives.
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HMS Ambition, a huge royal navy ship ploughed effortlessly through the stormy seas. The
captain proudijooked out from the cabin to the waters ahead.

Suddenly he saw a light in the distance. The ship was heading directly towards it. Then
through the Morse code came a message, "Change your course by 20 degrees or you will
crash into us".

The captaintdy/ SR dzLJ KAa y2asS yR alrAR (2 Kiaa aidl T
is the HMS Ambition, no one asks us to change course. Send back a message asking them to
change course by 20 degrees."

Obediently the message boy tapped out the Morse codessage as ordered. However
the same message was received as before, that they had to change course or they would
collide.

The captain grew enraged and tapped out the next message himself, "This is Captain
Proudhead, and | order ydo change course immealtely".

¢tKS NBOGdzNYy YSaal3daS é6Fa AYISNIINBISR adpddé
request for you to change course or you will crash into us!"

The captain was now fuming, "What! An ordinary seaman is ordering me to move? This
cannot be!"He banged out his next message, "THIS IS HMS AMBITION, THE QUEEN'S OWN
SHIP. SHE TURNS FORODY. CHANGE YOUR COURSE NOW!"

After a while the final message came through... "This is a LIGHTHOUSE! Please change
course now or you will crash into us!"

Many times in our own pride and ambition we refuse to change direction even if we are
heading on a crash course, especially concerning the Word of God.

His Word is a light for our smooth passage and we must listen to the most humble servant
as they corret us by God's word, or we will make a shipwreck of our faith!

G, 2dz2N) 62NR XESK WRUIFGE ABKG (2 Yeé LI dK®E t

2S 1y26 FTNBY D2RQ&a ¢2NR AG Aa D2RU& 3IASYSNI
worship Him, reach out to othrs in love (especially those who have never heard the good
news about Jesus) and be involved in discipling others with great joy, peace and love!
However, His specific will for our lives can also come as He gwessa words (the
quickened, spoken word of God to our spirits).

God may highlight a general word in the Bible and make it specific to us. He did this with
me when | was in North Africa on a mission trip in 1985. God spoke through Genesss 12:1
which is the geneiflecall of God to Abraham and his sedd8od used this verse to specifically
Ortft YS (2 tSIFH@S Yé FTIFIGKSNDa K2dzaS 60GKSy Ay
living with my family at that time) and my country (England) and go to a place He would
show me (eventually this was revealed to be Singapore).

Ways We Can éhr His call (omvitation) Through the Word
1 Regular Bible Reading (planned and systematic).
We all need to have a daily Bible reading plan. In my Bible there is a Bible reading
plan in the front that | have been through many times. This gives passages of
Scripture to read in the morning and evening every day. Our church has a Bible
reading plan that my family has been going through recently and it has been a great
blessing.
In my avn experience | have found that it is during these times that the Lord will
highlight one verse or thought from the reading that seemst& dzY Lat ngedThi
Aa 0 KSWNK2SKRtBA particular time and should be taken into serious
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meditation andprayer to gain the most insight from it. It can often be concerning
our specific calling or an aspeae are currently involved with.

1 Mental Suggestion (Bringing a Biblical thought to mind, maybe not previously
memorized).
There are times when the Lord mdying to remembrance a particular verse you
have read or heard before, but not particularly committed to memory. The Lord may
activate your sukronscious record of this verse or passage at a certain time to call or
invite you into some aspect of His wal encourage/protect you in it.

LOPS KSINR dAG2NASAa gKSNBE (KS [ 2odliBverA YLINEB a
or a young believer that they have never read befqrenly later do they find the
verse in the Bible. This is usually to encourage thechspur them on to enter fully
Ayi2 D2RQ& gAff | YR LJzN1J2 aleleverls grRjougd | £ &
converts.

1 Recalled Memory Verse (Psalm 11919
For mature Christians who have committed much Scripture to memory, the Lord
often highlights ap NIi A Odzf  NJ YSY2NRT SR @OSNES i | O
0 NXziaKgQides, €arns or encourages.

| can remember a time when everyone around me was urging me to phone up to
0S LINI 2F W2K2 2Flyia G2 06S lFia#F&aARYyWIEREB
idea. We were struggling financially and | am very good at general knowledge. But as
| was praying | clearly felt the Lord prompting a verse to my Spirit thiaad
previously read.

G! FEHAGKTFAAE YIy @gAfft | 0asensB barikhiwdl ndidgoSaaiy
unpurh & K BrBverbs 28:20

b2g> L) SIFasS dzy RS NEUNKYSRGd @ar k& &hen.glladm noD2 RQ A
condemning Christians who want to enter into such events. For me, God was saying
that if | entered such a program | wioube stepping outside the boundaries of His
call on my life.

Since 1988 the Lord has led me to live a life of faith, trusting Him 100% for my
finances and He has alwalisnouredthe following verse imy life as | claim it in
faith.

. dzii & ®&&SKingddm o Edi and His righteousness, and all these things shall
beaddR (2 &2dzpé¢ al iiKSé cYoo

Some people like to use th¢2 LISIYA S Y Fhiski2wheeabthe Bible just drops open
and your eyes fix on one verse that the Lord is speaking tahyough.

This is avery dangerousnethod and you must know it's definitely of the Lord (no forcing it
to happen). One person did this and the first verse his eyes saw 'Wasl Judas hanged
himself'and then the second verse wasD 2 | Y R R his fs defiBaly haét e vdice
of God as it conflicts the general counsel of God's Word. But, having said thataGadd
does use this method!

| know of one young lady who had trained to be a nurse but wanted to go inttimdl
Christian servicas a church worker. One day, as she was praying about this very matter,
Her Bible fell open and her eyes immediately fixed on one verse that seemed to jump out at
her.

G!' YR y2 YIy (GF18a GKAa K2y 2N G2 AbywSE DI od
Hebrews 5:4
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The Lord was telling her, through His Word, that it was noh@mour she could take upon
KSNBStET G2 0S | OKdzZNOK ¢g2NJ SN LG ¢l a y2aG D
nursing training and she did go on to be a nurse and was used by the Lord in that area to
ONAY 3 YIye LIS2L) S -page métiodd B2 NRORCE St W2 KISHNE =
her planned course of actianithe Lord sovereignly spoke in this way to her.

We have seen that God uses His Word, the Bible, to speak to us of His general and specific
will for us. The following two verses give an ide of how the Lord has spofen these
two ways in the past.

Geneal will
G¢KSYy GKS 1Ay3 ad22R o6& | LAETEFINI FYR YIRS |
and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes, with all his heart and
all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the
people took a stand for & O 2 @ S2Kings R318E

In this verse, we see the children of Israel covenanting with the Lord to keep His general
revealed wod (His commandments, testimonies and statutes).

Specific wil
GLY GKS FTANRG @SIFN 2F KAA&A NBAIYy LI 5FyAaAsSts
specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish
seventy yeas in the desolations of Jerusalem. Then | set my face toward the Lord God to
make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. And | prayed
to the LORD my God, and made confession, and said, "O Lord, great and awesome God, who
keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His
comma/ RYSY (1A dé-451 yASt dYH

Ly GKA&a LI aal3asS ¢S aSS I aLISOAFAO g2NR F2N
word. God had spoken ® NXK Svérd @at Israel would be in Babylonian captivity for only
seventy years. Daniel took this word seriously and went into warfaagegrto see it come
into being.

Notice that he did not just sit around sayirgD2 R a4 AR A G & A fafoundl I LILIS Y 3
and watch Him outwork i#l Indeed, this attitude is unscripturalVe see that the scriptural
response to receivingg W NJX&dflor the Lord is to take that word into serious prayer.
We will look into this principle a bit later in this chapter.

(i) Waiting on the Lord.
Through times of waiting in prayer and fasting (Daniel-®:3ve can hear and
2dz062N)] D2RQa ALISOATFTAO OFtf FT2N) dzao

Fasting is not a tool to twist God's arm to do something, but a way to more tightly
hold His hand to go wherHe gos and do what He doeRrayer must accompany it
or it is just dieting See Matthew 6:1€.8 for Jesus' teaching on fasting.

Often the Lord will tug at your spirit for a season of fasting (if you're not that
sensitive | suggest you fast more so you becanwe sensitive). It may be for a
specific issue you're praying about or just to get closer in your relationship with Him
(in which case, hearing Him more clearly will lead you more into His specific calling
on your life).

We don't know what we should really pray so it is wise not to come to God with a
shopping list of ajour prayers. The first step is to wait on God fas prayers!
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Ask Him to put His prayers in your heart so you may pray them in faith and see His
will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Luke 12)Xi.e. The prayers are already
waiting to be prayed in heaverwe need to seek what they are and pray them).

"Beware in your prayer, above everything, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but
also byfancying that you know what He can doAndrew Murray (18281917)

As you are waiting on the Lord He may answerrymayers in one of four ways, as
Bill Bright teaches. His four possible answers are:

OMO @eb2hdZQNB y 20 FalAy3a F2N GKS NAIKG GKAY!
OHO GY2nENBS y20G FalAy3ad +ad GKS NARIKG GAYS
o0 GRWRAzZONB y20 alAy3d sgA0K GKS NAIKG Ay

0 n v -@alledébove conditions are met and this is the prayer that He will answer.

Sometimes God answers our prayer, but not in the way we were expecting as the
following poem so aptly shows.

| ASKED FOR. . ..

| asked for strength and
God gave me difficulties to make me strong
| asked for wisdom and
God gave me problems to solve
| asked for prosperity and
God gave me brawn and brain to work
| asked for courage and
God gave me dangers to overcome
| asked for patience God placed me in
situations where | was forced to wait
| asked for love and
God gave me troubled people to help
| asked for favors and
God gave me opportunities
| received nothing | wanted
| received everything | needed
MY PRAYER HAS BEEN ANSWERED.
- Author Unknown

You will find that the Lord will only answer the prayers that are His will and are in line with
His big picture and also His specific calling on your life. They will be in line with His good
pleasure foryou and not your own pleasures.

G, 2dz | &1 ot keyeRe, BeBausg you ask amiss, that you may spend it on yo
LX SI ada2NBadé WFHYSE nYo

It must also be noted that sometimes the prayers He gives us cannot even be verbalized
and the Holy Spirit wilW 3 NEhtoygkus- see thisquote:

G2 S NIbat iehare@nergized by the Holy Spirit for prayer, we know what it is to pray
in the atmosphere and the presence of the Holy Spirit; but we do not so often realize that the
Holy Spirit himself prays in us with prayers that we cannot utte@$Swald Chabers
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Sometimes there will be a godly burden over a situation and we can feel the Spirit of God
within usW 3 N2 loyeh ity BhiQ will show us that part of our call involves this situation and
we must allow the Holy Spirit to continue this process lustbmething is birthed, a
fruitfulness is achieved, that will be seen in tangible form. One time | had this feeling of the
Spirit W3 NP | within/AeQwas concerning our home cell group that had dwindled in
numbers until no one was coming at all.

Everytime | prayed about it | could not verbalize anything, but felt the Holy Spirit groaning
and even grieving within me. | allowed this process to continue until there was a freedom
again to pray verbally with understanding.

When this freedom came thencbuld boldly ask for more people and even a new venue,
which soon wasl 6 A NFnK &l group quickly came into being after thad is doing
well to this day!

Als®®  WLINI & A y 3(i.eA pfaying KnSothdr talAgdkk) (g@atly helps to build ayr
ALIANRGE YR £SIFR dza Ay LN} @Ay3d FT2N) D2RQa LIS
understood by us is the most valuable because we can mentally agree with it and also
understand what God is going to do.

The best prayer to pray, to rdale  dzy RSNBR il YR 6KIG D2RQa gAff
prayer of inquiry LG Q& Ay LN} @Ay3d GKAA& LINFY &SN GKIFGO ¢S
certainly be answered with @& OE

So what is theprayer of inquir® It is simply praying something liké,[ 2 NR>X & KI G A
greatest thing | can pray right now? K| 0 ¢2dzf R |, 2 dzORBEDEINYE A RAK & K
faith and expectation that He will answer, that will cause us to pray2rR& a¢ taspkafy
His prayers.

When we receive what we should pray in our spirits, then we can pray for that as if we had
already received it, as God will surely give the answer.

King David knew the value of the prayer of inquiry a<a see in one of many examples:

Gb2¢ o &MifistingKheard that David had been anointed king over all Israel, all the
Philistines went up to search for David. And David heard of it and went out against them.
Then the Philistines went and made a raid on the Valley of Rephaim. And David iofuired
God, saying, "Shall | go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them into my hand?" And
the LORD said to him, "Go up, for | will deliver them into your hand. So they went up to Baal
Perazim, and David defeated them there. Then David said, "Gobfirbken through my
enemies by my hand like a breakthrough of water.” Therefore they called the name of that
place Baal Perazim. And when they left their gods there, David gave a commandment, and
they were burned with fire.

Then the Philistines once agamade a raid on the valley. Therefore David inquired again
of God, and God said to him, "You shall not go up after them; circle around them, and come
dzLI2y GKSY Ay FNRByYyO 2F GKS YdzZ 6 SNNE (GNBSaode
marching in the top of the mulberry trees, then you shall go out to battle, for God has gone
out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines."” So David did as God commanded him,
and they drove back the army of the Philistines from Gibeon as far as Gezer. Then the fame
2T 5F@AR ¢Syd 2dzi Ayid2 Ftt fFyRaz FyR1GKS [
Chronicles 14:87

This passage is interesting as it shows King David using the prayer of inquiry twice, in
similar circumstances, but getting a differesmtiswer and strategy each time. The first time
God instructed David to lead his men in battle against the Philistines which they did to
victorious results.
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However, the second time they were not to attack straight away, but circle around them
as God wassending His heavenly troops against the Philistines. Because David had a
listening ear and an obedient heart, God led His people into victory that day. If he had
attacked the second time like he did at first then the Philistines would surely have
conquereds I A RQA | NXYASaH
Try waking up and praying,[ 2 NRH 2 Kl Aa GKS 3INBIFGSad LINT
and wait for Him to whisper the prayer into your heart. During the day, inquire of the Lord
inallyoudon { K2dzf R L R2 (KA&Z [AEBNKRKEK od 182 g K2kd2f d& R |
Above all prayer is abolistening- we have seen that we must not presume how to pray.
We must inquire of Him what we should pray. This means waiting on Hiratém lto His
still, small voice.
Read through the ftdwing verses on waiting on The Lord that use one of fodemiht
Hebrew words fotl g I. A (i Q
1 duwmiyah(doo-me-yaw); Stillness; adverbially, silently; abstractly quiet, trust:
This Hebrew meaning is more to do with the still, peaceful and trusting quality
2yS0Qa KSIENIL (2¢1 NRa (GKS D2R 2F 2dzNJ al t @l
The following verse uses this particular Hebrew word:
"Truly my soul silentlyaits for God; from Him comesysalvation."Psalm 62:1
1 damam(dawman)
The Hebrew meaning here is to wait in Gof#lgr, not daring to question His word
but having great expectancy in Him.
The following verse uses this particular Hebrew word:
"My soul,wait silently for God alone, for my expation is from Him".Psalm 62:5
1 chakah(khawkaw)
The Hebrew meanindpere is more one of cleaving or sticking to the Lord and
trusting in His word.
The following verse uses this particular Hebrew word:
"Our soulaits for the LORD; he is our help ang shield.” Psalm 33:20
1 qavah(kawvaw’)
The Hebrew meaningere is the most interesting. Our waiting on the Lord is as if we
FNBE o6SAy3 (6AailSRcHis/mil2As D iR én thk Rordawe aréi NI vy R
I OGdzZl tt& 0SO2YAy3a | LINI 2F D2RQa SYONRAR
His big picture.
The following verses uses this particular Hebrew word:
"Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; on You |
wait all the day."Psalm 25:5
& 2 I oh the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your eyt
say, o the LORD!"Psalm 27:14
"l waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined to me, bedrd my cry." Psalm
40:1
"l wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in Hisdr@io hope."Psalm 130:5
"But those who wait on the LORD shall rerteeir strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walknand
faint." Isaiah 40:31

Readthe following quotes on prayer:
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"You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but you cannot dothemeoray until
you have prayed.”A.J. Gordon

"If we are serious about being spiritual revolutionaries, we must determine to learn how to
pray! There are many excellent books on the subject, but there is no substitute for getting on
our knees and stéing to pray. Samuel Chadwick said, 'The one concern of the devil is to
keep the saints from prayer. He fears nothing from prayerless studies, prayerless work,
prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trewbles we pray.”
- George Verwer

lfwereallyg I yi (G2 KSIFNID2RQa OFrftAy3d S ySSR G2 :
in our personal prayer.

(b) @rporatecK S NA y 3 D2 RX)Aa ad s S&A fLISN&HS Wl a D2RQ (72

(i) Godly Counsel
GC2NJ 6@ HAa&S O2dzyasSt @&2dz gAfft ol 3IS &2 dzNJ
thereAd al FSdedé t NP@OSNba HnYc
CKA&a A& (KS4hémaQwdiddsyfram edpgefecad, godly counsel and
should be in the form ofprinciplesnot pronouncements (i.e. Not legalisticthou
shalts', but principles by which the person being counseled may decide for
themselves what course to take).
Remember that you may even get wrong advice from the right, gamliyce.
G¢KSY Dbl O0KFy &l A 8lthatads inlyduShedrt Afof ASLORMDILWIth R 2
you. But it happened that night that the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying,
"Go and tell My servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: "Would you build a house for Me
todwSttf AYKbés { | YdzSE T Yo
Nathan, he godly prophet, firstly advised David to do all that was in his heart (i.e.
build a house for God). If he had not later come to withdraw that advice David would
KIS Y2@0SR 2dziaARS GKS gAff 2F D2R 2y | 3
You are ultimately responsmlfor knowing God's call upon your life. Remember
that all advice given must agree with the general counsel of God's word. Never
blindly accept counsel, pray through it and seek the Lord to confirm it.

(i) Godly Ministry¢! Y2 Ay 4GSR LINBIF OKAy3 FyR GSIOKAy3a FN

oAnd though the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet
your teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore, but your eyes shall see your
teachers.Your ears shaliear a word behind you, saying, ¢ Askh& way, walk in it,"
whenever you turn to the right hand or whenever you turnhle lefta L a I A -K o n Y H
21

"Know how to listen, and you will profit even from those who talk bagBtutarch

The Lord often spda specifically to us through His anointed servants as they
minister. It may be a verse, a phrase or a point they speak out that the Lord
highlights to your spirit and makes it relevant to you.

| remember one season of time where God was speakingegahbout going into
missions. In every church service and Christian meeting | went to, for almost a
month, the speaker was sharing on the same passage of scripture (about Abraham
going to a foreign land in Genesis chapter 12).
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It was obviously arrangedy God and | got the messaged invitation loud and
clear.

(iii) The Spiritual Gifts.
D2RQ& aLISOAFTAO ¢g2NR (2 dza YIF& 02YS UGKNRdz
Spirit. It comes particularly through the gifts of Word of Knowledge, Word of
Wisdom andProphecy.

The Word of Wisdom is a portion of wise counsel or direction the Lord
supernaturally deposits into a believer to speak or act out at a particular time,
dzadzl f @ G2 KStLI a2YS2yS Y2 @SinHaylingh aD2 RQA
Word of Knavledge, which is a supernatural deposit of knowledge about someone
or a situation.

| can remember one time when | was on a mission trip in Sabah, East Malaysia. We
were having a break from ministry and enjoying a swim in a beautifully located
swimming ol.

During the time away from Singapore | was reflecting over a relationship | had with
a Singaporean girl that had lasted almost a year. There was a bit of unease about the
NBflFGA2YyaKALI Ay Y& KSINI YR L 6Fa& LN} @AY

As | was in the midst of doing a few laps of the pool, one of the CHeeclers
from England, actually a respectpdophetwaded straight up to me. He put himself
right in front of me so | could not continue swimming and he simply looked me
straight n the eyes and said¥he relationship you are in now is the wrong one, get
2dzi 2F AGHQ

As you can imagine, | was quite taken aback by this but, because of the way it
came, | had no doubt that it was from God. The Lord had given this leader a Word of
Krmowledge (he knew nothing at all about my relationship) and then the Word of
Wisdom (how to deliver the message).

As a result, | broke off the relationship on returning to Singapore. Herdolaurs
were then revealed as she yelled and screamed in tleeswhen | announced our
break up! | believe that, if | had continued in this relationship, | would have been
INBFGfte RA&ZGNI OGSR FTNRY D2RQ&a OFff 2y Yeé

My calling was preserved because of a Prophet in a swimming pool!

The Lord can also spegkophetic utterances through others concerning your
calling.

These words of prophecy shoutwnfirm what He is already saying. If the word
comes as something very new (e.g. You are to go as a missionary to Mongolia) which
you have not been feeling, takeinto serious prayer but don't just take it straight
away as from Godtest it first (pray through it asking God to confirm it further).

The three stepé dealing with prophecies are:

CANRGfEX R2y Qi RSALAAS LINRPLIKSOe&H

G52 vy 2 LINESLEAK SThaSSalodians 5:20

Treat all prophesies seriously and never cast them out until you have done the next
step.

Secondly, test the prophecy.
GeSad Fff GKAYAAROKZUMRKS & AKHT ALY AAapAuMm
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Seven tests you can use arefalows (these will be expouradl on more fully in
volume two):
1. Agrees with Scripture? (Galatians 1:8)
2.CNYzA 1a Ay t SNER2WYOa fATFTSK 0
3.¢NF O1 NBO2NR Ay LISNBR2YQa f
4. Glorifies Christ? (John 16:13; Rev 19:10)
5. Leads towards God? (Deuteronomy 13)1
6. Brings Liberty? (1 Corinthians 14:3; Romans 8:15)
7. Inner Witness? (1 John 2:20,27; Ephesians-19)7
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Thirdly, if it is from the Lorgbray it through until fruition.

Prophecies should NEVER be just lefttioe shelf. God's way (as revealed in the
Word) is to seriously test the word first and if it is from God then you should
seriously pray it through until completion, as Daniel did with the word from Jeremiah
(see Daniel 9:2) and as Pawxhorted Timothy

G¢KAa OKFNHS L O2YYAlG (2 e2dzz azy ¢AY2Q(HF
YIRS O2yOSNYyAy3a e2dzz (KIG o6& GKSmothg 2dz Yl
1:18

Paul charged Timothy to wage warfare with the prophecies spoken over him. This
isOSNIiFAyfe y20 | LI aargdsS aowydSos LODRA ¥FRA
KFELIISY> a2 LQftf airAdag oFO1 2y Yeé flFdz2NBta |y

CKSNBE Yl & 0S aSlazya oKSNB &2dz R2y Qi NBO
then times whdB LINRP LIKSOAS&a R2y QG asSSy G2 aidz2Ll
School | did not have a single prophecy spoken over my life. However, whilst in the
second year of Bible School, suddenly the prophetic gates opened and prophecies
marchedout regularly!

Onreceiving these prophecies | wrote them down and then went into prayer over
them and even serious research (especially those that were based on specific
LJ a4l 3S&a 2F {ONALIIdzZNBO® alye 2F GKSY LQY
witnessing theioutworking before my very eyes.

LG Ydzad Fftaz2z o6S y20SR GKFG D2R Yl @& dza$sS
which they are totally unaware. What they say may not be due to a spiritual gift
operating, but the words are a word from God to you. Hananbne Scriptural
example of this.

Gl FyFryA 2yS 2F Y& OoONBIKNBY OFYS 6AGK Y
concerning the Jews who had escaped, who had survived the captivity, and
concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, "The survivors who are leftifeom
captivity in the province are there in great distress and reproach. The wall of
Jerusalem is also broken down, and its gates are burned with fire." So it was, when |
heard these words, that | sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; | was
fastingk Y R LN} @ Ay 3 0S T2 MBhenigh$&2D2R 2F KSI @Sy o¢

The above example of this is when Nehemiah's friend comes with a report about
Jerusalem being torn downthis news report has a profound effect on Nehemiah
and is in a sense a call to Nehemialetentually go and fulfill his calling (rebuilding
the walls of Jerusalem).

| can think of one modern day example of this. There is a couple from England, who
are good friends of our family, who are now serving as missionariéanmbodia.
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Both of than first really felt there was a calling to Cambodia on their lives as they
watched a news report about Cambodia on television. They both broke down crying
on seeing this report and the news they heard was like an invitation for them to go
to Cambodia anddapart of the restoration there.

It was more than just a feeling of pity that they had; it was a-@odiced emotion
that compelled them into @dly action concerning Cambodia

(c) Supernatural

() The Audible Voice of God.

This is very rare butoes still happen today. It is purely up to God to decide if He will

speak this way (no matter how holy the person is). Don't seek this form of guidance

as it could lead to you hearing other voices! Seek the Lord and if He will speak this

way, so be it.
Examples of this are found in 1 Samuel-Bd]l Acts 9:17 and John 12:230. In

these passages those who heard the audible voice of God were Samuel, Saul (to

0S02YS tldzZ v YR (K2asS ¢gAlGySaaiy3ad wWSadzaQ
Ineachcaseitwas & | LIA@20Ft LRAYyOG Ay (GKS KA&G?2

dramatic form of communication was needed.

TKA&a O2yOfdzRS& 2dzNJ £ 221 i K2¢g 6S aSS | yF
ways. In the next chapter we will explore further how we teshat we actually do
see and hear to tell if it really is from God.

Do You Get The Picture?

Time to reflect:

§ 52 &82dz YSSO GKS O2yRAGAZ2Yya FT2NJ KSIFNAy3a D2

1 Are you inclining your edo His voice or are there other voices you are listgnio
more?

1 Are your spiritual ears pierced and circumcised so that you hear Him and are
obedient to do whatever He says?

1 Are your spiritual ears blocked by trusting in your own strength, not exercising your
spiritual senses, ignoring His promptings, itchto hear unbalanced teachings or not
being in the right place to hear?

Pause to pray for the Lord to unblock your ears (repenting where you need to) and that
you will have covenant hearing.

Write down any rhema words you have received from the BiMeilst waiting on the
Lord in prayer, or from godly ministers that relate to your calling. What do these things
AK2g e2dz O2yOSNYyAy3a &2dzNJ ft AFSQa OFffAy3aK
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Chapter Seven

Testing What We See and Hear

lfglrea dSad oKIG 220R2RBDIASEINRD 2N KSI NR

to him disguised as a pilgrim. Supposedly, Jesus instructed him to take a letter to the

king of France.

This poor, misguided boy told everyone he satwout what he thought he had
encountered. Before long he had gathered a large following of more than thirty thousand
children who accompanied him on his pilgrimage.

As Philip Schaff records it, when asked where they were going, they replied, "We go to
God, and seek for the holy cross beyond the sea.” They reached Marseilles, but the waves
did not part and let them go tlmugh dryshod as they expected.

It was at Marseilles that tragedy occurred. The children met two men, Hugo Ferreus and
William PorcusThe men claimed to be so impressed with the calling of the children that
they offered to transport them across the Mediterranean in seven ships without charge.
What the children didn't know was that the two men were slave traders.

The children boardethe ships and the journey began, but instead of setting sail for the
Holy Land they set course for North Africa, "where they were sold as slaves in the Muslim
markets that did a large business in the buying and selling of human being.

Few if any retured. Nane ever reached the Holy Landwo cunning men enjoyed
enormous financial profits simply because they were willing to sacrifice the lives of
thousands of children.

I n 1212 a French shepherd boy by the name of Steven claimed that Jesus had appeared
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