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Introduction – What is Prophecy Today?

a. Jesus spoke of Prophets who would come after
Him (Matthew 23:34)

2. Prophecy is for Today.

b. The ministry of the Prophet continues in the early
Church (Acts 11:28; 13:1; 15:32; 21:9).
c. Prophecy was a common occurrence in the first
churches that started at Pentecost (Acts 2:16-17)
and was seen as a gift of the spirit (Romans 12:6;
1 Corinthians 12:10).
d. There is no real reason to think prophecy will
cease until Christ returns (1 Corinthians 13:8-10).
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3. Differences between Old
and
New
Testament
Prophecy
b. OT Prophets re-enforced the Old Covenant before King and
a. An OT Prophet who was proved wrong was put to death
(Deuteronomy 18:20) but NT prophecy, though it must be
judged, has no such penalty.

Country and pointed to the coming Messiah. NT Prophets
re-enforce the New Covenant in the light of Christ’s ministry
(Heb 1:1-2).
c. OT prophecy contained more judgment, NT Prophecy
contains mostly comfort and edification (1 Cor 14:3)
d. OT Prophecy is part of the inerrant Word of God whereas
NT prophecy is not on the same level and is an elaboration
of the Word but is not the inerrant Word itself.
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He Correctly Predicted the Famine
4. The Example
of Agabus –
“One Famine.
of them, named Agabus,
Predicts
stood up and through the Spirit
predicted that a severe famine
would spread over the entire
Roman world. (This happened
during the reign of Claudius.)
The disciples, each according
to his ability, decided to provide
help for the brothers living in
Judea.”
Acts 11:28-29
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He Predicts Paul’s Capture in Jerusalem (cf. Acts 20:22-23)
“After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named
Agabus came down from Judea. Coming over to us, he took
Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The
Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind
the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.‘
“ When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with
Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, "Why
are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only
to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the
Lord Jesus." When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up
and said, "The Lord's will be done."
Acts 21:10-14

4. The Example of Agabus –
Predicts Paul’s Capture.
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What actually happened.

4. The Example of Agabus –
“The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from
What
happened?
all directions. Seizing
Paul, they
dragged him from the temple,
and immediately the gates were shut. While they were trying to
kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman troops that
the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. He at once took
some officers and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When
the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they stopped
beating Paul. The commander came up and arrested him and
ordered him to be bound with two chains. Then he asked who
he was and what he had done.”
Acts 21:30-33

Introduction – What is Prophecy Today?

a. Don’t despise prophecy but test it (1 Thess 5:20-21)
b. Prophets can foretell.
c. Simple prophecy is usually forth-telling
d. Can be for individual or group.
e. Most prophecy is for comfort and edification (1 Cor 14:3)
f. Will usually confirm what God is already saying.
g. Can be misinterpreted by people.
h. Some minor details may be wrong.
i. No more than 3 in one meeting (1 Cor 14:27)

5. Principles for Today.

Lesson One – The Gift of
Prophec\y.
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Prophecy is a gift for today (1 Corinthians
1. the
A Gift
forisToday.
12:6-11) and
prophet
a office gift for
today (Ephesians 4:11). Last week we saw
that these functions continue and have
not ceased.
Not all are prophets but all can prophesy.
The requirement is Spirit Baptism (Acts
19:6).
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Manifestational
1.Office
A Gift forMotivational
Today – In
three
(Prophet)
Ministry
Gift
Ephesians 4:11 Categories.
Romans 12:6
1 Corinthians 12:10
This is a
recognized
church office.

This is a prophetic
This is the
ministry such as
congregational gift
intercessor or
of prophecy that
worship team
any Christian can
member.
move in as the Lord
wills.
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It is important
remember
that prophecy
1. Ato Gift
for Today
– is a
gift; it cannot be earned and is not deserved. It
Undeserved.
is not dependent
on the goodness of the
individual but on the needs of the body.
“Prophecy is a supernatural utterance in a known
language. That is, speaking to people on behalf of God
by the inspiration and empowerment of the Holy Spirit,
to encourage, strengthen and embolden a person and
for the edification, exhortation and comfort of the
Church.” W.R.Jones (Pentecostal Doctrine)
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“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that
you may prophesy. For he who speaks in a tongue does not
speak to men but to God, for no one understands him;
however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who
prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort
to men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he
who prophesies edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with
tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who
prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues,
unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive
edification.”
1 Corinthians 14:1-5 (NKJV)

2. The Greatest Gift.

Lesson One – The Gift of Prophecy

Prophecy is greatest as it brings edification to the Church.
Indeed, this should be the main test of true prophecy…

2. The Greatest Gift - Tests of
Prophecy.
Tests for Prophecy
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Does it glorify Christ?
Does it edify the body of Christ?
Is it in accordance with the Scriptures? (2 Pet. 3:16).
Is the prophecy given in the spirit of love?
Is Jesus lord of the speaker’s life? (Matt. 7:15-20).
Does the speaker submit to the church leaders? (Acts 20:29-30).
Does the speaker allow others to judge the prophecy? (1 Cor. 14:29).
Is the speaker in control of himself when speaking? (1 Cor. 12:2).
Is there a confirmation in the spirits of those weighing the prophecy?
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“But he who prophesies speaks edification and
exhortation and comfort to men.” – threefold purpose.

3. The Purpose of Prophecy.
i. Building Up (edify)
ii. Stirring Up (exhort)
iii. Cheering Up (comfort)

Sometimes the above threefold process comes through
prophecy as praise, worship and prayer (1 Chronicles
25:1; Ephesians 5:19; Revelation 19:10).

Lesson Two – The Nature of
Prophecy.
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The Fundamental Qualities and essential
character of Prophecy may be described as:

1. The Essential Nature of
Prophecy.
The Grace and Love of God as displayed by

obedient utterance of the revealed word by a
person, empowered by the Holy Spirit, that will
encourage, edify, comfort or exhort the church
or will bring a revelation of God or the conviction
of sin to the unbeliever.

Hence, it is BY GRACE and THROUGH FAITH
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1. The Essential Nature of
Prophecy – Grace and Faith in
Balance.

For effective prophecy there must be a proper
balance between GRACE and FAITH:

Lesson Two – The Nature of Prophecy

“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone
who is among you, not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has
dealt to each one a measure of faith. For as we have many
members in one body, but all the members do not have
the same function, so we, being many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members of one another. Having
then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to
us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in
proportion to our faith.”
Romans 12:3-6 (NKJV)

2. The Essential Nature of
Prophetic People.

Lesson Two – The Nature of Prophecy

As prophetic people we too need a proper balance
between GRACE and FAITH:

2. The Essential Nature of
People.…to think
I say..through theProphetic
grace
given to me…
not to think of himself
more highly than he
ought to think…
individually members of
one another….
Having then
gifts differing
according to the
grace that is given
to us…

soberly, as God
has dealt to each
one a measure of
faith…
let us prophesy
in proportion to
our faith.
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As prophetic people we too need a proper balance
between GRACE and FAITH:

2. The Essential Nature of
Prophetic People.

“..speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into
Him who is the head—Christ.” Ephesians 4:15 NKJV

Lesson Two – The Nature of Prophecy

“Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us “

a.
Grace.
i.
Humility.
UNDESERVED
FAVOUR

i. Humility

“not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think”

Example: Moses
• A Great Prophet (Acts 7:37).
• Very humble man (Numbers 12:3).
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Example of Moses’ Life.
40 Years Becoming 40 Years Becoming 40 Years God uses
Someone
Nobody
the nobody
Then Moses came
Then Egypt came Then Moses brings
out of Egypt
out of Moses
people out of Egypt
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“Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us “

ii. Submission.
ii. Submission

“..members of one another.”

"Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep
watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey
them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that
would be of no advantage to you." Hebrews 13:17
Example: For a wife to be a prophetic picture of
the Church she must show forth submission to
the husband (Ephesians 5: 23-24).
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“….as God has dealt to each one a
measure of faith…. let us prophesy
in proportion to our faith.”

b. Faith. i.Honesty.

BASED ON
WORD OF GOD

i. Honesty

“to think soberly…”

Samuel Johnson said, "Knowledge without integrity is
dangerous and dreadful".
It is important in prophecy that we are true to what we
hear and that we do not embellish or diminish what
God is revealing to us.
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BASED ON
WORD OF GOD

“….as God has dealt to each one a
measure of faith…. let us prophesy
in proportion to our faith.”

ii. Soundness.

ii. Soundness (in doctrine)

“to think soberly…”

The bible is the infallible word of God, whereas the words
of humans in post Pentecost societies are fallible. This is
why it is important to weigh all things against scripture and
this is the responsibility of every Christian. Blind
obedience, while seemingly spiritual, is dangerous and
damaging.

Lesson Two – The Nature of Prophecy

3. Summary.

Lesson Three – 5 Cannels of
Prophecy.
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“God, who at various times and in various
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us
by His Son.” Hebrews 1:1-2

1. 5 Levels and 5 Channels.
The Five Levels of Prophecy:
i. For yourself.
ii. For another individual.
iii. For a particular group.
iv. For the whole church.
v. For the nation/s
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“God, who at various times and in various
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us
by His Son.” Hebrews 1:1-2

1. 5 Levels and 5 Channels.
The Five Channels of Prophecy:
i. The Office of Prophet.
ii. The Motivational Gift of Prophecy.
iii. The Prophetic Leadership.
iv. Prophetic Teaching and Preaching.
v. The Spirit of Prophecy
Adapted from Chapter 5 of “Prophets and Personal Prophecy – God’s Prophetic Voice Today by Dr..Bill Hamon
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More complex,
directive and
predictive

Levels of Faith.
More basic,
general and
simple
encouragement
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of Faith
(Level of
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Office of
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Gift of
Prophecy

Manifestation
Gift of
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2. A Look at Each of the 5
i. The Office of Prophet.
(1 Corinthians
12:28; Acts 13:1)i. The Office of
Channels.
a. One with Christ’s prophetic
mantle (Eph 4:10-11)
Prophet.
b.
c.
d.
e.

A foundational gift in the Church (Eph 2:20)
Speak with greater prophetic authority than others.
Prophecies are often directional and/or foretelling.
May get some details wrong but will generally
approve themselves through correct prophecies and
approved character (Matt 7:15-20).
f. Being a Prophet is their main occupation!
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ii. The Motivational Gift of Prophecy.

ii. The Motivational Gift of
Prophecy.
a. This is not the office
of a Prophet but may develop
(Romans 12:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:20)

into that.
b. Worship leaders and Intercessors move in this
anointing.
c. Words will not be so strong or direct as a Prophet
and will mostly be forth-telling.
d. Will usually not be their main occupation but a main
emphasis in their ministry.
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iii. The Prophetic Leadership.
(1 Timothy 1:18; 1 Timothy 4:14; Acts 13:1-3)

iii. The Prophetic Leadership.

The leaders of the Church can lay hands on
individuals (Heb 6:2) for:

a. Prophetic revelation and confirmation of those
called to leadership ministry in the church.
b. Ordination to the fivefold ministry.
c. Confirming and activating membership ministries.
d. Progress in Christian maturity.
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iv. Prophetic Preaching and Teaching.

iv. Prophetic Preaching and
Teaching.

(1 Peter 4:11)

a. Any one of the fivefold ministry may at times enter
into prophetic ministry as they preach or teach.
b. Speaker’s words and illustrations are exactly what
God wants to say to the people (or a person) present
in that place at that time (“now” word).
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v. The Spirit of Prophecy.
“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Revelation 19:10

v. The Spirit of Prophecy.

This takes place at times of special anointing in a service or
times of great individual anointing when there is:

a. A mighty prophetic presence (1 Kings 8:11-12)
b. A company of prophets or an anointed prophet (Num 11:2430; 1 Sam 10:10)
c. A challenge by the minister to release the spirit of prophecy.
Can come forth as a spoken prophecy of the song of the Lord
(Col 3:16; Heb 2:12; Zeph 3:17; Ps 33:3).
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Let us recognize these different channels of
prophecy, not despise them but test them and
seek and pray for a more powerful expression
of each in our lives and in the church.

3. Conclusion.

The Five Channels of Prophecy:
i. The Office of Prophet.
ii. The Motivational Gift of Prophecy.
iii. The Prophetic Leadership.
iv. Prophetic Teaching and Preaching.
v. The Spirit of Prophecy

