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Building Prayer Altars
Outline and Purpose

Outline

Session 1: Why Prayer Altars?

Session 2: What are Prayer Altars?
Session 3: Prayer Altar Strategy.
Session 4: Pushing Back the Darkness.
Session 5: Ushering in God’s Presence.
Session 6: The Altar Lifestyle.

Purpose
The purpose of this booklet is:

1. Toshow the Biblical basis of Personal Prayer Altars and how they
differ from ordinary prayer times.

2. To outline the importance and power of Personal Prayer Altars
and how they fitinto God’s strategy of pushing back the Kingdom
of Darkness and ushering in the Kingdom of Light.

3. To show that the Personal Prayer Altar is a lifestyle and not just

a time and place.

4. To reveal how the Personal Prayer Altar transforms people and

places.

5. To give practical help and understanding on how to live the

Prayer Altar lifestyle.
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Session 1: Why Prayer Altars?

Because they are BEST:

1.1. Prayer Altars Are B (402x in OT, 23x in NT.

Means “Place of slaughter”)

Point 1: Garden of Eden — First Temple (Gen 3:24)

Point 2: Altars of Godly Line — Simple stone altar.
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Point 3: Moses’ Tabernacle (Ex 25:8; Lev 9:23-24).

Point 4: The Temple of Solomon (2 Chron 7:1).

Point 5: The Second Temple (Haggai 2:3).
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Point 6: Jesus and the Cross (John 2:20-21; Heb 9:24).

Point 7: Believers as Temple of Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19).

1.1.2. Why is it relevant now?
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1.1.3. Now the Altaris the C (Hebrews 13:10) which we
are to apply to the Altar of our hearts daily (Luke 9:23).

1.1.4. At the altar we offer S
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OT Sacrifice New Testament Fulfilment

Burnt “...present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,

Offering acceptable to God..” Romans 12:1

(Lev 1)

Grain “..received ...the things sent from you, a sweet-

Offering smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well

(Lev 2) pleasing to God.” Philippians 4:18

Fellowship “..offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the

Offering fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”

(Lev 3) Hebrews 13:15

Sin Offering | “..redeemed.. with the precious blood of Christ, as

(Lev 4) of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 1
Peter 1:18-19

Guilt “.bring your gift to the altar, and there remember

Offering that your brother has something against you..be

(Lev 5) reconciled” Matt 5:23-24

1.2. Prayer Altars are E

1.2.1. Simple but not e

1.2.2. Engages us in drawing God’s p

1.2.3. Engages usin deepr

1.2.4. Engages us in spiritual warfare and i for His
Kingdom.

1.2.5. Time flies by and brings e




Building Prayer Altars

1.3.

1.3.1.

1.3.2.

1.3.3.

1.3.4.

1.3.5.

1.4.

1.4.1.

Prayer Altars are S

Brings all elements together under God’s big p
(mends our net).

All Prayer Altars part of a united n

This network’s purpose is to push back the d
and possess people and places.

Forms spiritual g through which heaven comes
to earth, His Kingdom come His will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.

Entering His d

Prayer Altars are T

Transforms L
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1.4.2. Transforms L (family, church, society).

1.4.3. The type of Prayer Altar will determine the type of
t :

- Types of Prayer Altars 2

PERSONAL ALTAR FAMILY ALTAR v } CORPORATE ALTAR

/ /v “wrch altar etc..)
, L g?g ‘
O Wy

MARKETPLACE ALTAR REGIONAL and NATIONAL ALTAR
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1.5. How does a Prayer Altar differ from a Prayer Meeting?

- Prayer Altars Prayer Meetings

Focus

Agenda

Activity

What to expect?
Time needed

Attitude needed

DISCUSSION TIME: How is your own Prayer Altar? Imagine it in vision
form —is it non-existent, scatted, broken, half-built, wrongly built? What
must you do to make it effective?
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Session 2: What are Prayer Altars?

First description of the Altar:

“An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it
your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen.
In every place where | record My name | will come to you, and | will bless
you. 25 And if you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of
hewn stone; for if you use your tool on it, you have profaned it. 26 Nor
shall you go up by steps to My altar, that your nakedness may not be
exposed on it.”” Exodus 20:24-26 (NKJV)

2.0.1. Altar of e

2.0.2. Not h stones.

2.0.3. Nos to expose flesh.
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2.0.4. Altar is a physical and spiritual place:

2. Physical: e.g. 3 times a day (Daniel 6:10, Matthew 6:6).

3. Spiritual (a 24/7 lifestyle) (Hebrews 13:16-17).

The Prayer Altar is place of:

21. A (Gen 12:7; James 2:23).

22. L (Gen 4:3-5, Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 12:1).

12
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23. T (2 Chron 7:14, 1 John 1:9; Galatians 6:2).
24. A (Amos 3:3; Matt 6:33; Psalm 50:5).
25. R (Lev 6:13; 2 Chron 7:1; Acts 2:3).
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26. S G (Gen 28:12,17; Jn 1:51; Amos
9:11-12).

ADORING - Intimate communion.
LISTENING — Hearing His Word.
TURNING — Sacrifice & Repentance.
AGREEING — Covenanting.
REVIVING — Constant Fire.
SPIRITUAL GATEWAY — Possessing.

PRAYER TIME: Take a time for consecration and repentance for not
having as effective Personal Prayer Altars as you should. Which of the
above elements are missing from your own prayer altar? Ask Lord to
show areas to repent of and go into a time of deep repentance.
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Session 3: Prayer Altar Strategy.

3.0. The Example of Abraham, father of our f (Rom 4:16).

3.1. Principle One: Abraham Built Altars in the Context of Loving
Obedience to God (Genesis 12:4,6-9; Romans 10:17; James 2:23;
John 14:15).

3.2. Principle Two: Altars are all about Possession of Lives and Land!
(Genesis 13:1-7).

3.2.1. The enemiesp the land and the possessions that
possessed them caused problems and there had to be a
separation (2 Cor 6:17).

15
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3.2.2. The more God possesses us in our ¢ to Him
at the Prayer Altar the more he gives us of the land to possess.
This is all part of the Prayer Altar strategy.

3.2.3. Level of sacrifice =

3.3.  Principle Three: Altars must be built in the right order and be
covering the land.

3.3.1. Altars must be built in the proper o

] Genesis 12:6
/ ca“ " | Shechem = Place of
=4 ' Burdens (Shoulders)
PERSONAL ALTAR l Moreh = Early Rains

" CHURCH & FAMILY
ALTAR

ALTARIN soc"gry Genesis 12:8;13:3
Bethel = House of God

Ai = Ruin
Genesis 13:18
Hebron = Seat of Society
Mamre = Strength
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What is the order and what does this tell us?

3.3.2. Mustc the whole land God gives (Gen 13:17).

3.4. Principle Four: Altars must be maintained individually &
through the generations.

What happens if we neglect the altar? Look at the example of Lot:

3.4.1. Compromised (Gen 14:12; Gal 4:9):

17
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3.4.2. Critical (Gen 19:9; Peter 2:7-8):

3.4.3. Crushed (Gen 19:9; 2 Cor 4:7-8):

3.4.4. Contaminated (Gen 19:8; 2 Pet 2:20):

18
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3.4.5. Crippled (Gen 19:14; 1 Cor 4:20):

3.4.6. Castaway (Gen 19:26-38; 1 Cor3:15):

“We must remain aware that what we do not destroy will destroy us.
What we allow to stay will fight against us. What we do not overcome
will overcome us”. Prayer Altars p.221

3.5. Abraham meanwhile was living the holy altar |

19
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3.6. Abraham’s Prayer Altar had far reaching impact even down
through his g , beyond his own lifetime.
(Genesis 26:25; 28:10-22; 33:18-20; 35:1; Gen 35:27).

DISCUSSION: What's the cost of neglecting your personal prayer altar?
Discuss and give examples. What’s your strategy for building an
effective Personal Prayer Altar? Discuss.

20
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Session 4: Pushing Back the Darkness. \

“Darkness is the spiritual force that comes when people reject the will of
God. It gives legal authority to the devil to influence our lives
negatively....” Prayer Altars p.62

4.1. Three Types of Darkness:

4.1.1. P Darkness.

4.1.2. S Darkness.

21
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413 T Darkness.
4.2. TheB of Power.
Which Altaris s will determine the spiritual atmosphere.

Unholy Altars

NG Rl [o AN alelele Bl 12. Need holy priesthood.
Connection with evil 13. Connection with Holy
spirits. Spirit.
Offers false sacrifices 14. Offers sacrifices of love
and devotion. and devotion.
False worship. 15. True worship.
Inviting and invoking 16. Invites His presence for
spirits to come and live God to come and dwell
in their midst. in our midst.
. Surrenders will. 17.Surrender of our will.
.Form unholy covenant 18. Renews and reinforces
with spirits. our covenant with God.
INEEL IR o No [NTo il eMl 19. Leads to consecration
unholy living. and holy living.
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4.2.1. Reclaiming the seven m

4.2.2. HOLY ALTAR: Holy Priests, brings in the Kingdom of L
(1 Peter 2:9-10; Col 1:13-14).

4.2.3. UNHOLY ALTAR: Unholy Priests, brings in the Kingdom of
D (Eph 2:2).

23
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424. D brings darkness — Altar to the devil,
Father of Lies (John 8:44; 1 john 1:6).

425. O brings light — Altar to God, Father of
Truth (John 14:6; 1 John 1:7).

4.2.6. What must we do? (1 Thessalonians 5:4-8; Isa 60:2; Eph 5:14).

24
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4.3. Principles of C

and D

4.3.1. How does a land become cleansed? See Isaiah 51:1.

4.3.2. Abraham’s personal darkness was cleansed.

Separated from:

Abraham

Joshua 24:2-3

Us

1 Thessalonians 1:9

Genesis 12:1

Matthew 10:37

Genesis 13:6-13

1 Corinthians 15:33

Genesis 14:17-24

1 Timothy 6:10-11

Genesis 15:6 Mark 9:24
Genesis 16:2 Luke 22:42
Genesis 17:24 Romans 2:29

Genesis 22

Hebrews 11:17
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This is a pattern for us:

4.3.3. What you do not overcome will o you. If we
don’t take the land by force, we will be taken by force!

PRAYER TIME: Pray against personal darkness in your own life. Ask
others to pray for you.

26
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Session 5: Ushering in the Presence of God.

5.1. HisP is at the Prayer Altar.

“The essence of a Prayer Altar is to come into God’s Presence.” Prayer
Altars pg.105

5.1.1. In His presence is t , blessing, destiny
and authority (Psalm 16:11).

5.1.2. At the altar is to come back to the G of Eden
(Gen 1:29-28).

We were made to live in God’s p

27
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How does Adam name the animals? (Gen 2:19-20)

5.1.3. Away from the altar leads to broken c and
leaving the Garden of Eden (Gen 3:1-13).

5.1.4. Communion is restored through C (Matt 27:51-54;
Heb 4:16).
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5.1.5. The Prayer Altar brings us from our c to our
position in Christ:

OUR P[f’@y@f | OUR
CONDITION Altar POSITION

Far From God w
\
¢ ]

Closed Heaven
B

Stand before God
Open Heaven

All authority
Heavenly realm
His Kingdom

No authority
Earthly realm ™ i
My Kingdom .

Faith/Repentance

5.2. Facts about the Lord’s Presence.

5.2.1. God desirestod among men. Our task is to invite
Him in (Exodus 25:8).

29
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5.2.2. The presence of God is something t .Evenour
enemies will be aware of His presence (Leviticus 9:23-24)

5.2.3. In the OT whenever the Presence of God came down it was
manifested in the form of f (Repeated in NT).

5.2.4. The Presence of the Lord is what d the
people of God from all other peoples (Exodus 33:7-16).

5.2.5. The Presence of God is the n of God, His very

Name (Exodus 33:19).
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5.3.  What attracts the Presence of God? (Acts 10:10-15).

5.3.1. Humility (Psalm 34:18).

5.3.2. The Word of God (John 1:14).

5.3.3. Praise and Worship (Psalm 22:3).

5.3.4. Repentance and Holiness (James 4:8; Hebrews 12:14).
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5.3.5. Hungry, seeking prayer (Jeremiah 29:13).

5.3.6. Perseverance (Psalm 105:4; 1 Chronicles 16:11).

5.3.7. Unity (Acts 2:1).

54. A in the Presence of the Lord (John 15:1-8)

32
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5.4.1. The Cycle of the Altar Lifestyle:

1. A in the Word.
2. A in the Lord.
3. A

4. A His desires.
5 A

6. A

“Building Prayer Altars is not a Program. It is creating an atmosphere for
God to abide in us and through us to transform the spiritual atmosphere
around us. It is also a time when we connect with Him and commune
with Him so that we can partner with Him in the restoration and
redemption of our land.” John Mulinde

DISCUSSION: What's hindering you from ushering in the presence of the

Lord? Which of the seven areas (point 3) do you need to work on? Can
you think of other ways that have helped to usher in His presence?
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Session 6: The Personal Altar Lifestyle. \

6.1. We are now the p (Ex 19:6; Rev 1:5-6).

We are the sacrifices. We are the priests. Our heart is the altar

Must come in Must come in purity and our body is the
repentance and to offer sacrifices on Temple of the Holy
receive cleansing for behalf of others to Spirit. Must be
our own sins. bear their sins. tended every day.

“Understanding that your heart is your personal altar causes you to pay
close attention to keep a careful and attentive watch over your heart.
When you think of your altar as just a time and a place rather than a
lifestyle then you will believe you are finished communing with God
when that time is over. But when you realize your heart is the altar then
you can live in a state of unbroken communion with God”. Prayer Altars
pg.231
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6.2. From the Tabernacle onwards: Revelation of altars.
6.2.1. TheB Altar outside (our hearts - Hebrews 13:10).
6.2.2. The Altar of | in the Holy Place (the

heavenly place of intercession - Revelation 8:1-4).

6.2.3. the M Seat on the Ark of the Covenant in the
Holy of Holies (where the altar becomes the throne — Hebrews
14:16).

So the prayer altar is the spiritual gateway that lifts us into heavenly
places. This should be a daily experience, not just during set times at a
set place, but a lifestyle. The Temple plus these three altars gives us a
pattern for our prayer altar time and lifestyle.

6.3. Aj through the Temple.

Solomon’s

adow of the
heavenly things” (Hebrews 8:5)
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Point 1: A place we ¢

with God (Coming to the outer

gate of the Temple).
- Through the W

of God (2 Kings 22).

A lifestyle of s

in God’s Word.

Point 2: A place we ¢

with Him (Through the outer

gate into the courtyard).
- Through Praise and W

(Psalm 100:4)
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w is a lifestyle.

Point 3: A place we ¢ ourselves to Him (Brazen Altar
and Brazen Laver).

- Through deep Personal R (“Forgive me” not

“forgive us” - James 4:8; 2 Chronicles 29:5; 1 John 1:9).

A Lifestyle of C
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Point 4: A place we ¢ into the spiritual realm (Entering
into the Holy Place).

- Through praying in the S (Romans 8:26,27).

A lifestyle of C (the Anointing).

Point 5: A place where we ¢ out (The Altar of Incense).

- Throughi repentance (Deep Intercession

“Forgive us” not “forgive them” - Daniel 9:20).
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A lifestyle of C

Point 6: A place where we ¢

Covenant).
- Through Kingdom D

His promises (The Ark of the

(Psalm 25:14; Exodus 6:6-

8; Isaiah 49:2).

A lifestyle of walking in C

relationship with God.
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L

REPENT

How to Build a Personal Prayer
Altar — A practical guide.

Arise and shine.

Get up early (to have at least one-hour Prayer
Altar time before going into your day’s
activities). This may require a change in lifestyle
(going to bed earlier, giving up certain activities).

Read the Word.

Read about 10 chapters of God’s Word (from
Genesis to Revelation) for 30 to 40 minutes.
Read aloud without stopping — ask “What do 1
learn about God that I can praise Him more?”,
“What do I learn about myself that I need to
repent of?” and “What verse do I need to
memorize and meditate on today?”.

Hallow His Name.

Straight after reading God’s word, lift your hands
and loudly proclaim His praise (using the Word
you have read). Praise until you enter worship
and His presence comes. You may worship God
with songs available on YouTube.

Personal Repentance and Consecration

In His presence, ask the Holy Spirit to deal with
your sins by going into deep repentance. After
repenting ask for cleansing from the Lord and

consecrate every part of your body to Him.
40
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Py

it
)

Standin the GAP
prayer

Praying in the Spirit

Pray for a fresh infilling of the Spirit and, in
whatever way you know, pray fervently for His
revelation and wisdom. Wait on Him for His
guidance as to what and who to pray for.

Intercession

As the Lord leads, pray for people — your family,
friends, colleagues, leaders, people groups etc.
Pray using identificational repentance, praying
“forgive us” prayers and bearing their burdens.

Declaring and Decreeing

As you repent on behalf of others and identify
with them you will find His authority rising in
you to declare and decree His covenant destiny
into lives and situations, your own and others.

Go into the world.

Select a verse and write it down to memorize and
meditate on throughout the day. Live out of that
revelation — grab times during the day to do any
of the above as He leads. Walk in your destiny as
revealed at the altar.
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