




12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write,

‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know your works, and 

where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name and did not 

deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed 

among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you, because you 

have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling 

block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit 

sexual immorality. 15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the 

Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight 

against them with the sword of My mouth.
17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white 

stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who 

receives it.” ’  Revelation 2:12-17



SMYRNAPERGAMUM

Famous for animal skin parchment –

first parchment books made here.





PERGAMUM

1. Addressee – Angel of the Pergamum church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as “He which has the 

sharp sword” as they need a judge (governor had 
‘right of the sword’ - determine who lived or died).

3. Approval – Have held fast to Jesus’ name and not 

denied His faith even through a martyrdom (Antipas).
4.Accusation – Some have accepted false teaching.
5. Advice – Repent from false teachings (Doctrines of 

Balaam and Nicolaitans) or He will come and fight 
with the sword of His mouth.

6. Assurance – Overcomers will be given hidden 

manna and white stone with new name.
7. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”

Temple of Asclepius

Once healed, the grateful 
worshipper would carve out a 
large white stone, detailing 
how Asclepius healed him or 
her, and would include his 

name upon the stone.

Also had temples to Zeus 
(Thone of Satan), Dionysius, 
Demeter and the Emperor 

(Athena Temple).
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3. The Way to Overcome

They must repent of their compromise 
that allows false doctrine to flourish, 

leading to spiritual and sexual defilement 
within the church!   



4. Devils in the Church!

*confrontational
*
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The doctrine of Balaam is to entice God’s people

by teaching them that they are at liberty to commit sin. Balaam
was hired by Balak to curse Israel (Num. 22:3-6). When Balaam
failed to do this in Numbers 23-24, he instructed Balak to
entice Israel with idolatrous fornication, and this is what
happened in Numbers 25. This temptation resulted in the
breakdown of separation between God’s people and the world
and brought God’s judgment upon Israel. See Numbers 31:16
and 2 Peter 2:14-18. The motivation of such teachers is greed
for financial gain….





Nicolaitanism appears to be a misuse of pastoral authority and the

unscriptural exaltation of men over the churches. The term Nicolaitan
means “to conquer or rule the people” (from nikao, to conquer; and
laos, people). In Pergamum it could have been referring to strong
leaders who were ‘lording it’ over the members to compromise their
faith by visiting temple prostitutes and eating food offered to idols so
that they would not suffer persecution (as these things were expected
of the inhabitants of the city to live a normal life).



5. What is Compromise?
It’s ok to 

compromise on 
issues of personal 

taste or non-
essential and 

debatable issues but 
there are some 

things that we must 
not compromise on.  





5 Slippery Steps to Spiritual Compromise

1. A failure to purpose in our hearts 

ahead of time to do the right thing.

2. Underestimating evil (including 

the failure to recognize temptation).

3. Rationalizing.

4. A failure to consider the costly 

consequences.

5. A sudden, deliberate choice to 

give in to sin.



6. How were they to overcome? Confession 
16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight 

against them with the sword of My mouth.

They must apply the sword 

of His Word to their hearts 

(confession of sin) so it will 

then come forth from their 

mouths (confession of truth 

of His Word) to overcome 

false teaching, otherwise 

He will come with a sword 
in His mouth!



Repentance is turning back on sin and walking in the other direction.

2 I will behave wisely in a perfect way. Oh, when will 

You come to me? I will walk within my house with a 

perfect heart.

3 I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; I hate 

the work of those who fall away; It shall not cling to 

me.

4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; I will not 

know wickedness.

Psalm 101:2-4



7. Hidden Manna and White Stone
The Hidden Manna



The White Stone
The best theory regarding the meaning of 

the white stone probably has to do with the 

ancient Roman custom of awarding white 

stones to the victors of athletic games. The 

winner of a contest was awarded a white 

stone with his name inscribed on it. This 

served as his “ticket” to a special awards 

banquet. According to this view, Jesus 

promises the overcomers entrance to the 

eternal victory celebration in heaven. The 

“new name” most likely refers to the Holy 

Spirit’s work of conforming believers to the 
holiness of Christ


