


SATISFACTION 
IN GOD 

(Chapters 1-2)

Key Verses
2:24-26

SOVEREIGNTY 
OF GOD

(Chapters 3-5)

Key Verses
5:18-20

SUFFERING 
FOR GOD 

(Chapters 6-8)

Key Verses
8:15-17

SUBMITTING 
TO GOD 

(Chapters 9-11)

Key Verses
11:7-10

SUMMARY 

(Chapter 12)

Key Verses
12:12-13

What life is like without God and how a relationship with 
Him changes that for the better and gives eternal meaning.

LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF ETERNITY REQUIRES….

At the end of his life King Solomon is recounting his experiences and showing that all is meaningless without God.

“I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied. He has made 
everything beautiful in its time. Also, He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one 

can find out the work that God does from beginning to end.” Ecclesiastes 3:10-11



All Seasons are in God’s Control



“What profit has the worker from that in which he labors? I
have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men
are to be occupied.” Ecclesiastes 3:9-10





14 I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever.
Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from
it. God does it, that men should fear before Him.
15 That which is has already been, and what is to be
has already been; And God requires an account
of what is past.”
Ecclesiastes 3:14-15

1. God is in control - We Must 
Link Into our part in His will.
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All is meaningless
under the sun when 
man’s responsibility 
is put above God’s 
sovereignty but it’s 
better that one has 
His wisdom in our 

heart to redeem the 
fleeting time we 

have!







There is a place known for making the best
wedding saris in the world–saris rich in gold and
silver threads, resplendent with an array of
colors. You would expect to see some elaborate
system of machines that would boggle the mind.
Not so! Each sari was made individually by a
father and son team. The father sat above the son
on a platform, surrounded by several spools of
thread that he would gather into his fingers. The
son did just one thing. At a nod from his father, he
would move the shuttle from one side to the other
and back again. This would be repeated for
hundreds of hours, till a magnificent pattern
began to emerge. The son had the easy task–just
to move at the father’s nod. All along, the father
had the design in his mind and brought the right
threads together.



Safe
Boring

No Risks

Dangerous
Exciting

Risky
Pleasurable



From Narnia Chronicles, Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe” by C.S.Lewis



2. 6 Objections to God’s Sovereignty 
(Ch 3:16-4:16)

Issue 1: Wickedness in the World (3:16-17)
Issue 2: Death comes to all mankind (3:18-22)
Issue 3: The Tears of the Oppressed (4:1-3)
Issue 4: Rivalry leading to Lovelessness (4:4-6)
Issue 5: Many who are Lonely (4:7-12)
Issue 6: The Shadow of Popularity (4:13-16)



Issue 1: Wickedness in the World (3:16-17)

Ultimately all 
will be judged 
as God is just 

and righteous.
(Revelation 

20:12)



Issue 2: Death comes to all mankind (3:18-22)

“20 All go to one place: all are from the
dust, and all return to dust. 21 Who knows
the spirit of the sons of men, which goes
upward, and the spirit of the animal,
which goes down to the earth? 22 So I
perceived that nothing is better than that
a man should rejoice in his own works,
for that is his heritage. For who can bring
him to see what will happen after him?”
Ecclesiastes 3:20-22

But now 
we know 

we will live 
even 

though we 
die! (John 

11:25)



Issue 3: The Tears of the Oppressed (4:1-3)

But now we 
know there is 
comfort in the 

Lord and in 
eternity for the 

oppressed.
(Revelation 

21:4)



Issue 4: Rivalry leading to Lovelessness (4:4-6)

“4 Again, I saw that for all toil and
every skillful work a man is envied by
his neighbor. This also is vanity and
grasping for the wind. 5 The fool folds
his hands and consumes his own flesh.
6 Better a handful with quietness than
both hands full, together with toil and
grasping for the wind.”
Ecclesiastes 4:4-6

Godliness in 
contentment 

remedies 
rivalry.

(1 Timothy 
6:6)



Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

We will never be 
lonely as long as we 

have the “third 
strand”!

(Deuteronomy 31:8)

Issue 5: Many who are Lonely (4:7-12)



Issue 6: The Shadow of Popularity (4:13-16)

Our righteous 
deeds will be 
remembered 

and rewarded 
in eternity!

(2 Timothy 4:8)



3. Cautions to God’s Sovereignty (Ch 5)
i. Walk and talk carefully before God (5:1-7)

“Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear
rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil.
2 Do not be rash with your mouth, and let not your heart utter anything hastily
before God. For God is in heaven, and you on earth; Therefore let your words be
few. 3 For a dream comes through much activity, and a fool’s voice is
known by his many words. 4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay
it; For He has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you have vowed— 5 Better not to
vow than to vow and not pay. 6 Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor
say before the messenger of God that it was an error. Why should God be angry
at your excuse and destroy the work of your hands? 7 For in the multitude of
dreams and many words there is also vanity. But fear God.” Ecclesiastes 5:1-7





ii. Don’t get caught up in gain and honour (5:7-17)
“8 If you see the oppression of the poor, and the violent perversion of justice and
righteousness in a province, do not marvel at the matter; for high official watches over high
official, and higher officials are over them. 9 Moreover the profit of the land is for
all; even the king is served from the field. 10 He who loves silver will not be satisfied with
silver; Nor he who loves abundance, with increase. This also is vanity. 11 When goods
increase, They increase who eat them; So what profit have the owners Except to
see them with their eyes? 12 The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, Whether he eats little or
much; But the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep. 13 There is a severe
evil which I have seen under the sun: Riches kept for their owner to his hurt. 14 But those
riches perish through misfortune; When he begets a son, there is nothing in his hand. 15 As
he came from his mother’s womb, naked shall he return, to go as he came; And he shall take
nothing from his labor which he may carry away in his hand. 16 And this also is a severe
evil— Just exactly as he came, so shall he go. And what profit has he who has labored for
the wind? 17 All his days he also eats in darkness, and he has much sorrow and sickness and
anger.”





Conclusion of Section 2


