ZION GOSPEL MISSION CHURCH CAMP 24th – 26th JUN

Title: Living in the Light of Eternity

A Look at ECCLESIASTES

SESSION 1: SATISFACTION IN GOD (Ch 1-2 0f Ecclesiastes)
Introduction:
“The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. “Vanity of vanities,” says the
Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” Ecclesiastes 1:1-2

1. All Worldly ___________ is Meaningless (1:3-11; 2:17-26)

2. All Worldly ___________ is Meaningless (1:12-18; James 3:13-18)

3. All Worldly ___________ are Meaningless (2:1-11; 1 John 2:15-17; Genesis 3:6)
i.

P_____________ - Lust of the Flesh (2:1-3)
Solution: Ephesians 1:5; Philippians 2:15

ii.

P_____________ - Lust of the Eyes (2:4-8)
Solution: Genesis 2:18; Matthew 6:33

iii.

P_____________ - Pride of Life (2:9-11)
Solution: Genesis 1:28; Acts 1:8

God is most glorified in us when we are most
satisfied in Him.
John Piper.
Verses 12-23 – Repeats the futility of wisdom and work

Conclusion: Ecclesiastes 2:24-26
“Nothing is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that his soul should
enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God.” V24
“For God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in His sight.” V26

Group Questions:
1. On a scale of 1-10 what is your current level of satisfaction in life right now? Is this
constant or does it fluctuate? Share.
2. When can your work, wisdom and ways become meaningless?
3. How can you find meaning in these three areas? Discuss.

SESSION 2: SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD (Ch 3-5 0f Ecclesiastes)
Introduction: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
All _____________ are in God’s control so we must find our God-Given ____________ that
is part of His eternal purpose, and He will make all things beautiful in its time. This is true
satisfaction.

1. God is in ___________ - We Must Link Into our part in His will (3:14-15)
All is meaningless under the sun when man’s responsibility is put above God’s
sovereignty but it’s better that one has His wisdom in our heart to redeem the
fleeting time we have!

I think to trust in the sovereignty of God does not excuse my
personal responsibility. Just the opposite- it equips me to be
personally responsible.
Max Lucado.
Solution: Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 2:12-13

2. 6 ________________ to God’s Sovereignty (Ch 3:16-4:16)
Issue 1: ________________ in the World (3:16-17)
Ultimately all will be judged as God is just and righteous (Revelation 20:12).
Issue 2: _____________ comes to all mankind (3:18-22)
But now we know we will live even though we die (John 11:25)!

Issue 3: The Tears of the ______________ (4:1-3)
But now we know we can be born again, and eternal comfort waits those who are
(Revelation 21:4).
Issue 4: ______________ leading to Lovelessness (4:4-6)
Godliness in contentment remedies rivalry (1 Timothy 6:6).
Issue 5: Many who are ______________ (4:7-12)
We will never be lonely as long as we have the “third strand” (Deuteronomy 31:8)!
Issue 6: The Shadow of ______________ (4:13-16)
Our righteous deeds will be remembered and rewarded in eternity (2 Timothy 4:8)!

3. _______________ to God’s Sovereignty (Ch 5)
i.

Walk and talk carefully before God (5:1-7).

ii.

Don’t get caught up in gain and honour (5:7-17; Matthew 6:20-21).

Conclusion: Ecclesiastes 5:18-20
“Here is what I have seen: It is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, and to enjoy the
good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the days of his life which God gives
him; for it is his heritage.” (v18)

Group Questions:
1. What does this picture speak to you? Share.

2. How can you link into God’s sovereign plan for your life?
3. Share what you feel God is saying to you concerning His part in eternity He has for
you.

SESSION 3: SUFFERING FOR GOD (Ch 6-8 0f Ecclesiastes)
Introduction:
There are many evils under the sun (Ecclesiastes 5:13-17; 6:1-3) but in God’s hands, even
pain and grief can be shaped into something beautiful (Good under the sun)!

1. ______________ Sufferings (Ch 6)
In 6:2 you can replace “foreigner” with:
T
I
D
E
S
In the many sufferings see His Goodness and be satisfied in Him (6:9; James 1:2-3)
Through the Fear of God, which brings Wisdom, we can navigate the three kinds of
suffering…
i.

________________ Suffering (9:2; Matthew 5:45).

ii.

________________ Suffering (1 Corinthians 11:30-32; Hebrews 12:5).

iii.

________________ Suffering (1 Peter 4:12-13; 2 Timothy 3:12).

Only God knows what is good for us (6:10-12)

2. ______________ of Sufferings (Ch 7a)
We learn from empathizing with others in their suffering.
In suffering we learn the value of:
- Honesty and integrity (1a)
- Death (7:1b)
- A funeral (7:2-3)
- Sorrow (7:3-4)
- Rebuke (7:5-7)
- Patience (7:8-10)
- Wisdom over Money (7:11-12)
- Humility (7:13-14)
Which would you rather? A short time of suffering in this world and an eternity of
peace and rest or a short time of peace and rest in this world and an eternity of
suffering?

3. ______________ Sufferings (Ch 7b-8)
i.

W_____________ helps us makes sense of and minimize
suffering (7:19-29)

“Who is like the wise? Who knows the explanation of things? A
person’s wisdom brightens their face and changes its hard
appearance.” Ecclesiastes 8:1

ii.

The F__________ of God (submission to the King) brings Wisdom
(Proverbs 9:10)

Conclusion: Ecclesiastes 8:15-17
“So
I
commended
enjoyment, because a man
has nothing better under
the sun than to eat, drink,
and be merry; for this will
remain with him in his
labor all the days of his life
which God gives him under
the sun.” (v15)
“Then I saw all the work of
God, that a man cannot
find out the work that is
done under the sun.”
(v17a)

Group Questions:
1. Did God promise to take away all sufferings once we trust in Him? Why?
2. What should our relationship to suffering be as a believer? Discuss.
3. Share one suffering you have gone through and how God turned it into something
beautiful.

SESSION 4: SUBMITTING TO GOD (Ch 9-11 of Ecclesiastes)
Introduction:
To live in the light of eternity we must submit to God’s wisdom concerning:

1. The _______________ of Life (Ch 9)
-

“One event happens to the righteous and the wicked” so place your life in the
hands of God (1-3).
For those who are “joined to all the living there is hope” so rejoice in and learn
from nature (4-8).
“Live joyfully with” those who God has given to you in your family and work (910).
“Time and chance happen to them all” so never give up (11-12)
Wisdom, recognized or not, is “better than weapons of war” so faithfully move in
wisdom (13-18).

2. The _______________ of Life (Ch 10)
-

Foolishness stinks like “dead flies” in the “ointment” but the truly wise reconcile
quickly! (1-4).
Fools may prosper and succeed but the wise are lowly (5-7).
We “may be hurt by” our own creations, but wisdom builds properly (8-10).
Foolish words hurt as “a serpent may bite” so our words must be few and wise
(11-15)
Even when there are foolish leaders do not curse them even in your thoughts for
a “bird of the air may carry your voice” (16-20).

3. The _______________ of Life (Ch 11)
-

Give rather than take (“cast your bread upon the waters”) (1-2).
“Sow” and “reap” goodness no matter what the weather (the “wind” and
“clouds”), the increase is up to God (3-6).
Don’t just regard the “light” days but also the “dark” ones “and rejoice in them
all” (7-8).
Seek God as early in life as you can, walking in the light of God’s judgment, being
anxious in nothing. (9-10)

“If the ax is dull, and one does not sharpen the edge, then he
must use more strength; But wisdom brings success.”
Ecclesiastes 10:10

S____________________________________________
H____________________________________________
A____________________________________________
R____________________________________________
P____________________________________________
Conclusion: Ecclesiastes 11:7-10
“Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth;
Walk in the ways of your heart, and in the sight of your eyes; But know that for all these God
will bring you into judgment. 10 Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, and put away evil
from your flesh, for childhood and youth are vanity.” Ecclesiastes 11:9-10

Group Questions:
1. Knowing the providence, perils, and process of life why do we need God’s wisdom? In
what area do you need God’s wisdom right now? Share.
2. Has your ‘axe’ become dull, and you find all that you do is a struggle and saps your
strength? Talk about it.
3. How can you make sure your “axe” stays sharp? Which of SHARP activities do you
need to work on the most? Share.

SESSION 5: SUMMARY OF IT ALL (Ch 12 of Ecclesiastes)
Introduction:
In chapter 12 Solomon summarizes what has gone before. To live in the light of eternity we
must:

1. S____________ the F________________ of God (12-1-5).
Especially verses 6-7:

2. S____________ to the F______________ of God (12:9-11).
Especially verse 11:

3. S____________ in the F_______________ of God (12:12-14).
Especially verses 13-14:
See Acts 9:31 & Philippians 2:12
What is the Fear of God?

F

_______________________________________________________

E

_______________________________________________________

A
R

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

“We fear men so much because we fear God so little. One fear cures
another. When man’s terror scares you, turn your thoughts to the
wrath of God.” William Gurnall

Conclusion:
The summary of Ecclesiastes is that to live in the light of eternity we must link into
God’s sovereign plan for our lives in the fear of God by keeping His will with great joy
and passion, everyday walking in His wisdom by abiding in Him and His word. As we
do these things, we will truly be satisfied in Him, even in the inevitable times of
suffering.

Group Questions:
1. What does it mean to “remember God” (Ecclesiastes 12:1,6)? How can you do this?
2. How is God’s word described in Ecclesiastes 12:11? What does this speak to you?
3. How would you define the Fear of God (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)? Why is the fear of
God given as the summary of all that has been written before in Ecclesiastes?
4. Share how you can walk more in the Fear of God.

